
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

May 28, 2009 
 

Present: Joe Superneau, Chair 
George Crombie, At-Large Director 
Keith Duncan, Member 
Bob Nowak, Member  
Matt Singleton, Member 
Mike Healy, Member 
Paul Hindman, Member 
Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
 

 
1. Call to order 

Joe called the meeting to order at 11:05AM Central. 
 
2. Review and approval of the April meeting summary 

The April meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Legislative Update 

Julia reported on the green infrastructure legislative proposal.  She met with the groups that drafted 
the proposal.  They are more environmental-type groups but they did work with WEF and NACWA.  
The draft is currently being shopped in the House and Senate.  The definition of conventional 
infrastructure may need to be softened.  It is unlikely to be taken up by Congress prior to September 
so it may run out of time this year.  It’s an attempt to formalize the green infrastructure initiative from 
EPA.  Julia will send a link to EPA’s green infrastructure information.  NRDC and American Rivers 
worked on the draft.  The Senate took up State Revolving Fund legislation a couple of weeks ago.  
Their mark up is complete.  The legislation is water and wastewater focused.  There are a lot of 
provisions from the Recovery Act included and it pulls in green infrastructure set asides.  There is 
no buy American provision.  It uses a revised allocation formula based on the most recent needs 
survey.  States with the most need will get priority.  Mike asked if money will be added for small or 
rural communities.  There is a provision to revise the disadvantaged communities formula.  This 
“community affordability” provision is intended to address economically distressed areas.  It gives 
EPA 3 to 6 months to revise the formula.  The Clean Water Act will be taken up.  The intent is to 
clear up confusion and design a definition to protect U.S. waters.  The word “navigable” will 
probably be removed.  Julia sent an email to everyone with a proposal from NACWA and WEF to 
develop the attributes of a collection system.  Mike and Matt have volunteered to provide 
comments.  The intent is to present the attributes to EPA for their buy-in/partnership/endorsement.  
The Assistant Director for Water nominee still hasn’t been approved.  Mike asked about the highway 
reauthorization hearings.  Julia will follow up. 

 
4. Education Report 

Matt said that the Education Committee’s last conference call was a wrap up of the Education 
Summit.  One issue being discussed is the potential topic for the first certificate program.  The 
Committee would like input on the subject matter.  They will meet sometime in Columbus.  Matt’s 
appointment to the Committee was for one year so he will have to be reappointed in order to 
continue.  He would like to continue to serve. 
 



5. Board Report 
George reported that the Board will meet next week in Louisville.  He said that their agenda will 
include association finances and the use of reserves; the proposal for some Technical Committees 
to not meet face to face in the Spring and to meet by web conference instead; and the Center for 
Sustainability.  The Center is lagging.  It was scheduled to start in January and there hasn’t been a 
meeting yet.  APWA may be missing an opportunity by not moving more quickly.  George would like 
Committee members to email him with their feedback on face to face Committee meetings.  Mike 
said that without the Spring Meeting, there is no expense partnership with members’ employers.  
Keith said that the Spring Meeting defines the rest of the year for the Committee.  The Congress 
meeting doesn’t give enough time.  George said that the Congress meeting is not as focused as the 
Spring Meeting.  There are too many other activities.  Joe congratulated George on his President-
Elect nomination. 
 

6. Stormwater Summit 2009 
Paul still hasn’t finalized all of the speakers.  The deadline is June 8 to be included in Congress 
promotional materials.  Peter sent a letter to Dr. Larsen with USGS.  Julia will follow up with him. 

 
7. Identify topic for new publication 

Mike sent Joe a publication to look at as a starting point.  Mike and Joe will confer and will have 
something to share for the next meeting. 

 
8. Congress sessions for 2010 

a. Watershed based permitting 
b. Smart watershed investments, putting money in the right places instead of more money 
c. CSO monitoring – Joe  
d. Federal vs. state vs. local role 
e. Weather data collection, forecasting, flood warnings 
The list needs to be narrowed down to three and assignments are needed.  Joe volunteered to get 
speakers for a session on CSO monitoring.  It will be a good topic for Boston.  Committee members 
will look for possible speakers in their area.  There is still time to swap topics, if needed.  This item 
will be continued on the next meeting agenda. 

 
9. Reporter articles for 2010 

a. Permeable pavement from the transportation side and the water side 
b. First flush treatment for stormwater 
c. Impacts on water quality of street sweeping 
d. CMOM compliance for CSO compliance 
e. Agency interconnect in watershed planning 
f. Water conservation through turf management or alternative turf 
g. Desalinization 
As with the Congress sessions, a Committee member is needed to arrange the article but does not 
have to write.  Five to seven articles are needed.  Articles are due around Dec. 15.  The February 
issue covers water. 

 
10. Congress meeting: 1:00PM on Monday, September 14 

Everyone has confirmed for the meeting.  It will not be published in the program.  Joe will invite 
Chapter liaisons. 

 
11. Other Business 

Colene will follow up with the number of people who took the stormwater exam on May 16 and send 
an email. 
 
Mike asked if the association’s revenue decline is a result of exhibitor withdrawals, not membership.  
George said that membership is still good.  Exhibits are down some but the association lost money 
on investments.  George will have better numbers after next week’s meeting.  He thinks APWA 
needs to zero in on certification programs like the LEED certification that is in high demand. 
 
The next meeting is June 25. 



 
12. Congress sessions for 2009 (no action needed) 

a. Is there a role for detention facilities in the age of Low Impact Development? 9/15/2009 3:45 PM 
- 5:00 PM – Keith Duncan  

b. NPDES-Water Quality Trading and the Current State of TMDL’s 9/13/2009 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM – 
Paul Hindman 

c. taking steps toward sustainability 9/15/2009 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM – Joseph Superneau 
 
13. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:48AM. 
 


