
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Saturday, August 16, 2008 
New Orleans Convention Center, New Orleans, LA 

 
Present: Joe Superneau, Chair 

George Crombie, At-Large Director 
Bill Spearman, Outgoing Member 

  Matt Singleton, Member 
Keith Duncan, Member  

  Tom Trice, Outgoing Member 
  Mike Healy, Incoming Member 
  Paul Hindman, Incoming Member 
  Bob Nowak, Incoming Member 
  Becky Stein, Certification 

Julia Anastasio, Government Relations 
  Dave Dancy, Marketing 

Karen Wilson, Education 
Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 

 
Guests: Noel Thompson, President-Elect 
  Larry Frevert, President 
  Rick Merson, New England Chapter 
  Steve Materkowski, Colorado Chapter 
 

1. Call to order  
Joe called the meeting to order at 8:11 am. 

 
2. Review of the July meeting summary 

The July meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Board Report  

George reported that there some department changes.  Karen shared that the Education 
Department and Technical Services are merging to become the Professional Development 
Department.  A new Director for the department will be hired.  George said that the move just 
makes sense.  The Sustainability Task Force will be making a recommendation to the Board.  They 
will continue to meet to come up with the structure for a new committee and report to the Board in 
November.  George would like each Technical Committee to have one member on the new 
sustainability or climate change committee and also one member from the House of Delegates and 
Education Committee.  This may mean increasing the number of Technical Committee members.  
The Board will hold a visioning workshop in November. 

 
4. Welcome and Introductions 
 
5. Becky distributed copies of the brochure for the Stormwater Manager Certification program.  The 

eligibility requirements and exam will be developed next.  Item writing will be in October.  The 
certification is for 5 years.  One hundred professional development hours will be required.  Noel will 
make an announcement at the opening general session.  There is a certification booth on the exhibit 
floor for information on all of the programs.  Information on the stormwater program will be mailed to 
members, as well.  The first exam will be May 16, in Dallas.  The second exam will be at Congress 



2009.  Bill stated that there are some partnership opportunities opening up.  After 3 years, the exam 
will move to a computer-based test. 

 
6. Legislative Update 

Julia will give information on the stormwater manager certification program to Ben Grumbles when 
he is here on Wednesday.  APWA has been working with Penn State on the PBS special titled 
“Liquid Assets.”  It will cover the “hidden” wastewater assets and funding crisis in the U.S.  Some 
new tools available on the EPA website were highlighted in a recent Washington Report to the 
members.  Julia passed out a packet of summaries and letters on legislation from the past year.  It 
includes the sewage overflow issue and chemical facility security.  It is likely that the exemption for 
water and wastewater plants will be removed.  The bill is not going anywhere this year.  There have 
been no appropriations bills yet.  There is an SRF bill coming out of the Senate committee for Clean 
Water and Drinking Water.  The House committee only addressed Clean Water with their SRF bill.  
So far, the drinking water community is not interested in the Water Trust Fund Bill.  A bottle 
beverage fee has been discussed as one possible funding mechanism.  Also from this year, the 
Clean Water Restoration Act will have the term navigable waters replaced with waters of the U.S.  
The Sewage Right to Know Act will require that all overflows be reported, including residential, since 
a distinction is not made.  American Rivers is pushing the legislation.  George suggested partnering 
with other groups to actually write legislation and be more proactive.  Water may be an issue in the 
new transportation bill.  A resolution was developed by the Committee to ask the Board to join with 
other associations to develop future water policy.  A motion was passed.  (The resolution is 
attached.)  Members were asked to read the information provided on the Clean Water Restoration 
Act and provide comments to Julia. 

 
7. Education Report 

Karen reported that development of a stormwater curriculum will begin soon.  Subject matter 
experts will be needed around the end of August or early September.  They will be developing the 
text for a new course. 
 

