
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

SPRING MEETING SUMMARY 
February 13, 2010, Grapevine, TX 

 
Present: Keith Duncan, Chair 

Matt Singleton, Member  
  Bob Nowak, Member 

Paul Hindman, Member 
Joe Superneau, Member (by phone) 

  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:  Daryl Grigsby, At-Large Director 

Mike Healy, Member 
 
1. Call to order  

Keith called the meeting to order at 8:09am Central. 
 
2. Review and approval of the January meeting summary 

The January meeting summary was approved. 
 

3. Board Report 
Daryl asked Colene to share his report.  He missed the Board meeting on Feb. 4-5 in Kansas City but 
received a report from staff.  A member of the Center for Sustainability, Vicki Musgrove, has been 
appointed to the Education Committee as a tenth member.  The Board approved the Center’s guidance 
paper on climate change.  Julia will post the paper online soon.  The public works official certification 
program was approved to continue to Phase II, the job analysis.  The Board also decided to add a little 
meat to their international priority.  Staff was directed to begin work on the 2010-2011 budget. 

 
4. Approval of the Water Resources position papers 

a. No changes recommended: 
Clean Water Act Reauthorization  
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Clean Water Policy 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Endangered Species Act  
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
National Drought Policy 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Optimum Use of Water 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Wetlands Protection  
The paper was approved with no changes. 

b. Revised: 
Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts 
The paper was approved with Joe’s recommended changes. 
Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders 
The paper was approved with Paul’s recommended edit. 



Water Resources Development Act  
The paper was approved with Joe’s recommended changes. 

c. New: 
Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste  
The paper was approved with no changes. 
The Committee would like to continue to review the paper each year, with the Solid Waste 
Management Committee. 

Paul asked about legislative efforts in Canada.  The Committee could not draft position papers for use in 
Canada without a Canadian to assist.   The Committee decided that creating position papers for 
Canada would require creating a subcommittee.  This step will not be taken unless there is a request 
from GAC or CPWA or unless a Canadian member who would like to work on the project is appointed to 
the Committee.  However, guidance papers should continue to be applicable to both U.S. and Canadian 
members. 

 
5. Stormwater Summit 2010 

a. 2010 Summit 
Joe finished the draft program and emailed copies.  The speakers are mostly set.  There will be 15 
minutes to pitch the certification program and an hour to cover all of APWA’s education opportunities for 
water resources or to cover part of the Stormwater Workshop.  The certification program may interest 
those in the room, the experts, and the education programs may be for their staff.  Colene will talk to 
Karen about a speaker on education opportunities.  Maybe Bill Spearman could go through what’s 
covered in the workshop.  The Committee would like to see more promotion of the certification program.  
There aren’t many certified yet.  2010 Congress speaker names were due yesterday.  Joe’s not 
receiving emails on his session but it is on the agenda.  Paul and Bob are working on replacing a 
speaker.  The Congress Preview has not gone out yet. 
b. 2011 Summit 
Paul has been approached by the local Floodplain Managers group and they would like to co-host next 
year’s Stormwater Summit.  The Committee would like to review whatever program they come up with 
but is open to letting them line up the speakers.  The group usually has around 200 people at their 
conferences.  Paul will work with them so the Committee can review the program. 
 

