
Utility & Public Rights-of-Way Committee 
Combined Meeting Summary 

Sunday, March 22, 2015 

  

APWA Mission Statement 
The American Public Works Association serves its members by promoting 
professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and 
the exchange of knowledge. 
 

Participants 
Roger Buell, Member 
Vic Bianes, Chair 
David Lawry, Director At Large 
Gerry Lundquist, Member 
Murv Morehead, Member 
Derrick Saedal, Member 
Bill Kiger, CGA, OCSI (on phone – left early) 
Rouen Liu, Member (on phone) 
Danni Altman-Newell, APWA Staff 
Brian Usher, President Elect (joined at 10:50am) 

 
Absent 
Al Field, Abandoned Utilities subcommittee chair 
Carol Estes, Staff liaison 

 
Call to order – Vic Bianes, chair, called the meeting to order at 9:04am 
 
Review of Meeting Summary of February 10, 2015 – the meeting summary was approved 
 
At-Large Director – David Lawry gave an update on what the board had been working on.  The board 
recognizes there is a large disconnect between the at-large directors and what the technical 
committees are doing.  David asked for thoughts on how the combined  itmeeting went yesterday and if 
the committee wants to have these types of meetings do that more often.  There was a suggestion to 
have meetings on an every other year schedule and another to have it in conjunction with Snow 
Conference.  Everyone felt lines of communication needed to be kept open between chapters and 
National and that information was not getting communicated back to chapters on everything that was 
happening at National.  To help diversify communication methods, we should include papers, web, 
YouTube, podcasts, etc. even if it’s redundant because there are a wide variety of age levels in Public 
Works.  30 minutes was not long enough for break-out sessions on the specific topics.  The 
recap was too long and needed to be coordinated differently.  It didn’t work well.   The format worked 
okay but maybe   It was suggested that next time use a survey to provide the opportunity to pick out top 
break-out issues.  With the expertise at this meeting, suggest we Uuse the breakout sessions to put 
meat detail around identified those issues.  Murv indicated the current format shouldn’t be completely 
thrown out just revised to include top concerns along with what the at-large directors felt were 
important.  They board will be meeting again in June and David asked the rest of the committee to send 
him some additional feedback on the meetingthoughts that he could share.  There should be some way 
to start tracking the communication between chapters and National.  It should be measurable and 
reviewed every so often.  It needs to be something to peak the chapters interest, something beneficial 
to chapters.  We need to chip away at the large percentage of chapter population that doesn’t even 
realize the technical committees even exist.  Advocacy assistance was thrown out there as an example 



of something that could help break down the communication/knowledge barrier.  Roger liked the emails 
received from the delegate after the chapter meeting.  There was agreement that chapters were really 
busy and discussion ensued about how different chapters handled this for their communication to its 
members after meetings.  David felt UPROW should meet before the combined meetings  the debrief 
next time and suggested UPROW meet again next year.  Vic suggested sending comments/views on a 
meeting next year to the At-Large Directors as well.  David briefly discussed the struggle PWHS is 
currently having with membership, revenue and support.  David suggested appointing a liaison from 
each technical committee to provide some support to PWHS.  The next board meeting is in June.  The 
budget is good per Peter but we still need to build reserves back up, beyond that, theback. The next 
meeting will be in Phoenix…dress casual.  Murv requested to know what the attendance at Congress 
was.  David indicated it was approximately 1500. 
 

Action Items for 3-22-2015 
 

 

 Danni to provide list of all abstracts submitted for Phoenix Congress and contact 
information for those abstracts not selected.  UPROW to contact individuals not selected 
to see if they would be willing to submit an article for the Reporter 

 Derrick to develop click listen and learn for 2015 for Electric Locating 

 Vic to contact Derrick to discuss efforts with sub-committee for Damage Prevention 

 All UPROW members to provide David Lawry with suggested improvements for future 
technical combined meetings 

 All UPROW members to share information with their local chapters on UPROW activities 

 All chairs for UPROW Subcommittees to inform Vic and Carol names of all 
subcommittee members so Carol can list on the APWA website. 

