
 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY      

 
September 23, 2010    

 
Present:  Mike Healy, Chair 
      Keith Duncan, Member 
      Deana Donohue, Member 
      Eric Labelle, Member 
                 Julia Anastasio, Sustainability 
      Mabel Tinjaca, Staff Liaison 
      Jared Shilhanek, APWA Marketing 
 
Absent:   Daryl Grigsby 

     Robert Moylan, Jr. 
     Paul Hindman 
 

1. Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order at 11:05 
 

2. Approval of August Meeting Summary (Congress) 
Julia asked to remove line in Item 4 regarding EFH Terrorism. Keith asked that reference 
to NICET in Item 7 be reworded; NICET does not offer stormwater certification.  Keith 
moved to approve summary with corrections; seconded by Deana. 

3. Board Report 
Daryl Grigsby was not present.  Mike read portions of the report he received from Daryl 
and will post the entire report on BaseCamp. 
 

4. Legislative Report – Julia Anastasio 
 The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) documents that Joan 

posted to BaseCamp yesterday should not be distributed; they were provided for 
informational purposes only and not for distribution or to be shared outside the 
committee. NACWA’s Money Matters campaign proposes to revise EPA’s reliance 
on median household income as a means of determining affordability of costly 
improvement projects.  It is not clear that water quality and public health has 
improved as a result of the investment in dollars and time.  Keith said this issue 
should be a “steady drumbeat” and not a one-time priority for the committee; a rate 
increase of 2% of household income is not acceptable.  Julia said we do not 
necessarily need to be out in front of NACWA on this, but that the sector benefits 



when we work together and add more voices to the debate.  She will provide 
information to Eric so he can draft a position statement. 

 Julia said she’s posting a Legal Action Alert on infoNOW concerning WRDA 2000 
Section 214 that enables non-federal entities (local gov’t) to pay for dedicated staff 
within the Army Corps of Engineers to expedite permit reviews and decisions.  This 
is not a controversial issue, but it does expire 12-31-10, so we are seeking an 
extension.  The letter that is attached to the alert can be sent “as is” or modified to 
address local interests.  Julia urged members to share this information with their 
colleagues.  

 Julia said that MS4 permit holders must respond to the survey that was recently sent; 
failure to do so will result in financial penalties. 

 Mike asked if the affordability issued discussed earlier would be an appropriate place 
to raise questions about changing the population limit for USDA rural community 
grant funds.  Julia said the USDA is difficult to work with; she will talk to other groups 
about drafting a letter to get our concerns on record with USDA. 

 
5. Education Report – Mike Healy 

Mike said he attended the Education Committee meeting at Congress; the committee’s 
conference call this week was cancelled due to technical problems.  He will wait to make 
a report to the WRMC until the new Education & Certification Strategic Planning group 
makes their report. 
 

6. Congress 2011 
The committee decided to go ahead with the Stormwater Summit at Congress 2011.  
Deadline for abstract submission for session topics is next week, September 30th.  Mabel 
will post the tentative topics (Planners in WRM and Nitrogen Loads) on BaseCamp to 
solicit members to take the lead on those. 
 

7.  Brainstorming topics from Congress 2010 
 No discussion required at this time. 
 

8. Spring Meeting 2011 
Mike has made considerable progress on arrangements for meeting in Grass Valley, CA.  
The Holiday Inn can provide affordable lodging; his office will give us a meeting room at 
no cost; local transportation will also be free.  Mike, Deana, and Daryl live nearby, thus 
keeping costs even lower than meeting in Kansas City.  Members from other regions will 
fly into Sacramento airport.  Mike will post question on BaseCamp regarding meeting 
date; Feb. 25th and Mar. 4th are being considered. 
 
Sacramento Chapter is eager to meet with the committee and would like to have Julia 
present to represent the Center for Sustainability.  Deana said the chapter is energetic; 
they hosted an event in December that drew 700 attendees. 
 
 



 
 

9. Marketing Issues – Jared Shilhanek 
 Regarding the Stormwater Study Guide, Keith said the confusion between 

“certificate” and “certification” needs to be addressed; we must clearly differentiate 
between the two.   

 Our website is too complex; someone looking for eligibility, applications, or exam 
schedules must go to several different areas on the website.  Jared said he’ll talk 
with the IT staff about improving access to that information on the new website.   

 Mike said there are other water groups offering less expensive programs, so we 
need to do a better job of explaining what our Study Guide includes, emphasizing the 
certification process.  We should make it available on DVD for self-paced study that 
leads to the certification exam.  Mabel and Jared stated they are working on making 
DVD copies of the 3-part study guide available to committee members for their 
review and personal use.  Jared asked for input from the committee to expand our 
target audience. 

 Mike suggested asking Bob Carr to find a CSM to present a session at Congress or 
write a Reporter article.  He asked Mabel to forward Bob’s contact info to him. 

 Deana informed committee she is a member of the new Education & Certification 
Strategic Planning group. 

 
10.  Adjournment 

Eric moved to adjourn meeting; seconded by Keith.  Meeting adjourned at 12:01. 
 


