
UTILITIES AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY COMMITTEE 
Phoenix Congress Summary 

August 30, 2015 
  

APWA Mission Statement 
The American Public Works Association serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of 
knowledge. 
 
Participants 
Vic Bianes, Chair 
David Lawry, Director At-Large 
Roger Buell, Member 
Al Field, Incoming member 
Rouen Liu, Member 
Murv Morehead, Outgoing member 
Derrick Saedal, Member 
Stephane Larocque, Center for Sustainability 
Noel Thompson, CGA board 
Terry McLaurin, Georgia 811, Abandoned Utilities subcommittee 
David Kuebler, City of St Paul 
Monty Zimmerman, KC Metro Chapter 
Tod Fagan, Vice President of Missouri Chapter 
John Cooper, KC Metro Chapter committee chair 
Bill Heatherman, KC Metro Chapter 
Jeff Mains, KC Metro Chapter 
Randall Gorton, KC Metro Chapter 
Bob Freudenthal, APWA Past President 
 
Call to order and self-introductions– Vic Bianes called the meeting to order. 
Vic welcomed Al Field to the committee and thanked Murv Morehead for his years of service 
The committee reviewed the agenda and roster 
The meeting summary of 8-4-2015 was reviewed and approved 
 
At-Large Director – David Lawry reported that the at large directors met Friday.  They are 
pleased that the technical committees have a booth on the exposition floor where committee 
activities can be discussed with members and potential members recruited.  There are several 
anticipated member surveys coming up and the board has asked that they be consolidated. 
Transportation has already drafted a survey which could be expanded to cover the territory of all 
of the other surveys.  We have a new replacement for InfoNOW which is up and being tested by 
staff.  It should be fully functional in the next three months.  It will allow for all the activities of the 
old InfoNOW and also other things such as committee blog site and a place for document 
review and coordination.  We need to ask ourselves if the current communities are still relevant 
and if we need new ones.  Should we retain the same titles or match with committee names?  
David was asked if in his view the new Council of Chapters is working well.  He reports that he 
believes it is.  They have established nine committees and are getting their feet under them.   
  
 
Subcommittee Reports – Subcommittee chair reports 
 

 Right of Way Management – Rouen Liu – Their project, rewriting the Utility 
Coordination Committees manual- is progressing.  People pick up the book to take the 



practice to the next level.  They are engaged in getting more content.  Chapters have 
been assigned to each person.  They have a compilation of coordinating committees 
with many names.  They will coordinate with CGA, possible with the project coordination 
committee. 

 Construction Practices/Girow – Gerry Lundquist was not able to travel to congress.  
The NASTT/APWA Click, Listen, and Learn is coming up September 17 

 Damage Prevention – Derrick Saedal - The congress presentation is Wednesday 
morning.  It is about web based ticketing.  It reduces the number of required staff by 
about 1/3.  There is an app for it now.  It goes to the call center and through it.  Terry 
McLaurin also wants to be on the damage prevention subcommittee 

 Locating – Roger Buell – The subcommittee has been focused on drafting articles for 
the Reporter.  They are looking at locator certification qualifications and outreach to the 
Department of Labor for apprentice activity.  They are also looking at marking standards.  
Monty Zimmerman discussed the locating problems being discussed by CGA.  At&t and 
Google are overbuilding.  Locating companies are running as much as two weeks 
behind.  There may be an opportunity for partnering.  David Kuebler mentioned that the 
City of St Paul has a committee that reviews right-of-way on the web.  Tod Fagan 
(Missouri Gas Electric) can hook Roger up with locating information.  

 Abandoned Utilities – Al Field reported that the subcommittee has a best practices 
draft document.  It has been forwarded to CGA, Ron Peterson and Bill Kiger.  It will 
result in a position paper.   

 
Industry Update – Noel Thompson didn’t think there would be a CGA update until November.  
Al expressed the hope that we would be able to continue coordinating with CGA and OCSI at 
spring meetings.   
 
Emerging Issues –  

 The issue of broadband deployment in less sophisticated or rural environments was 
discussed.  There is a concern that as complicated as the process is in bigger cities, the 
smaller areas might get taken advantage of.  We might want to look at a lessons learned 
type of article or document to aid those communities.   

 There is a 150 page PHMSA rulemaking that allows for fining people who violate One 
Call 

 There is a push to discuss asset management.  Right of Way is the single largest asset 
of most agencies 

 
Submission of Guaranteed session 2015 Topics and change in format– Congress 
 sessions for 2016 in Minneapolis– Need a brief description of the topic by the 
 September 30 submission date. Potential topics and submitter: 
 

Proposed Presentation  Contact
Impact of Fed Regulations on ROW  Al 

Enforcement Issues in ROW Use  Noel 

Broadband Deployment and Impacts (Google & ATT&T)  Monty/ Rouen 

Location Certification  Ted 

Use of ROW for public use Cell Phone, Storm Water 
management 

David 

Use of Drones for ROW Management  David 

Directional Boring best practices  Ted 

Impacts to Small City's Rapid Broadband Deployment  Murv 



Abandoned Utilities  Murv 

Use of new Technology in ROW (locating & verification)  Randy 

Implementation of ROW Management Rural City  Randy 

Relocation, Coordination and Processing with other APWA 
Committees as it pertains to ROW 

Randy 

Erosion Control Guidelines with Utilities in the ROW use of EPA 
guidelines 

John 

American Disability Act Success in ROW (Past, Present, Future)  Derrick 

Impact Connected Vehicles will have on the ROW ( Joint 
Presentation with Transportation) 

Vic 

Best Practices Coordinating Utilities for CIP (Herding of Cats)  Vic 

Securing additional resources within the ROW  Rouen 

Sensitive & Archeological resources in the R/W  John 

Locate Overload and Mitigation  Ted 

 
We will need to select three topics for our guaranteed sessions for next year by September 30 
and submit a paragraph description with learning objectives.  We will do that by email. 
 
Click, Listen and Learn topics: 
APWA/NASTT September 17 CLL – Gerry, Carol 
2015 CLL – Derrick- -Web based ticketing systems 
2016 CLL – Directional Drilling through a Key Hole - Gerry 
 
What accomplishments did we achieve last year?   

 Booth for technical committees 
 Abandoned utilities best practices 
 Demolition paper 
 Position Papers 
 Tri-fold brochure 
 IRWA inroads/RW credential 
 Articles for the Reporter 
 3 congress presentations 
 Click Listen Learn 
 Increased committee membership 
 Added a new subcommittee “locating” 

 
New Topics for Subcommittees 

 Communication with chapters 
 Communication between committees 
 Reaching out to international 
 Asset Management 
 Advocacy 
 Drones 
 Unfunded mandates in the R/W 

  
 



 
Stet date and hour for monthly calls – The time and date will remain the First Tuesday of the 
month at 3:00 pm Eastern, 2:00 pm Central, 1:00 pm Mountain, 12:00 pm Pacific 
 
Replacement of InfoNOW – Staff explained that new software had been purchased that would 
take the place of Info NOW and additionally provide document sharing and blog posting for the 
committees.  It will be up and running in the next three months.   
 

 
Uprow education sessions: 
 
 
Monday, August 31, 2015 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM - When Public Agencies Do Battle, Vic 
Bianes, Room 122 AB 
 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM -Trenchless Trends – A Growing Industry, 
NASTT- Room 132 C 
 
Wednesday, September 2, 2015 8:30 AM - 9:20 AM - How Can Technology Help Public 
Works Agencies – Derrick Saedal, Room 128 AB 
 
  
The meeting adjourned 
       
 
        