 Carol to populate APWA UPROW website subcommittee members. 

 Subcommittee Chairs to let Vic and Carol know when their meetings are scheduled.  Vic 
may participate if time permits. 

 Vic to add to future agenda “Broadband Initiative” for UPROW to develop a proactive 
strategic strategy. 

 Vic to send to CGA notification of Bill Kiger and Murv Morehead to represent UPROW on 
CGA’s public stakeholder’s group. 

 Gerard to develop a click, listen and learn for 2016 on keyhole directional drilling 

 Rouen to contact Hoyt to develop a click, listen and learn for 2015  on DP3  

 Vic to add to the agenda the development of PowerPoint presentation to market 
UPROW at Congress or APWA Website 

 Carol to develop a contact list of past UPROW Chairs to serve as a resource for 
UPROW. 

 Vic to work with David Lawry on the possibility of a Congress booth assigned to the 
Technical Committees to educate and seek volunteers for subcommittee assignments. 

 Vic to invite  Stephane Larocque (steph.larocque@impactinfrastructure.com) from 
Sustainability to participate in UPROW meetings 

 Vic to send documents from Neil Grigg for UPROW to review draft Field Guidelines. 
 
All action items from last month are completed. 
 
Carry over from last month 

 Carol will see if we can get an update on “resiliency” pertaining to Homeland Security.  We have 
a new Director of Sustainability, Ann Jackson, who started just this Monday.  (carry on to next 
month’s agenda) 

mailto:steph.larocque@impactinfrastructure.com


 Carol will search for contacts for chapter specifications concerning utility marking removals.  Not 
all the chapter specifications are posted on the website.  (carry forward to next agenda) 

 InfoNow – new system called Public Works Communities will replace InfoNow.  Staff will be 
getting trained on it soon.  David likes the new the portals and suggested one for each 
Technical Committee 
 

Subcommittee Reports – Subcommittee chairs 

 Right of Way Management – Rouen Liu – subcommittee goal – Updating the How to Book 
on Utility Coordination.  Rouen sent out an outline; provided some guidance and direction on 
getting the book done.  He’s waiting on feedback from subcommittee members everyone on 
what was sent out.  The Ccore message he wants to deliver from the How to Book is the s 
should be that APWA is the authority on ROW, ?? (sorry Carol, I had a little trouble hearing 
comments from the phone)  The Subcommittee goal is to ; build content around this core 
message and to also s, keeping the book very user friendly.  Vic asked when first draft would be 
available, Rouen said end of summer (probably August 2015). 

 Construction Practices/Girow – Gerry Lundquist - Gerry is now a NASTT board member.  
Last week’s meeting was highest attended show. ever  with about approximately 2400 members 
(not all for the full show conference but also just  includes daily attendance) Trying to get more 
active participation so had a full gas day last Thursday.    I am trying Looking to develop better 
relationships with the larger groups (APWA included).  NASTT will be presenting at congress 
this year and will have a booth.  They plan to  and present a paper to help with building 
relationships.  Has several different papers being developed for presentation at different groups.  
Murv suggested for NASTT to actively seek out new construction methods.  Gerry included 
some discussion on new key hole directional drilling with some new equipment as an example 
of new technology.  Gerard Wwill send info on this construction method to other committee 
members; Vic suggested a future CLL for this. 

 Damage Prevention – Bill Kiger and Derrick Saedal – subcommittee goal – Cross Bores – 
Derrick did not have any updates; Bill had to leave the call before this  itemagenda item so 
nothing from Bill.  Derrick would like to chat with another committee member others to get a 
better understanding on how to get things going again start the subcommittee.  UPROW 
Committee agreed that if there was something Derrick would like to focus on that’s his 
prerogative and he should run with it.  Vic indicated there were lots of options for Derrick stated 
he would like to start with and if he’d like to start  the development of a CLL on electronic 
locating. he should definitely do it.  Derrick indicated he wanted to be sure to cover all locations, 
not just Canada.  Roger told Derrick the subcommittee’s duties were pretty much just 
developing an article for August Reporter, some type of outreach (like developing some type of 
paper) and all subcommittee members participating in Congress. Focus on innovation or bad 
situations/failures is always good material.  Derrick thanked the rest of the committee for their 
input and suggestions.  Carol: David asked if Carol to send names to committee chair  Vic of 
those who were not selected for committees as resources to draw on for subcommittees 

