
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

SPRING MEETING SUMMARY 
 

March 7, 2008 
 

Present: Joe Superneau, Chair 
George Crombie, At-Large Director  

  Tom Trice, Member 
Bill Spearman, Member  
Mary Meloy, Member 
Keith Duncan, Member 
Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
Patricia Kutt, Education 
Karen Wilson, Education 
Becky Stein, Certification Manager 
 

Absent: Matt Singleton, Member 
   
 
 

1. Call to order  
The meeting was called to order at 8:36AM Central. 

 
2. Review of the February meeting summary 

The February meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 

3. Board Report 
The Board met in February in DC.  The At-Large Directors are to work with the Technical 
Committees to reach out to chapters to establish liaisons.  There was also discussion of setting up 
accreditation committees in chapters.  The Climate Change Symposium is April 9-10 in Tempe.  
There will be a tour of the labs at Arizona State and George is speaking.  The Board wrote a 
response to the 3 resolutions from the Water Resources and Solid Waste Committees regarding 
association environmental sustainability, use of the Technical Committees in planning education 
programs and implementation of stormwater certification.  A staff committee has met to begin 
working on sustainability.  Members of the Education Committee are meeting with the Technical 
Committees.  Online certification testing is being explored.  Vancouver and Toronto are possible 
locations for Congress 2014.  The audit was fine.  Finances look good.  There is some concern that 
attendance could be down for Congress in New Orleans this year.  Click, Listen & Learn attendance 
is down somewhat this year.  A new award is being set up for administrative management.  All of 
the awards will be looked at for consistency.  There is a new branch of the Ohio Chapter.  There 
was some discussion on Board authority and Certification Commission authority.  The Commission 
currently reviews proposals for new certification programs and decides whether to move forward.  A 
Task Force is working on the issue of whether this should remain or whether the Commission 
should merely make a recommendation to the Board and the Board make the decision to move 
forward.  Darwin Durnie, Christine Andersen and Ron Norris make up the Certification Commission.  
The Education Committee is participating in Technical Committee calls and face-to-face meetings 
when possible.  A think tank project for the House of Delegates was proposed.  Another issue was 
education at the chapter level.  Joe stated that he has received responses to his request for a 
chapter liaison from 10 chapters.  The Board appropriated $50,000 for the campaign to support the 
Transportation Bill.  New subcommittees were created to look at:  education and certification, 



visioning, Certification Commission authority, bylaws, sustainability and developing a Board 
evaluation process. 
 

4. Review of the draft chapters of the Management Practices Manual 
Matt emailed his comments to Ann.  Joe provided written comments. Tom said that he sent 
comments also. 

 
5. Stormwater Manager Certification Program 

Becky reported that the advisory committee met on February 1.  Dwayne Kalynchuk joined the 
group to provide Canadian input.  They developed a task list.  The survey will go out next week to 
8,000 members from the database.  The committee will meet in mid April to review the results and 
write the content outline.  The content outline can then be used to plan any education programs or 
publications.  Larry will appoint a Council to develop standards like recertification and eligibility.  The 
program will be launched at Congress.  The first exam will be in the spring of 2009.  Item writing will 
take place in June.  These are the exam questions.  Suggestions or volunteers are needed for item 
writers.  Suggestions are also needed for Council members.  Bill suggested that future Water 
Resources Committee members could be found in the advisory committee.  Education has a budget 
item for a stormwater course next year.  George suggested that chapters could provide CEUs in the 
future.  The fleet and construction inspection certifications both have 5 year recertification and 
require 100 hours.  Becky provided copies of the survey. 

