
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

August 15, 2010 
 12:00 – 3:00 PM    Room 204A 

  
Boston, MA 

    
 

 Present       Guests 
  Keith Duncan, Chair 2008-2010    George Crombie, APWA President 
  Mike Healy, Chair 2010-2012    Julia Anastasio, Legislative Liaison  
  Daryl Grigsby, Director-At-Large    Bob Carr 
  Deana Donohue, Member    Howard LaFever 
  Paul Hindman, Member     Kevin Timmins 
  Eric Labelle, Member    Absent 
  Bob Moylan, Member      Matt Singleton 
  Robert Nowak, Member  
  Joe Superneau, Member 
  Mabel Tinjacá, Staff Liaison       
        
1. Call to order – Keith Duncan – 12:05 

2. Approve July Meeting Minutes – Joe Superneau moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Mike Healy.  

Welcome and introductions 

3. Welcome Incoming Committee Members: Bob Moylan, Deana Donohue, and Eric Labelle  
a. The members of the Water Resources Management Committee have been very busy this year; Keith 

thanked them for their continued and sustained contribution.  He distributed letters of appreciation to 
those members who would be leaving the committee to formally thank them for their commitment and 
support.  

b. Joe Superneau introduced his replacement, Bob Moylan.  Bob is the Commissioner of Public Works for 
the City of Worchester, MA. 

 

Current Business 

4. Legislative Update – Julia Anastasio 

Congress was not very effective this year. Julia does not expect much action until maybe after the November 
election.  There is a possibility that S3602 and S3481 will be combined.  Listening sessions will be scheduled 
regarding water.  Julia will report back when or if she needs the committee’s input.  Julia thanked Joe 
Superneau for his help with written comments.  
 
Current Legislative Issues:  
HR 3202:  Water Protection and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Bluemenauer) (Water Trust Fund) 
HR 1262:  Water Quality Investment Act (Oberstar/Johnson) 
S 1005:  Water Infrastructure Financing Act of 2009 (Boer/Inhofe/Cardin/Crapo) 
HR 537:   The Sustainable Water Infrastructure Investment Act of 2009 (Pascrell) 
HR 5893: Investing in American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act of 2010 (Levin) 
S 3602: Safe Treatment of Polluted Stormwater Runoff Act (Cardin) 



S 3481: To Amend the Federal Water Polluted Stormwater Runoff Act (Cardin) 
HR 5320: Assistance, Quality and Affordability Act 2010 (Waxman) 
S. 3598 Secure Water Facilities Act (Lautenberg) 
S. 2996:  Continuing Chemical Facilities Antiterrorism Security Act of 2010 (Collins) 
HR 5088: America’s Commitment to Clean Water Act (Oberstar) 
S. 787 Clean Water Restoration Act (Feingold) 
HR 4202:  The Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act (Edwards)  
S 3561:  Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act (Udall)  
Regulatory Issues: 
Notice: NDPES Permit Requirements  
Notice: Stakeholder Input: Revisions to Water Quality Standards Regulations (75 F.R. 44930 (Jul. 30, 2010)). 
Proposed Rule: Identification of Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials that are Solid Waste (75 F.R. 31844(Jun.4, 2010)) 
Notice: Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Construction and Development Point Source Category  

(73 F.R. 72662 (Nov. 28, 2009)). 
Notice: Information Collection Request for Proposed Stormwater Rulemaking. (74 FR 56191 (Oct 30, 2009) 
 

5. Board Report – Daryl Grigsby 

Elected Officials for 2010-2011 
President, George Crombie Region VII, Jimmy Foster 
President-Elect, Diane Linderman Region VIII, Ron Calkins 
Past President, Larry Koehle Region IX, Doug Drever 
Directors Directors-at-Large 
Region I, Jean-Guy Courtemanche Environment, Daryl Grigsby 
Region II, Ed Gottko Transportation, Sue Hann 
Region III, Elizabeth Treadway Fleet & Facilities, Ken Nerland 
Region IV, Tommy Brown L&M, Cora Jackson-Fossett 
Region V, Dave Lawry E&T, Patty Hilderbrand 
Region VI, Larry Stevens             
 