 Locating – Roger Buell – Holly Files was brought on as a new member. US Department of 
Labor is working on an apprenticeship program.  Roger has been in communication with 
Colleen Henry from the apprenticeship department at the US Department of Labor.  Currently 
working on a Reporter article to be ready by Congress.  Roger is working with the subcommittee 
Trying to get the team to comment on the marking guidelines from APWA.  Probably need to be 
replaced with current CGA Marking Guidelines.  Roger indicated the importance of APWA 
adopting guidelines can be far reaching and very important and should be taken seriously.  
Once the information from the Department of Labor is received Roger will work on getting it out 
for UPROW comment. 



 Abandoned Utilities – Al Field – Vic participated in conference call with Al and they are 
developing some best practices for abandoned utilities and will be putting that in a CGA format.  
Vic has seen athe  first draft for that and will provided his comments on those best practices. 
  

 Vic reminded everyone to please make sure he’s included on the subcommittees 
conference calls and he’ll call in and listen if time permits.  Make sure to provide your list of 
subcommittee members to Carol to use as resources.  Carol please  to send out a reminder to 
send subcommittee names in so website can be updated so individual names can be listed on 
APWA website for each UPROW subcommittee. 

 
CGA update – CGA conference set record 1500; website revised and protocols being established; 
Murv requested info to better acclimate his new employer about CGA; Bill suggested giving Noel 
Thompson a call and Bill and Noel will be happy to discuss with them; Bill stated representation is 
needed, reminded the committee that there could be two liaisons and asked to be considered as a 
second liaison; no objections and committee approved Bill as a second liaison to CGA.  Vic 
recommended Murv look at client base and write up a proposal for employer based on that.  Roger 
asked Bill whether he had heard any horror stories about the Google Fiber deployment.  Bill indicated 
there was a fairly large Google presence in Pittsburgh and said he could sit down with them and 
discuss.  Roger indicated he’d had some challenges with ramp up and he would continue to research 
options for that.   
 
Derrick asked Bill about CGA putting a proposal out about looking at web-based ticketing.  Bill didn’t 
recall a proposal about that and said that the system needed to be up to par to be able to create the 
best system possible.  Derrick had over 250 folks call into the webinar, MB will be working to catch up 
to the rest of Canada for web-based ticketing and provided an example of use in backhoe work.  
Derrick Ggave an explanation of how the process would work.  Much of the issue right now is the 
amount of time to call in for ticketing and the web-based ticketing would cut down on the time and thus 
number of issues.  Vic felt that the U.S. needed to also start looking to use this technologysystem.  Vic 
asked Derrick about doing a CLL on this subject.  Discussion on this included time savings, monetary 
savings.  Vic indicated a question was asked yesterday on how to get chapters more involved.  Vic 
indicated we should share the technology area with the chapters to help get them fully engaged since 
this will help save cost, improve safety, increase accuracy and efficiency. 
 
 
OCSI – Over 70 people at each OCSI meeting.  Best practice summary sent to Carol.  Most individual 
submitted proposed.  New proposal from PR perspective for Best Practices to add some additional 
features.  Merged two proposals together to make a more encompassing Best Practices.   
 
Community Resiliency – No update   
 
Broadband review – Gerry talked about how Google Fiber is now approaching the country and 
installing a high speed network that tends to be overwhelming due to rapid deployment.  Public Works 
Staffs aren’t ready for the overwhelming challenges and the innovative  response was to request a list 
of all proposed projects and their priorities and to tell the utility if it didn’t hear back in 5 days it was 
approved.  Then they would look at the list and mark the sensitive issues and talk to the utility about 
those.  Vic suggested other communities may just have to make agreements with the utility despite 
political pressure staff may be receiving.  Vic suggested having Holly write an article about what was 
done to mitigate some of the issues that are occurring.   
 