8. Click, Listen & Learn programs for December and February 
The CLL in December will present NPDES good housekeeping practices.  The learning objectives 
and speakers are needed.  In February, rural water will be presented.  Learning objectives and 
speakers for that program will also be needed soon.  The Education Committee is now made up of 
one member from each of the Technical Committees.  Case studies were suggested for the good 
housekeeping CLL and Judy Mueller was mentioned as a good person to contact. 
 

9. Annual Report 2007-2008 
The annual report was reviewed. 

 
10. Theme for 2009 Stormwater Summit 

There are small communities around Columbus that may be interested in a discussion of forming a 
utility.  The Summit will cover forming a stormwater utility and wet weather programs.  There are a 
lot of interrelationships with CSOs and SSOs.  Some points to cover in the Summit will be public 
outreach, fee structures, utilities vs. authorities, and abatements or challenges to the fee for failure 
to perform. 

 
11. Publications 

Dave Dancy introduced himself and asked if the Committee is working on or planning any 
publications.  The Committee is not planning a publication. 
 

12. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 
a. Sustainability and climate change adaptation – George and Joe 
b. New and innovative techniques in detention and retention – Keith 
c. Water quality trading and TMDLs – Paul and Bob 

 
13. Articles for the February 2009 issue of the Reporter 

a. Strategies for arsenic removal from groundwater – Keith  
b. Removal of pharmaceuticals from wastewater – Matt  



c. Water and energy – Joe  
d. Peer review, operational audits – Keith  
e. New stormwater certification program –Joe  
f. Outlet capacities – Mike 
g. School outreach – Joe  

 
14. Larry and Noel thanked the Committee members for their service.  Noel is urging committees to 

form subcommittees to get tasks accomplished and to involve more members.  Sustainability will be 
a big issue this year. 

 
15. Roster and Contact Information 

Two corrections will be made. 
 
16. Expectations of Committee Members 

The list of committee member responsibilities was reviewed. 
 

17. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters 
Members should review the presentation for any needed updates before the next conference call. 

 
18. Quarterly Reports to House of Delegates  

Reports are prepared by staff and shared with the Chapters and the Board.  Reports provide 
members a chance to see the activities of other Technical Committees. 

 
19. Annual Review of the Water Resources Position papers 

a. Clean Water Act Reauthorization – Matt 
b. Clean Water Policy – Paul 
c. Endangered Species Act – Keith 
d. Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy – Mike 
e. Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts – Joe 
f. National Drought Policy – Matt 
g. Optimum Use of Water – Mike 
h. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) – Bob 
i. Water Resources Development Act – Bob 
j. Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders – Paul 
k. Wetlands Protection – Keith 

 
20. 2008-2009 Business Plan 

The business plan was approved with one typo correction. 
 
21. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 

The budget includes 10 calls per year at one hour each.  The Committee will meet the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 12:00 pm Eastern. 

 
22. Set date for the 2008 Spring Meeting 

March 6 is the proposed date for the Spring Meeting in Kansas City.  March 13 is the back-up date.  
The date will be confirmed on the next conference call. 

 
23. Involvement of Chapter Liaison 

Joe reported that 11 have signed up to be liaisons between their chapter and the Committee.  Joe 
stays in contact with them via email.  Information can be shared with the chapter Water Resources 
Committees.  It is important to look at what the chapters are discussing.  Attracting younger 
members and meeting their needs is a concern.  A stronger online presence may be needed. 

 
24. New items 

There was no new business. 
 
25. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:46 am. 



Attachment I:  Resolution 
 
American Public Works Association 
 
The Water Resources Management Committee hereby offers the following motion to the APWA Board of 
Directors on this day of August 16, 2008: 
 
Be it resolved that the Water Resources Management Committee asks the Board of Directors to: 

 Create a partnership with APWA and other water sector organizations whose purpose is to develop and 
advocate for a sustainable water management policy for the 21st Century.  

 
 
Joe Superneau 
Chair, 2008 
  


