
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

September 9, 2006 
 

Present: Bill Spearman, Outgoing Chair 
  Mary Meloy, Incoming Chair 

Matt Singleton, Member 
  Bob Carr, Outgoing Member   
  Joe Superneau, Member 

Keith Duncan, Member  
  Tom Trice, Incoming Member 
  George Crombie, At-Large Director 

Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
Julia Anastasio, Government Relations 

 
Guests: Bob Freudenthal, President 
  Bill Verkest, President- Elect 
  Larry Frevert, At-Large Director 
  Peter King, Executive Director 
  Connie Hartline, Publications 
 
 

1. Call to order  
The meeting was called to order at 1:04 pm. 

 
2. Welcome and Introductions 

Each member gave their area of interest:  Bill, stormwater design/construction; Tom, stormwater 
utilities; Matt, water distribution, treatment, wastewater, and stormwater; Keith, distribution and 
wastewater; Bob, modeling; George, stormwater and coastal issues; Joe, distribution and 
wastewater; Mary, rivers, recreation, irrigation, stormwater and source water. 

 
3. Review of the August meeting summary 

The August meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 

4. Director-At-Large Report  
George mentioned that Kansas City has done a great job with Congress and it should be the best 
yet.  Finances are in good standing.  The goal is to keep 35% in reserve and grow that to 75%.  The 
Board has been working on the strategic plan.  A certification blueprint is also in the works.  The 
Fleet and Grounds certification programs are kicking off.  Construction Inspection is coming soon.  
Work on stormwater certification will continue.  Water resources is a growing area especially in 
regards to NPDES permits. 

 
5. Publications 

Bob has sent an outline for Hydrology and Hydraulics to Bud and will share with the Committee 
soon.  It could be one publication or two separate publications.  The Urban Stormwater 
Management book could be revised as the text for a stormwater certification program.  Connie will 
have a list of guidelines for contributors available in October. 

 
6. Legislative Update 



Julia reviewed the legislative issues addressed by the Committee over the past year and gave the 
current status.  APWA is a part of WIN, promoting the Clean Water Trust Fund on the hill and trying 
to get more co-sponsors.  A meeting is being set up for congressional staff with WIN to answer any 
questions.  The National Levy Protection Act probably won’t move before the elections.  The 
comments were well received.  The chemical industry is pushing the Chemical Facility Security Act.  
We’re asking for exclusion for public water treatment plants.  The Congressional briefing with 
speaker Bruce Florquist, a former Committee member, was well received.  The Water Resources 
Development Act may get a signature this year.  We’ve been working with an alliance called the 
National Waterways Conference.  The Wastewater Treatment Security Act may pass the Senate but 
we’re not likely to see a bill soon.  A total of three Congressional briefings were held this year on 
various issues.  Blending comments were submitted and we’re waiting for the final rule.  Comments 
were recently submitted to remove the agriculture exemption from the NPDES rule.  Under the 
National Primary Drinking Water regulations, comments are due soon on the Lead and Copper rule.  
Final rule for stage two disinfectants has gone into effect.  The grants matrix for Homeland Security 
improvements to water facilities has been reviewed and comments are being provided.  Under the 
Water Security Division Stakeholder Involvement Plan, Matt provided comments stating that 
improvements that have already been done are not being recognized. 
 

7. Bob Freudenthal expressed his appreciation for everyone’s service on the Committee. 
 
8. Annual Report 2005-2006 

A copy of the annual report is provided.  This will be presented to the Board Wednesday morning. 
 

9. Bill Verkest expressed his appreciation for everyone’s service on the Committee. 
 
10. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2007 

a. City partnership on benchmarking in Canada – Bill Spearman (Doug Drever) 
b. Texas water quality regulations – Matt Singleton  (already submitted) 
c. Watershed management – George Crombie 

 
11. Articles for the February 2007 issue of the Reporter 

a. Wet weather information – Bill Spearman (Doug Drever) 
b. Environmental yield – Joe Superneau and George Crombie 
c. Drought and water resources – Keith Duncan 
d. Milwaukee models – Bill Spearman (Bob Carr) 
e. Shore protection project – Bill Spearman 

 
12. Bill Spearman expressed his appreciation to the Committee members and staff for their efforts 

during his service as chair. 
 
13. The House of Delegates has been discussing term limits and improving communication from 

chapters. 
 

14. Peter asked if there were any questions regarding the stormwater certification program.  The 
feasibility study is in the budget.  The Board will act on the staff recommendation to proceed on 
Wednesday.  It will be a challenge to develop a program that doesn’t exclude some states.  The 
program timeline is approximately 22-26 months with an investment of $185,000.  The timeline can 
be condensed some but time is still needed for the consultant to prepare the survey, get responses, 
pull together experts, meet with the experts, perform the job analysis and write the exam. 

