
 
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

January 11, 2006 
 

Present: Bill Spearman, Chair 
  George Crombie, At-Large Director  
  Matt Singleton, Member 

Joe Superneau, Member 
  Bob Carr, Member   
  Keith Duncan, Member 
  Doug Drever, Member 

Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
Julia Anastasio, Government Relations 

 
Guest:  Larry Frevert, At-Large Director 
 
 

1. Bill called the meeting to order at 10:05 am Central. 
 
2. The December meeting summary was approved. 

 
3. Larry reported on APWA’s three certification programs: Fleet, Grounds and Construction Inspection.  

The Grounds program is a joint certification with the Professional Grounds Management Society.  
The Facilities & Grounds Committee reviewed their program and it is being adopted as is.  There 
will be some revenue sharing and recognition of APWA on the certification.  The Fleet program was 
developed by the Fleet Committee by first identifying the need.  A survey was conducted and 93% 
of 1,200 responses saw value in a fleet manager certification.  The certification has value to both 
the person and the agency.  Other certification programs for fleet management were found to have 
little use in the public sector.  Issues in those programs were specific to private sector procurement, 
labor, and insurance, and included things like selling/marketing that are not applicable.  A group 
was brought together to work with a consultant to identify job elements and 1,200 members were 
asked to review them.  Work on the program is continuing.  Education, testing, certification and re-
certification are being put together.  The program should be taking applicants in the spring and 
education should begin at Congress.  A certification board is being appointed.  There has been 
some discussion by the Board of a general Public Works manager certification.  The Public Works 
Institute and Masters programs are currently in place for directors but something more may be 
needed at the manager level.  George suggested that there could be a manager level certification in 
each of APWA’s areas and that the three new certification programs could generate more interest in 
these additional program areas.  Larry pointed out that certification is to the individual what 
accreditation is to the agency and that certification provides professional enhancement for 
members, education (plus a revenue stream) and advocacy, which are the three thrusts of the 
strategic plan.  Joe added that by placing license requirements for water operators in his union 
contract, a level of professionalism has been created.  While many states have licensing or 
certification programs for water, there are no programs for sewer or stormwater.  State programs 
are strong on some operations but do not cover management.  The Public Works Institute was 
created to cover management training.  The Fleet certification is not very technical because 
mechanics are already certified but instead focuses on management issues that are specific to 
fleets.  The Grounds certification is a little more technical.  The Construction Inspection program is 
specifically for the technician level.  Keith asked if there are management issues specific to water 
resources that need to be covered and if water resources is too broad.  Bill suggested that one 



area, such as stormwater, could be focused on first since there are no programs in that area, 
technical or managerial.  Matt requested a follow-up on the Public Works Institute. 

 
4. George reported that the Board will be meeting the first week of February in Washington.  Award 

nominations are due March 1.  The strategic plan is still in the works.  The Board is also discussing 
how to distribute the money collected for Hurricane Katrina.  Bill added that committee nominations 
are open too. 

 
5. Julia asked if there were additional comments on the new WRDA position statement.  Everyone 

agreed that it looks good.  Julia will send it on to GAC.  On the Clean Water Trust Fund, a bill was 
introduced in the House, HR4560, but while it is generally the same concept, it is different from 
WIN’s draft bill.  It places all State Revolving Fund money in the trust fund.  The funding source is 
left up to the EPA.  The Committee would like to continue to be involved with WIN.  Summaries 
were sent out on the two new drinking water rules.  Both are final rules.  A summary was sent out 
on EPA’s blending policy.  This is a proposed rule and comments are welcome.  Bob has a few 
more comments and Steve Masters is working on comments.  Bill will follow up with Steve.  The 
comment deadline is approaching. 

 
6. Education topics are needed.  The certification/institute issue was mentioned as a topic for the 

Combined Meeting.  Also for that meeting, there could be an overview of which committees deal 
with different issues, water, facilities, etc.  Education topics could include dealing with inaccurate 
public information or writing press releases.  Sewer maintenance information requests have come 
up on the infoNOW communities. 

 
7. There has been one response to the posting on infoNOW for subcommittee members. 

 
8. A possible publications subcommittee needs to be discussed at the Combined Meeting. 

 
9. There were no new items. 

 
10. The meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. 