 
6. Education Department Report 

Karen provided the results of the Click, Listen & Learn topic brainstorming from the January 
Education Committee meeting.  Bill was conferenced in for the meeting.  The top choices still need 
to be narrowed to fifteen.  Topics must be informational, be able to fit into 2 hours, have speakers 
available, have a target audience, have wide appeal and not be redundant.  There has been a 
stormwater CLL every year for several years.  Keith likes the good housekeeping and BMP 
maintenance topic and the rural water topic.  Patricia suggested that APWA could create a pool of 
peer reviewers for department/yard clean up.  Tom said that that was similar to an accreditation site 
visit.  BMP maintenance should be separate from the good housekeeping topic.  There was some 
question as to whether a rural water topic could draw a rural audience.  There is a web-based 
training session in the budget for next year.  It could be three 3-hour sessions over a two and a half 
month period.  Green retrofitting is the suggested topic for it.  The Climate Change Symposium has 
31 people signed up.  There is another symposium/conference in the budget for next year.  The 
topic for it would be sustainability.  George suggested that a current topic is opportunities for public 
works funding in the Farm Bill.  There was a member angry over the Climate Change Symposium, 
saying that APWA shouldn’t be supporting “junk science.”  The budget also allows for one certificate 
program next year and another Education Summit.  A two year cycle has been suggested for the 
Education Summits, events set up for chapter representatives.  Chapter BMPs have been 
discussed by the Education Committee.  Suggestions were sent to the Awards Review Committee.  
The Public Works Institutes were started to provide management training at the chapter level. There 
are only six approved Institutes but there are others running.  Volunteers are needed for Congress 
in New Orleans and they are being coordinated by national staff. 
 

7. Stormwater Summit 
Karen and Bill have the morning ready.  It will cover green infrastructure.  Ben Grumbles will speak 
first.  Afternoon speakers are needed.  The session should cover FEMA certifications and flood 
control with long question and answer periods.  It was suggested that a quick overview is needed 
from the Corps of Engineers and FEMA.  They could give their plans, a “what’s coming” update, and 
discuss the new maps.  A strong moderator will be needed.  A FEMA contact is needed.  Julia or 
Brian Usher may be able to help.  Joe will contact Col. Thalken from the New England COE.  Keith 
suggested Sean O’Leary, a past speaker, formerly with Salina, KS, now with Norman, OK, for a 
local perspective.  A recent levee failure, maybe in the northwest, was mentioned. 

 
8. There was further discussion of the involvement of the Education Committee.  There was a 

unanimous vote to put forward a resolution to the Board that a representative of each Technical 
Committee be appointed to the Education Committee.  The representative could be a current or 
past committee member. 



9. There was some discussion of the timing of choosing topics for Congress sessions, articles and 
CLLs.  Topics are chosen far ahead of their deadlines.  This time is sometimes needed in order to 
secure speakers or authors or make modifications to the topic.  Topic brainstorming has always 
been reserved for face-to-face meetings.  CLL topics are brought back to the Committee before 
submission late in the year. 

 
10. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 

Bill asked if it was possible to get a longer session, one and a half hours.  He suggested the topic: 
creating stormwater utilities, presenting the basics and then 2 case studies, one large and one small 
community.  Congress is in Columbus, OH in 2009.  Keith suggested detention and retention, the 
basics and design.  The stormwater utilities topic could be part of the Summit.  Water and 
sustainability was suggested.  The topics, TMDLs and cap and trade of water, could be combined 
into a session.  Other topics were:  the economics of water using the New York City land purchase 
to offset treatment plant construction as an example, public trust or who owns the water, economics 
of water supply, economics of water reuse and reclamation, the value of protecting watersheds from 
growth/development and CSOs, addressing consent decrees through green infrastructure.  The 
Stormwater Summit could be changed to the Water Resources Summit.  The economics of supply, 
use and reclamation could be addressed. 
The topics were narrowed to: 
Creating stormwater utilities (Summit) – Bill 
Detention and retention – Keith and Bill 
TMDLs and cap and trade of water 
Economics of water supply, water use and water reclamation (Summit) 
CSOs, addressing consent decrees through green infrastructure 
 

11. Articles for February 2009 issue of the Reporter 
Topic ideas: 
Strategies for arsenic removal from groundwater – Keith  
Removal of pharmaceuticals from wastewater 
Water and energy – Joe  
Peer review, operational audits – Keith  
New stormwater certification program – Bill  
Re-licensing of dams, power plants – Mary  
Outlet capacities – Tom  
School outreach – Joe  

 
12. George suggested that if the walk is repeated at Congress 2009, it could have a water theme and 

follow the river. 
 