Vic has been in contact with Steve Traylor and Steve indicated that he would send first draft of right of 
way manual for location officials to Vic,.   Vic will send to the rest of the committee when he receives it.  



Also working on Basic 101 Guidelines to elected officials and will send that draft to Vic as well.  Vic 
suggested being more strategic on broadband issue and upcoming infrastructure issues with 
broadband deployment so committee can stay ahead of it (standing item on action items list). 
 
Other Industry Updates – Does anyone have anything to share about the industry in general? 
Vic will be sending out first draft of visual excavator guidelines to committee for comments.  Roger 
would like to put the issue of reclaiming ROW and easements out for discussion because he hasn’t 
heard about that being an issue before.   
 
Vic indicated his location San Diego has had that issue and have come up with some policies that have 
worked out well.  Vic suggested making it a possible topic for future discussion.  David suggested a 
partnership with the planning organizations that are currently out there.  The planning organizations 
don’t even think about utilities or ROW issues.  Vic said we would carry that forward as a potential 
future topic since it was such a large topic.   Keep this on the monthly agendas 
 
Committee asked for comments from Brian Usher, President Elect.  Brian commended the committee 
on how they were getting the UPROW information out and their hard work.  He said there were a lot of 
great things in the works and was looking forward to speaking with David to see what was upcoming.  
He provided thanks from himself and the board to  thanked the UPROW committee for the time they 
gave to APWA and indicated they  the board understands they ask a lot from the committees but that 
what they ask is necessary and important.  The committee returned their thanks for the opportunity to 
get together and meet face-to-face as well as APWA’s support of the subcommittee calls and all 
funding for the committees.  The committee thanked APWA for the opportunity to be highlighted in the 
Reporter and indicated their interest in that continued opportunity.  There was some discussion about 
the status of the Reporter, its articles and its layout. and Brian assured the committee that discussion 
was occurring higher up but that the Reporter staff was happy to take articles at any time.  Brian 
suggested trying to build better communication with the urban planning people.  Committee felt that 
was a very good idea.  Comments about the combined committee meeting were mostly positive and 
everyone seemed to like the combined meetings.  Brian indicated if combined meetings were held 
again they would definitely look at a little more unstructured time to help communication between 
committees flow more freely and that a survey would be sent out to everyone to obtain their input on 
the meetings.  The committee thanked the APWA office staff for all their hard work.  Brian made 
comments about how appreciated the office staff was and about how hard they work. 
 
Status of Goals from 2014 Congress UPROW Meeting 

 Credentialing ROW Manager (put on hold) 

 Providing Value to Membership  (continue due to value) 
o Survey membership 
o Position Papers (done) 
o Articles (continuing) 
o Presentations (continuing) 
o Click Listen Learn (continuing)  

 Discussion on “Hot Topics” impacting ROW (continue due to value) 

 Partnership/collaboration with other professional organizations (good job on this) 

 One stop show on ROW (continue with this) 

 Use of technology for ROW applications  

 Identify opportunities for ROW training issuing certificate (done and on hold) 

 Promoting UPROW/APWA with membership  

 Damage Prevention Partnerships (continuing) 

 Development of credentials for locators (Roger is working on this) 



 
Goals are sufficient; challenges are that as soon as one Congress is done there’s a rush to get topics 
for the next Congress.  Roger suggested a two year look ahead so there’s some pre-planning.  Vic 
thought that was a good idea but wanted to focus on Phoenix today.presentations. 
 
Workplan At A Glance – (14-15) Vic’s presentation has been accepted; Derrick’s presentation has 
been accepted; Gerry will check with NASTT to see if their presentation was accepted and will get their 
presentation topic.  Continue to monitor legislative position papers.  We will be putting one together on 
broadband.  Credentialing and certification will be put on hold.  Roger is working on locating training 
and currently is working on the apprenticeship program.  Carol David would like to populate the 
workplan with the actual items they’re discussing.  
 
