
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

July 23, 2009 
 

Present: Joe Superneau, Chair 
George Crombie, At-Large Director 
Bob Nowak, Member  
Paul Hindman, Member 
Peter King, Executive Director 
Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development Director 
Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 

 
Absent: Keith Duncan, Member 

Matt Singleton, Member 
Mike Healy, Member 

 
 

1. Call to order 
Joe called the meeting to order at 11:05AM Central. 

 
2. Review and approval of the June meeting summary 

The June meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Education Report 

Colene reported that the CLL on greening the fleet is going on today and next week there is a CLL 
on recycling.  Congress Early Bird registration has been extended to August 14. 

 
4. Stormwater Summit 2009 

Paul said that there wasn’t anything new to report.  He hasn’t checked but assumes that Karen has 
added the complete list of speakers to the website.  Donna Myers with USGS will give the keynote.  
There will be three sessions on different aspects of financing.  Joe mentioned that the new EPA 
Water Administrator/Director has been appointed to take Grumbles’ place.  It’s someone from 
California who has a background operating wastewater treatment plants. 
 

5. Congress sessions for 2010 
a. Watershed based permitting and Federal vs. state vs. local role – Paul and Bob 
b. CSO monitoring – Joe  
c. Weather data collection, forecasting, flood warnings – Keith  
There were no updates.  Joe said that sessions will be finalized on the August call or at the 
Congress meeting, at the latest.  Sessions will need to be submitted by the end of September. 
 

6. Reporter articles for 2010 
a. Permeable pavement from the transportation side and the water side – Keith  
b. Office of Water Programs at California State University – Mike  
c. First flush treatment for stormwater – Bob  
d. Impacts on water quality of street sweeping – Paul  
e. Water conservation through turf management or alternative turf – Joe  
f. Desalinization – Matt  
There were no changes.  Joe mentioned water legislation at the state level.  He was involved in a 
case yesterday where Massachusetts Water Works Association testified. 



 
7. Review of the Board’s Strategy Document 

Peter gave an overview of the Board document that was sent out.  The Association goes through a 
strategic planning process every 3 years.  The Board took on updating the strategic plan last year 
and began in November.  They looked at different models of strategic plans and reviewed 
membership, survey, marketing and education data.  A facilitator was used for the process.  They 
were also guided by the Jim Collins books (Good to Great) and research on various associations.  
The focus was on what APWA does better than other associations.  For example, how is APWA 
different than AWWA?  A Board subcommittee met with the staff department directors.  The Board 
prepared the overall values of the association.  The planning process continued at the winter and 
summer Board meetings.  The document includes a profile of APWA five years from now.  Peter 
would like to know if the Committee feels the document reflects their ideas and if anything is 
missing.  Not all Committee members were present or able to review the document.  Peter asked 
that any comments be sent to him once everyone has had a chance to review the document.  He is 
meeting with each of the Technical Committees to provide comments to the Board along with a final 
document at the Board meeting in September.  Comments are needed by August 7.  Paul said that 
he thought the “why we exist” statement at the beginning should include education.  George said 
that education is definitely a priority. 
 

8. Board Report 
George reported that staff is working hard to build up attendance at Congress in Columbus.  Other 
organizations have had to cancel their big conferences this year.  The exhibit floor is nearly sold out.  
George brought up the Technical Committee Spring Meetings at the June Board meeting.  He would 
like the Spring Meetings to be held at rotating locations around the country so Committees could 
meet with chapters.  He suggested meeting with the chapter the first day and then having the 
Committee’s business meeting the second day.  He would like input from his two committees before 
making a motion at the September Board meeting.  Joe said that everyone is in favor of moving the 
meetings around and they would be willing to have the Board set a cap on travel expenses so that 
Committee members would cover any overages.  Committee members would get more out of the 
meetings.  Paul said that the consensus from the last discussion was that they do not want to do 
away with the Spring Meeting, that it is critical.  Bob said that traveling would give them a 
perspective on what’s going on around the country.  
 

9. Sustainable Water Infrastructure Report from the Aspen Institute 
George said that the Aspen report brought together water professionals from around the country 
from different disciplines.  They met to discuss where we are in terms of water infrastructure and 
where we are going, the future of infrastructure.  Everyone involved agreed that it will be very 
important to think from a sustainability point of view.  Technical knowledge and wisdom will be 
needed to make informed decisions.  There will have to be a new way of thinking in designing 
systems.  He asked what the Committee thinks their role should be in sustainability and managing 
future resources.  Paul said that it will be more important for us to provide education from the 
wisdom side versus the technical side.  George said that beyond articles and papers, there may be 
a need to establish partnerships with communities, organizations, agencies, regulators, etc.  
Infrastructure cannot continue to be nickel and dimed.  Better investments are needed.  Paul 
mentioned the desire to get away from individual stormwater permits and switch to a watershed 
based permit and asked if we need to increase our advocacy efforts.  George said that a bolder 
approach may be needed but the Technical Committees and all of APWA would have to make the 
decision.  Joe pointed out that often public water suppliers are painted as bad guys, especially by 
environmental groups.  Efforts need to be made to bring all of the water districts, suppliers, 
stormwater and public works entities together.  George said that with the Aspen report, they 
discovered how much those different groups really have in common.  Joe suggested that a topic for 
the September meeting be how APWA can help bring those groups together and build relationships. 
 

10. Other Business 
Colene said that the Quarterly Report from all of the Technical Committees is online at the 
Basecamp site, if anyone is interested.  The draft business plan will be on the next agenda but the 
document is already online for review. 

 



11. Congress sessions for 2009 (no action needed) 
a. Is there a role for detention facilities in the age of Low Impact Development? 9/15/2009 3:45 PM 

- 5:00 PM – Keith Duncan  
b. NPDES-Water Quality Trading and the Current State of TMDL’s 9/13/2009 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM – 

Paul Hindman 
c. taking steps toward sustainability 9/15/2009 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM – Joseph Superneau 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:42AM. 
 


