
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Monday, September 14, 2009 
Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH 

 
Present: Joe Superneau, Outgoing Chair 

Keith Duncan, Incoming Chair 
Daryl Grigsby, At-Large Director 
Matt Singleton, Member 

  Mike Healy, Member 
  Paul Hindman, Member 
  Bob Nowak, Member 
  Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
 
Guests: Larry Koehle, President  

George Crombie, President-Elect 
Becky Stein, Certification 
Elizabeth Treadway, Body of Knowledge Task Force Chair 
Connie Hartline, Publications 
Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development Director 
Chuck Zibbel, Ohio Chapter 
Deana Donohue, Sacramento Chapter 
Richard Borchardt, Colorado Chapter 
Bob Carr, Stormwater Certification Council 
Todd Wagner, Missouri Chapter 

 
1. Call to order  

Joe called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. 
 

2. Welcome and Introductions 
Daryl Grigsby introduced himself.  He is the new At-Large Director for Environmental Management.  
Three chapter liaisons also introduced themselves. 
 

3. Review of the August meeting summary 
The August meeting summary was approved. 

 
4. Bob Carr reported on the International BMP Database Project.  APWA is a past funder of the project 

and Bob and Colene still serve on project committees.  He asked the Committee to consider 
requesting that APWA fund the project again.  The database has continued to add more information 
and it has improved its user-friendliness.  Incoming and outgoing quality and quantity data are 
available from the site.  BMPs are being accepted from all over the world.  Bob also offered to 
provide a Congress session for next year on street sweeping.  He will send a copy of the 
presentation for review. 
 

5. Legislative Update 
Julia provided a summary of the past year’s activities.  Congress is currently tied up with health 
care.  The SRF reauthorization or Water Infrastructure Financing Act will make it to the floor and is 
likely to pass.  It will go to conference.  Reauthorization is likely by the end of the year.  It will be a 
small increase in funding.  The Trust Fund Bill or Water Protection and Reinvestment Act does not 



have much support in the Senate.  The Ways and Means and Transportation and Infrastructure 
committees are looking at it.  There has been no movement on the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism 
Act.  The Clean Water Restoration Act will remove the word navigable.  It will also take out the term 
adversely affect.  A bill is likely to reach conference by the end of the year.  Draft bills are 
summarized in the text provided.  The various coalitions are monitoring them.  Comments were 
submitted on the effluent guidelines.  The final rule is not out yet but it should be soon.  Comments 
were submitted on the Federal Oceans, Coastal and Great Lakes Policy.  The Climate Change Bill 
is not likely to have a floor vote this session.  It’s just run out of time.  APWA is trying to get 
adaptation money into the bill. 
 

6. Board Report 
Daryl has been appointed to At-Large Director for Environmental Management.  He will fill the 
remaining one year of George’s term.  Then, there will be an election next year.  This year’s 
elections are over.  George Crombie is President-Elect.  Ron Caulkins is the new Region 8 Director.  
Patty, Ed, David, Larry, and Doug were all re-elected.  Membership is 29,238.  The first time 
member campaign brought in 1,330 members.  Congress registration is down this year.  The 
original projection was at 1,500 but attendance was about 933, as of last week.  The Board’s 
priorities right now are the Center for Sustainability and the Body of Knowledge project.  The 
Sustainability Conference is June 8-10, 2010, in Minneapolis, MN.  The strategic goals document 
will be adopted at the next Board meeting. 
 

7. Larry Koehle thanked everyone for agreeing to serve again this year. 
 

8. Mike said that many chapters are doing membership drives and it’s been a lot of work to maintain 
membership this year.  Daryl said that six chapters are receiving awards for increasing membership. 
 

9. Annual Report 2008-2009 
A copy of the annual report was provided.  The report was submitted to the Board.  Joe and Keith 
will report on Wednesday at the Board meeting. 

 
10. Stormwater Summit 2010 

Decisions will have to be made soon about whether to change the format for next year or even 
replace the Summit with the new workshop.  It was suggested to wait to make final decisions until 
after this year’s Summit on Wednesday.  Its attendance may indicate that a change is necessary.  
Keith said that the original intent of the Summit was to spur the certification discussion and bring 
people together.  It was intended to become a stand-alone event, at some point.  Mike suggested 
that it might be time for it to move over for the workshop.  Keith said that the format of future 
Congresses could also impact the Summit. 