(15-16) Broadband will be a topic.  The Minneapolis bridge failure has been well discussed (rerouting 
traffic, etc.), would like to have issues related to Minneapolis since the meeting will be in Minneapolis.  
Murv and David indicated there really needed to be a balance of topics.  Gerry thought he might be 
able to report on the new drilling technology in Minneapolis, possible case study.  Vic might be able to 
report on reclaiming ROW.  Vic asked if there would be enough info for a paper on rapid broadband 
deployment.  Murv said local control issues could be included in that.  Vic said committee may be in a 
position to share their best practices at Congress.  Cross bore issues.  Field Guidelines from Neil may 
be another topic.  Vic is concentrating on Congress ideas because those items not selected for 
Congress can be used to populate the rest of the items on the list.  Google Maps/Earth is a great 
technology item and has high use among the committee members in their jobs; KMZ files can be used 
for Google Earth/Maps; making it applicable to ROW and how it can be used would be a great topic, 
maybe reach out to Google staff?  Panel concepts for presentations seem to work really well.  Allows 
presenters to give perspective and draws large crowds at Congress because it’s engaging for the 
audience.  Derrick suggested maybe some climate-related issues (possibly snow or seasonal topics).  
Vic asked Derrick to consider a Canadian topic for 15-16. 
 
David would like to populate the Committee workplan with the actual items they’re discussing.  
 
Identification of ROW articles for Reporter –  

 Locating subcommittee article for August Reporter 

 Vic indicated to David that he would like to tap into the resource of those individuals who 
submitted presentations for Congress that were not accepted as possible articles for the 
Reporter; Vic reiterated his request to staff to get the list of those individuals and start contacting 
them to gauge their interest.  Murv said this may solve the two year look ahead problem Roger 
brought up; these may be good resources to use.  Danni will check with Karen about getting 
those abstracts to the committee and will let Carol know if this is possible. 

 Roger has an article almost done on Damage Prevention 

 Roger will be asking Holly about writing an article on broadband 

 Please submit earlier rather than later 
 
Click Listen and Learn program for 2015-2016 –  

 Derrick to work on development of information on web-based ticketing systems for committee’s 
CLL; update in Phoenix 

 Gerry to work on development of information on new directional drill through a key hole for CLL; 
update in Phoenix 

 Roger suggested when those come out all committee members make sure to participate 
 
 



Congress in Phoenix, Arizona – All will be attending, Roger and Murv are questionable.  Committee 
meeting scheduled for Sunday, August 30, 2015 from 2:00pm to 5:00pm.  Please change the meeting 
to be from 1:00pm-4:00pm so they don’t interfere with evening activities. (This has been changed to 
1:00 to 4:00 pm) 
 
Other Business – Roger brought up a possible self-staffed technical committee booth/slideshow to 
help inform attendees/members at Congress,Congress; Committee liked the idea and would support it.  
Vic indicated APWA simply needed to make a request and asked David to take it back to the board.  
Roger requested when making a presentation or paper or whatever make sure to mention UPROW and 
“help wanted”.  Suggestion to place the booth near the raffles if possible.  Derrick suggested having a 
large screen in the booth running a slide show to draw people in.  Murv said he had several utility 
related slide shows that they could adapt for this purpose.  PowerPoint item development added to 
action list.  Roger also suggested a “Reach Back for Resources” contact past UPROW committee 
members as resources or for advice, an opportunity to identify someone who can be a resource.  If not 
them, maybe they know someone.  Derrick gave a short presentation on utility coordination, showing a 
tool on his iPad that allows the user to see the project manager info for the project that has been input 
into the tool and automatically creates conflicts when there are geographical buffer issues.  Also allows 
the user to plot new projects, add special events which helps with scheduling work.  Manitoba has 
made it mandatory and they regulate the ROW. 
 
 
Adjourned at 12:11pm.   
 