A quick update:  the Board met in Toronto.  They mostly dealt with the budget.  We will not be reducing 
programs and therefore have to dip into reserves.  We will be starting new initiatives.  Even though these are 
difficult times, we need innovation.   This is contrary to the reserve policy and a bit of a gamble, but we are 
hoping for improved economic conditions.  The Education and Certification Strategic Planning Task Force 
met at Congress.  The following are members of the Task Force:     

 
Elizabeth Treadway, Co-Chair    Mary Joyce Ivers 
Sherri Zimmerman, Co-Chair   Michael Joyner 
Jay Burney     John Lawlor 
Deana L. Donohue    Bo Mills 
Curt Edwards     Bebe Newman 
Debbie Hale     Dennis Randolph 
Susan Hann     Keith Reester 
Keith Howard     Joe Superneau 
 

There was a little concern about the attendance at Congress.  The budget was based on 1,400 full 
registrants.  San Antonio had 2,500-2,600; Columbus barely broke 1,000.  This year’s Congress made 
budget.  Exhibit space was sold out.  Membership is less than it was even 30 days ago by over 100 
members.  The Membership Committee will meet to discuss how to enhance membership.   
 

6.  Education Report – Matt Singleton (Appendix A)    
 
Matt was not present.  Mabel mentioned that the APWA@aGlance lists all the upcoming CLLs and provides   
 information about participation in past CLLs.   

 
 
 



7. Stormwater Certification 

Bob Carr mentioned that twenty people have passed the certification test to date.  One person signed up to 
take the paper and pencil test; fourteen will take the test on-line.  In September the on-line test will be 
available in Canada.   The participants have to get 100 hours of education, 25 per year to recertify.  There are 
education programs out there, but they should also have options to receive their education through APWA.  
Bob further encouraged the CSMs to submit papers and presentations.  They can accrue hours toward their 
recertification requirements this way. Keith Duncan mentioned the National Institute for Certification in 
Engineering Technologies (NICET) has a document that is used as a standard for job descriptions.   
 
Keith met with the Texas Chapter in February and attended the House of Delegates meeting yesterday.  He is 
finding that people continue to confuse certificate and certification.    
 

Finalize 2010-11 

8. Click, Listen & Learn program for 11/4/2010 – Gray Water Reuse 
Paul Hindman will follow up on the Gray Water CLL to see if speakers have been confirmed.   

 
9. The Stormwater Summit 

Paul will be the moderator at the Summit.  Joe will provide the program overview to start the Summit.  We have 
interesting speakers from various communities at difference phases.  We’ll see what kind of participation we 
have to determine what we should do next year at Congress.  

 
10.   Articles for the Reporter  

  Articles for the Feb. 2011 issue are due Dec. 15, 2010.  We are on target with these.   
 

11.   Publications  
We received feedback on the need for a brochure template.  This is an effort to reach out to small communities 
who may not have the resources to design an informational brochure.  This would meet the permit 
responsibility for Phase II communities.  The committee will continue to move forward with this project.   

   
 Visit from George Crombie, President (Summary) 

 
Two biggest issues facing public works are water and energy.  These are tough issues.  For the last two 
years, I have worked with the Aspen Institute.  They are working with EPA to get utilities ready for climate 
change.  There appears to be a consistent theme around changing the paradigm for how we manage our 
water resources.  APWA should take a futuristic view at how our water resources should be managed.   As 
an Association, we have not outlined where and what our investment in water should be. We need to start 
challenging the water leadership.  As a coalition this committee in a stronger position to get our message 
through.   The Stormwater Certification is important.  If you are going to work with water, you should have 
the APWA certification. City and state agencies should include this in their job requirements.  The 
committee should write a letter to all chapters to consider supporting this position.  Workers are required to 
have certification when working in water treatment plants. Stormwater is big today.  It is very interesting 
that agreements differ by state, especially in the western states. Colorado and California have different 
issues.  Professionals in water resources have to work with communities and interest groups.  It is 
important to convey to members that we must deal with water holistically.  I look forward to working with 
you.   