13. Publications 

A criteria and timetable for publications has been provided by Connie.  The content outline for the 
certification program will be available in April.  The Committee can begin working on a stormwater 
publication then.  Small publications are usually popular.  The Solid Waste Committee did one last 
year and will have another this year. 

 
14. George suggested another topic for a Congress session: becoming a player in the water resources 

industry.  He also suggested an article on nonpoint source pollution.  Joe suggested a follow up 
article on environmental yield. 

 
15. Approval of the Water Resources position papers 

a. Clean Water Act Reauthorization –approved  
b. Clean Water Policy –approved 
c. Endangered Species Act –approved 
d. Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy –approved 
e. Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts –approved 
f. National Drought Policy –approved 
g. Optimum Use of Water –approved 
h. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) –approved 



i. Water Resources Development Act –approved with Bill’s changes 
j. Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders –approved 
k. Wetlands Protection –approved 

 
16. Review of 2007-2008 Business Plan accomplishments 

The Committee has been working with other associations through the BMP database project.  Joe is 
still working on the Effective Utilities Management project. 
 

17. George suggested another topic: adaptation and invasive species due to climate change. 
 
18. Preparation of draft 2008-2009 Business Plan 

The new business plan should replace the phrase “global warming” with “climate change.”   A new 
publication on stormwater should be added.  Other items that should be added are: create more 
opportunities for exchange with the Education Committee and expand efforts to link with chapters. 
 

19. George suggested a resolution to the Board to allow Committee members to travel to chapters.  Ten 
chapter visits were proposed.  The request to the Board would be for $10,000 to cover travel 
expenses for Committee members.  Bill made a motion that the Water Resources Management 
Committee request $10,000 in travel funds to facilitate Committee involvement with chapters.  The 
purpose would be to inform chapters of Committee activities and solicit participation.  Keith 
seconded the motion and there was a unanimous vote.  A resolution was requested stating this 
request.  A draft will be written for Joe’s signature. 

 
20. New items 

The Committee will meet from 8:00 to 11:00 AM on the Saturday before Congress.  There will be no 
Joint Technical Committee meeting.  There will be quarterly conference calls for all Committee 
Chairs and At-Large Directors beginning before the end of the fiscal year.  These calls are for 
Chairs to update each other on committee activities, provide Congress session topics and suggest 
joint projects.  Joe is inviting chapter liaisons to the Committee’s meeting at Congress for 30-45 
minutes.  He will send topics and other meeting issues to them for comment.  Tom would like to 
move the meeting to 9:00 to 12:00.  Joe is going to invite the chapter liaisons to come in at 11:00 
and extend the meeting from 8:00 to 11:30AM. 

 
21. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:36PM. 



Attachment I:  Resolution 
 
American Public Works Association 
 
 
The Water Resources Management Committee hereby offers the following motion to the APWA Board of 
Directors on this day of March 7, 2008: 
 
Be it resolved that the Water Resources Management Committee asks the Board of Directors to: 
 

 Appoint a representative of each Technical Committee to the Education Committee.  The representative 
could be a current or past committee member. 

 
 
 
Joe Superneau 
Chair, 2008 



Attachment II:  Resolution 
 
American Public Works Association 
 
 
The Water Resources Management Committee hereby offers the following motion to the APWA Board of 
Directors on this day of March 7, 2008: 
 
Be it resolved that the Water Resources Management Committee asks the Board of Directors to: 
 

 Allocate $10,000 in travel funds to facilitate Water Resources Management Committee involvement with 
chapters.  The purpose would be to inform chapters of Committee activities and solicit participation.  

 
 
Joe Superneau 
Chair, 2008 
 
 