 
11. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2010 

a. Watershed based permitting and Federal vs. state vs. local role – Paul and Bob 
b. CSO monitoring – Joe  
c. Weather data collection, forecasting, flood warnings – Keith  
Congress sessions must be submitted by the end of the month.  Joe is considering changing his 
topic to “water resource stewardship: regulation vs. reality.”  The Committee discussed the 
International BMP Database and whether it needed to be presented again.  It was last presented in 
2007 and there have been several changes since then.  The Committee would like to discuss the 
funding recommendation on a future call.  Keith offered to replace his session with a session on the 
Database, if needed. 

 
12. Articles for the February 2010 issue of the Reporter 

a. Permeable pavement from the transportation side and the water side – Keith  
b. Office of Water Programs at California State University – Mike  
c. First flush treatment for stormwater – Bob  
d. Impacts on water quality of street sweeping – Paul  
e. Water conservation through turf management or alternative turf – Joe  
f. Desalinization – Matt  



Paul asked about the controversy surrounding street sweeping.  The Committee suggested that the 
article present both sides.  It could also highlight new equipment, the transportation benefits of 
sweeping and the maintenance requirements for permeable pavements.  Joe may change his topic 
but all of the others are still on track. 

 
13. Body of Knowledge Report 

Elizabeth Treadway reported that the Body of Knowledge effort is an outcome of the Blueprint on 
Certification and Education.  The project will identify the body of knowledge for public works.  The 
Task Force was appointed 15 months ago.  A summary of the survey data was provided.  In order 
to identify the body of knowledge for a public works agency/organization, categories were 
established using the accreditation manual. Categories contain subcategories of services.  The 
Technical Committees reviewed the draft list and then the survey went out, asking whether or not 
each agency was responsible or informed on each service area.  The survey went out in the spring 
to 24,000 individuals.  One response was requested per agency in order to find the responsibilities 
of the whole agency.  The survey yielded 1,900 separate responses.  Public and private agencies 
responded.  Summary data was provided on the water portion of the survey.  Surface water issues 
were the areas of most responsibility.  Members and Nonmembers responded.  The data can be 
broken down by population, public vs. private, U.S. vs. Canada, by location, etc.  Phase II will take 
the next step by surveying what education is offered in these areas.  APWA and its chapters have 
education offerings and that can be pulled together, but the Task Force needs help in finding 
outside providers of education.  Becky said that the Technical Committees are being asked to 
research and identify the training, education and certification programs in their area and input that 
information into an electronic form.  Becky will send a link to the form and a copy of the instructions 
after Congress.  The Committee will be able to review what’s already been entered but it’s not 
necessary because staff will remove any duplicates.  Information is needed by Nov. 15.  After that, a 
report will be compiled.  The House of Delegates will help in identifying chapter and branch 
education activities.  The Technical Committees are asked to look for offerings outside of APWA.  
The report will come back to the Committee for review.  It will be possible to look for gaps where 
training and education is needed.  The Body of Knowledge Task Force will have a final report to the 
Board in June.  This item will be on the October agenda. 
 

14. Becky reported that 28 applications were received for the Stormwater Manager Certification.  Four 
people took the exam in May and 2 passed.  There are a total of 7 now certified because the 5 test 
writers were grandfathered.  Eight took the exam on Saturday.  The CSM Council can now shift their 
focus to marketing the program and looking for partnerships.  In 2010, computer-based testing will 
be offered at 170 testing centers around the country.  StormCon was mentioned as a possible test 
site.  Two CSMs will be recognized at tonight’s awards ceremony.  The list of those certified will be 
provided to the Committee as possible contacts. 
 

15. George Crombie thanked the Committee and mentioned some of the great work the Committee has 
done recently, including the Stormwater Manager Certification and the Stormwater Summit.  On 
Wednesday, he will propose to the Board that the Technical Committees move their Spring 
Meetings around the country to visit different chapters and meet with them. 