 
15. Mary stated that the Leadership meeting last month gave all of the committee chairs a chance to 

meet and share goals.  Bill shared his goals for building capacity in the chapters, selling the 
strategic plan, supporting and helping to implement the initiatives of the Governance Task Force, 
supporting the government affairs/advocacy work, setting the formal blueprint for certification and 
improving visibility to the members.  Chairs are expected to be leaders, seek committee needs, 
think long term, make decisions based on the strategic plan, and utilize the At-Large Directors and 
staff as resources. 

 



16. Roster and Contact Information 
Keith provided new contact information.  An updated roster will be sent out. 

 
17. Expectations of Committee Members 

The Committee operates under Robert’s Rules of Order for small groups.  Motions and votes are 
not necessary.  Consensus is all that is needed.  While there is no quorum, generally conference 
calls will be canceled if more than half of the committee is unable to attend.  This means that calls 
with only two committee members will be canceled or rescheduled.  Meeting agendas and 
summaries and sent by email a week before the scheduled conference call.  If you have items you 
would like added to the next agenda, you can mention it during the meeting or email the Chair or 
Colene before the next agenda arrives.  Draft meeting summaries are sent out within 2 days after 
the conference call.  There will be a new conference call provider starting in October so please note 
the new number on your first meeting agenda of the new year.  Past members have been tapped on 
a project by project basis.  There are no permanent subcommittees at this time.  It would be helpful 
to create a Water Resources list of experts.  This could include Committee members from the last 
six years. 
 

18. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters 
The presentation is available online along with meeting summaries, newsletters, the roster and 
position papers.  It was suggested that the Committee could keep Regional Directors up to date on 
their activities by sending them brief updates.  The Reporter issue can also be utilized for an update 
on committee activities and listing the position papers.  Bob has written articles on serving on 
national committees for his chapter newsletter.  An article in Bridges is also a possibility. 

 
19. Annual Review of the Water Resources Position papers 

a. Clean Water Act Reauthorization – Joe Superneau 
b. Clean Water Policy – Matt Singleton 
c. Endangered Species Act – Keith Duncan 
d. Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy – Mary Meloy 
e. Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts – Joe 

Superneau 
f. National Drought Policy – Matt Singleton 
g. Optimum Use of Water – Keith Duncan 
h. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) – Bill Spearman 
i. Water Resources Development Act – Bill Spearman 
j. Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders – Tom Trice 
k. Wetlands Protection – Bill Spearman 
The Committee may also recommend any additional positions that they feel are needed.  Positions 
may be advocacy, directed toward legislators, or guidance, directed toward members’ agencies.  A 
stormwater guidance paper was suggested.  Bill’s stormwater certification proposal will be shared 
for comments. 

 
20. 2006-2007 Business Plan 

The Stormwater Summit idea was discussed as a possible pre-Congress event for next year.  The 
status will be checked with Congress staff.  The Draft Business Plan was approved.  Creating a 
Stormwater Utility was suggested as a Click, Listen and Learn topic. 
 

21. Draft Strategic Plan 
The draft Strategic Plan includes many of the goals that Mary mentioned previously.  The idea of 
holding an education summit is new. 
 

22. Water Resources Science Fair 
George suggested that a good way to improve the public’s understanding of Public Works, involve 
students in learning about the water resources industry and increase chapter involvement would be 
for chapters to set up science fairs.  Some chapters could sponsor an award at an existing science 
fair.  Some areas have active education programs like the Lake Fairs in Wisconsin, engineering 
fairs, student tours and classroom time.  It could be done in partnership with another organization.  
At the national level, a process could be created and advocates located within chapters.  There is a 



committee working on the next in the educational publications series directed towards upper grades.  
Ideas should be compiled for the next call.   
 

23. Plans for the 2007 Spring Meeting 
There is a memo in the packet concerning the Spring face-to-face meeting of the Committee.  Staff 
will begin working out possible dates with the At-Large Directors and Committee Chairs 
immediately.  As stated in the memo, dates must be confirmed by the November conference calls of 
all committees. 
 

24. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 
The budget includes ten 1-hour conference calls for the year.  The Committee will continue to meet 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00AM Central. 
 

25. GAC is reviewing policies and positions.  Julia will be making two suggestions: keep stormwater 
with other water issues and create a new position regarding dams, flood control and levies. 

 
26. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:57 pm. 
 