Review of 2009-2010 Accomplishments 

12.   Annual Report 2009-2010   
  Discussed and accepted by the committee unanimously. 
 



13.   Committee SWOT 

14.   Chair Summary and Transition 
Keith Duncan again thanked members for this opportunity to serve in the capacity as chair and looks forward to 
continuing working with them.   

 
Break and Transition 
 

15.   Vision and Goals for the Committee  -  Mike T. Healy, Chair 2010-11 

My vision for the committee is to continue to move forward, to add value to the membership, especially 
through our hard work and passion.  We have a passion for this area of expertise; that’s why we are here.  
Collectively, we bring value to the membership.   
 

16.   Final review of 2010-2011 Business Plan (Appendix H).  Paul Hindman moved to accept the Business Plan,  
  seconded by Joe Superneau.   

 

Water Resources Management Committee Work Plan 2011-2012  

17.   We are responsible for the following products on an annual basis.  We will be keeping track of our progress on 
  the 2011-12 H2OWorkPlan@aGlance 

 Position Papers 
 Congress 2012 
 Click, Listen & Learn 2012  
 Articles for the Reporter February 2012 
 New Publications 
 Business Plan 

 
These are the resources we use to develop our topics 

 APWA and Committee Strategic Plans 
 GAP Analysis and Body of Knowledge 
 Sustainability Framework   
 Past Click, Listen & Learn Programs 

 

18.   Brainstorm Topics  

 It is important to incorporate sustainability into the work of the committee  
 Paul mentioned that he was part of the Sustainability pilot to use the Framework.  He believes it can be 

used as an internal tool.  It did not add that much value in decision making, but he found that by filling it 
out, the board, who need visuals, were able to understand that they were doing.  When he first used it 
with his staff, they complained, but they got used to using it and found it was a good way to document 
decisions.   

 The application of zero waste equivalent to water is a bold move.  Even though it was visionary, it might 
work.   

 We should consider biosolids.   
 Pharmaceutical waste and medicated waste 
 Nitrogen impact on water 
 Cap in funding for water.  People think that our infrastructure is not so important.  We are not paying 

enough for water.  People don’t see the importance of spending on water.  
 We need to push back numerical limits on non-point source.  We need to make our case to the public 

about what we want.   



 We should consider partnering with other organizations that have an interest in water.  This can include 
the state and federal levels. We should take this to the public--are you really ready to spend all that 
money if you don’t plan to meet the numeric levels?  The auditors will impose sanctions.   

 PSA, Chamber of Commerce.  A community had a permit two years ago.  We have the largest 
environmental institution in New England.  The cost was $1.2 billion for 5 years.  EPA said that was too 
high.   

 We need to educate ratepayers using radio spots, fliers or water bills.   
 We need to address the sustainability side of our infrastructure.  Water systems could be more 

efficient.  We need to seek cost savings.   
 

19.   Chapter Relations 

a. PowerPoint Presentation: We are not sure if we should update the PowerPoint presentation; will discuss 
further.  

b. Quarterly Newsletter to House of Delegates and Chapters:  We like the idea of a quarterly newsletter, but 
think that the Reporter would offer broader distribution.  

 
 
Administrivia 
 

20.   Basecamp site: How is it working?  
  Fine, it allows us to have all of our documents in the same place.  
 

21.   Verify roster and contact Information 
  Correction was made to Mike Healy’s number and added Keith Duncan’s new number.   
 

22.   Date for the 2011 Spring Meeting 
  Meeting can be outside of KC, but cannot exceed the budget.  If we plan early enough, we can get good rates.  
  We should coordinate with a local chapter.  We’ll discuss further at our next conference call.   
 

23.   Monthly conference call date and time 
  Date and time remained the same: fourth Thursday of the month at 11:00 Central, noon EST, 9:00 Pacific.  

 

   Adjourn  Motion to adjourn made by Eric Labelle, seconded by Paul Hindman.  

 