 
16. Mabel Tinjaca asked the Committee for their vision for future education.  George said that it will be 

important to look at all water resources and integrate that management.  Joe mentioned that 
agencies can’t afford to do everything that’s being required in regulations and a cost-benefit 
analysis is necessary.  Mike agreed.  Paul said that advocacy at the Federal level is important.  
Mike mentioned the importance of APWA continuing to get face time with legislators.  Matt said that 
education continues to be a primary function of APWA to the members.  Mabel reported that the 
House of Delegates suggested safety training as a priority.  Keith said that sustainability may be 
moving ahead but we’re still constrained by funding and regulations. 

 
17. Keith thanked Joe for his service to the Committee. 

 
18. Roster and Contact Information 

Keith said that his email address is changing and Mike said that his agency is changing phone 
extensions.  Colene will make the updates. 



 
19. Publications 

Connie Hartline is the publications editor.  She mentioned that it has been sometime since there 
was a new publication from the Water Resources Committee.  The Committee may want to consider 
a publication as a way to get water issues out to the membership and the public.  There are a few 
ways that a new publication can be accomplished.  The Committee or a subcommittee may choose 
to write something themselves.  A freelance writer can be hired, although, that method has not been 
as successful.  The Committee may choose a topic and list its sub-issues, and then use a call for 
manuscripts.  The Committee would then review those manuscripts and decide whether to publish.  
This was done once with the Good Until the Last Drop, Water Committee book.  The bookstore also 
carries outside publications so the Committee should feel free to recommend other books for 
inclusion in the bookstore.  APWA is debuting online publications.  About 8 books will be available 
for download. 

 
20. Basecamp site 

Colene asked if anyone is having issues with the Basecamp site and if everyone is satisfied with the 
way it is functioning.  There were no issues or concerns. 
 

21. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters 
George’s picture will need to be removed from the presentation.  Any other updates should be 
forwarded to Colene. 

 
22. Keith said that he would like to continue Joe’s efforts with the Chapter liaisons.  He would also like 

to set a goal of having each Committee member give a presentation to at least one chapter on the 
work of the Committee or just on the work being done at the national level at APWA. 
 

23. Quarterly reports to the House of Delegates  
A bulleted list of the recent activities of all of the Technical Committees is provided to the House of 
Delegates and the Board each quarter.  The reports will always be available on the Basecamp site, 
if anyone is interested in what other committees are doing.  There is also a weekly email to Chapter 
Leaders, if the Committee needs to get information out quickly. 

 
24. Matt reported that the Education Committee is discussing the move to online education.  Keith 

mentioned that the House of Delegates discussed how Congress might look in the future and 
whether it may have some content online. 
 

25. Annual review of the Water Resources Position papers 
a. Clean Water Act Reauthorization – Matt  
b. Clean Water Policy –  Matt 
c. Endangered Species Act – Keith 
d. Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy – Mike 
e. Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts – Joe 
f. National Drought Policy – Mike 
g. Optimum Use of Water 
h. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) – Bob 
i. Water Resources Development Act – Joe 
j. Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders – Paul 
k. Wetlands Protection – Bob 
Colene said that the Optimum Use of Water paper was left off of the Board’s last agenda so it will 
be discussed on Wednesday.  It may not need additional review this year.  Committee members 
volunteered to review papers.  This item will be on the November agenda.  Copies of the positions 
could be shared with Chapter liaisons for input. 

 
26. 2009-2010 Business Plan 

The business plan was approved with no changes. 
 
27. Set date for the 2010 Spring Meeting 

There is still the opportunity for the Committee to choose to meet by web conference.  The 



Committee feels that the face-to-face meeting is important.  It was suggested that the Committee 
could work within a set budget from the Board.  Mike asked if it would be possible to meet at Snow 
Conference.  It was also suggested that the Committee could attend a chapter’s conference.  The 
current budget is for the Committee to meet in Kansas City.  March 19 or 26 would be preferred. 
 

28. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 
The Committee’s conference call schedule will not change.  It will stay on the fourth Thursday of 
each month.  There is a new conference call provider beginning with next month’s call. 

 
29. New items 

There was some discussion about the different ways that different chapters handle education and 
events. 

 
30. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:15pm. 


