
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

COMBINED MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Friday, March 31, 2006 
Kansas City, MO 

 
Present: Bill Spearman, Chair 
  George Crombie, At-Large Director 
  Matt Singleton, Member 
  Bob Carr, Member 
  Doug Drever, Member 
  Keith Duncan, Member 

Joe Superneau, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
  Nickole Blankenship, Staff 
 
Guests: Howard LaFever, Regional Director 

Peter King, Executive Director 
  Connie Hartline, Publications 
 
 

1. Bill Spearman called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 
 
2. The February conference call summary was reviewed and approved. 

 
3. George Crombie reported on the strategic plan and the fleet certification program.  He challenged 

the committee to produce a product that could influence water resources overall in the U.S. 
 

4. Overall membership and attracting new members, especially involvement in technical aspects was 
discussed and the desire for technical committees at the chapter level. 

 
5. The following position papers were reviewed and approved: 

a. Clean Water Act Reauthorization – revisions approved 
b. Clean Water Policy – revisions approved 
c. Endangered Species Act – revisions approved with one small edit 
d. Federal Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Policy – revisions approved with one edit 
e. Funding for Water and Wastewater Facilities/Safe Drinking & Clean Water Acts – revisions 

approved with edits 
f. National Drought Policy – revisions approved with one edit 
g. Optimum Use of Water – revisions approved with one edit 
h. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) – revisions approved 
i. Watershed Approach to Water Quality with All Key Stakeholders – revisions approved with one 

small edit 
j. Wetlands Protection – revisions approved with one edit 
k. WRDA – new paper approved 

 
6. The following topics were discussed for Congress sessions next year: 

a. City partnership on benchmarking in Canada – Doug Drever 
b. Texas water quality regulations – Matt Singleton 
c. Watershed management – George Crombie 
d. LID center/Smart growth and what it can do for communities – Keith Duncan and Bill Spearman 



 
7. The following topics were discussed for Reporter articles next year: 

a. Wet weather information – Doug Drever 
b. Environmental yield – Joe Superneau and George Crombie 
c. Drought and water resources – Keith Duncan 
d. Milwaukee models – Bob Carr 
e. Shore protection project – Bill Spearman 

 
8. The Committee discussed using an updated version of Urban Stormwater Management as a 

manual for a new certification program for stormwater managers.  Water and sewer operators are 
certified but there is no certification for managers.  There seems to be a demand for more 
stormwater management education.  A new organization has formed, the Southeast Stormwater 
Management Association.  It could evolve into a national association in the future.  A certification 
program for water resources managers could include tracks for stormwater managers, water 
managers and wastewater managers.  The Committee would like to see a copy of the Fleet 
Committee’s original proposal to the Board for the fleet management certification program.  Demand 
for stormwater education will increase as more cities become Phase II and later Phase III.  Grant 
funding could be sought from EPA or other sources to begin a new program.  A plan for the 
development of a water resources certification program should be prepared and submitted to the 
Board with stormwater management as Phase I. 

 
9. Peter reported that EPA Office of Water has held sustainability discussions with APWA, AWWA and 

other associations to identify the attributes of a sustainable utility.  A MOU is being prepared 
between all of the associations and EPA.  The associations will promote BMPs to their members.  
WEF has taken the lead and submitted a grant proposal for a steering committee of associations.  A 
consultant will put together a resource listing.  Members may be needed to serve on an advisory 
committee. 

 
10. The chapter prepared for the Emergency Management book may be turned into a small publication.  

A card or laminated sheet similar to a MSDS sheet was discussed.  The card could be posted in 
offices, plants or vehicles. 

 
11. Next year’s budget will include a needs assessment.  This was last done five years ago.  The 

Committee could provide some input for the survey content. 
 

12. At a meeting on the BMP Database project last week, the Project Manager from WERF briefed the 
associations on future plans for the database.  It needs to be more user-friendly and future 
sustainability of the database needs to be addressed. 

 
13. The business plan for 2006-2007 will include the BMP database project, developing a plan for a 

certification program, preparing a Stormwater Summit, developing a Click, Listen and Learn on 
stormwater management, and reviewing and suggesting publications for the bookstore.  Bob is 
working on an outline for a primer or primers on hydrology and hydraulics. 

 
14. The meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm. 