6. Review of 2009-2010 Business Plan 
Keith went through the items on the current business plan.  Most action items are complete.  The Body 
of Knowledge project is a huge effort and there will probably be much more work to do down the road.  
The Committee spends a lot of time on legislative issues.  Julia sometimes needs responses very 
quickly.  Those issues with more time could be shared with the Chapter liaisons.  The Committee hasn’t 
made many efforts to engage the general public.  APWA has some items in the bookstore geared 
toward the public.  The Committee could create a brochure for agencies to use in their community, 
something on stormwater pollution prevention or wastewater FOGs.  The bookstore will be checked to 
see what’s already available and how something new could fit.  The Committee has focused on 
stormwater in recent years.  It could be time to pick up more with wastewater and drinking water topics.  
Paul mentioned that legislative input seems to be much greater with APWA than other associations.  
Small cities could be a target for wastewater and drinking water topics.  The medium would have to be 
chosen carefully.  The CLL on rural water had no interest.  Reporter articles could be used.  Rural 
communities usually don’t have Congress attendees or even many Chapter event attendees.  Rural 
public works professionals frequently don’t have time to participate in CLLs or to serve as speakers or 
writers.  Septic or small wastewater systems might be a good topic for small communities.  There is an 
InfoNOW Community for Small Cities/Rural Communities.  The SC/RC Committee puts articles in the 
Reporter.  Do Chapters target rural communities with their education programs?  An agenda item for the 
next meeting will be exploring the idea of creating brochures for members to use in their communities. 

 
7. Preparation of draft 2010-2011 Business Plan 

Colene prepared a draft using the Board’s goals and the Committee’s current strategies.  Committee 
goals need to be added.  Matt suggested that the Committee have a goal to become more familiar with 
and more integrated with the Center for Sustainability.  The At-Large Directors serve as liaisons 
between the Technical Committees and the Center.  The Committee would like to become an advocate 
for the Center’s work.  Some strategies for next year could include engaging small communities and 
creating outreach materials for the general public.  The business plan will remain on future meeting 



agendas through July.  For the next meeting, the Committee will work on making sure all of the current 
strategies are placed correctly and removing any that are unnecessary or need to be rewritten.   

 
8. Brainstorm education topics for 2011 

a. Guaranteed education sessions for Congress 2011 
b. Articles for February 2011 issue of the Reporter 
c. Click, Listen & Learn program 
After reviewing the Body of Knowledge survey results, an initial brainstorming session produced the 
following topics: 

Dam safety 
Nitrogen loads or TMDLs 
Gray water reuse and rain water harvesting 
Septic systems 
Small wastewater systems 
Leak detection 
Back flow preventers 
Metering or new technology in meter reading 
Revamping water quality features of stormwater controls 
Sewage lagoon operation and maintenance 
Permit compliance 
Drainage master planning 
Erosion control 
Managing water rights 
Infrastructure inventory and condition assessment 
Restaurant row sanitary sewer problems 
Smart floodplain development 
Planners in water resources management 
Shallow and deep well impact on groundwater 
Salt water disposal 
Permeable pavement 
Green streets 
LID 
Climate change for drainage infrastructure 
Hydrant maintenance 
Streambed restoration 
Risk management (signage) 
Open channel debris management 

These topics were chosen as most likely Congress sessions: 
Planners in water resources management 
Leak detection and metering 
LID 
Nitrogen loads or TMDLs 

Likely articles: 
Hydrant maintenance – Joe 
Shallow and deep well impact on groundwater 
Septic systems or small wastewater systems 

A possible CLL topic was: 
Gray water reuse and rain harvesting 

 
9. Meeting with Texas Chapter Board 

The Board meeting begins at 2:00pm.  The Committee is near the top of the agenda.  Keith reviewed 
the list of people likely to be in attendance, including Board members.  There will be three handouts: the 
Committee’s PowerPoint presentation, the advocacy brochure and the credentialing brochure.  Paul will 
cover advocacy.  Keith will give an introduction.  Matt will cover certification.  Bob will discuss chapter 
liaisons.  Joe began the effort to establish chapter liaisons in October 2007.  Chapter members could be 
asked to suggest topics, speakers or authors, or provide comments on legislative issues.  Chapter 
liaisons were invited to the last two Committee meetings at Congress. 
 



10. Congress meeting day and time 
Everyone would like to keep the meeting on Monday afternoon again this year.  Keith suggested that 
moving the meeting up an hour or two would miss fewer education sessions. 
 

11. New business 
Choosing a member to serve on the Education Committee will be on the next meeting agenda. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15pm. 


