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 UTILITIES AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

July 3, 2012 

Participants: Mike Joyner, Chair Mark Andraka, Member 
 Al Field, Member  Rouen Liu, Member 
 Murv Morehead, Member   Patty Hilderbrand, At-Large-Director 
 
Absent: Monty Zimmerman, Member William (Bill) Kiger, Member 
  
Staff: Heather DelaCruz, Acting Staff Liaison Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
1. Call to order – Mike Joyner, chair, called the meeting to order at 2:02pm  
 
2. Review of Meeting Summary of June 5, 2011 – Approved as submitted 
 
3. Washington Report – Jim Fahey indicated that the Transportation Bill that was approved late last 

week.  It has not been signed into law yet but Congress approved a short (one-week) extension to 
provide time for the President to sign the bill (until Friday, July 6).  It is a two-year bill that extends 
the current law until October 1 with the new law term Oct 2012-Nov 2014.  It includes $105 billion 
for transportation programs, flat funding for highways and transit (with a small adjustment for 
inflation over the next couple of years).  It consolidated about 60 highway programs into four core 
programs.  The signature feature of the proposal is reform of project delivery, including a provision 
for a small project exemption (less than $5 million in federal funds). Other project streamlining 
provisions call for expanded categorical exclusions for certain road and bridge work.  There are a 
lot of changes on the way to accelerate project delivery.  The DC staff is working on a brief 
summary which will be part of a packet for member use.   

 
4. Center for Sustainability – After review of the materials from last month, members had no 

immediate suggestions for future items.  The committee has addressed issues of sustainable 
construction in the past.  As time goes on there will be a natural movement towards sustainability.  
When those issues are selected for educational opportunities, the committee will be certain to 
notify the Center so that we can work together.   

 
5. Subcommittee Reports – Subcommittee chairs 

 Right of Way Management – Monty not available  

 Construction Practices/GIROW – Murv indicated that the subcommittee’s focus has been on 
producing articles for the Reporter.  Five articles were submitted.  Murv provided information on 
the Virginia DOT Marker Ball Program Workshop scheduled for October 16-17 in Fairfax 
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County, VA.  They asked APWA to help them advertise the workshop.  Murv will use it as the 
topic of his July infoNOW posting.  Murv read the notice to the members who agreed it was an 
event we should share with the members.  

 Damage Prevention – Bill was not available for a report 

 Locating – Ron Peterson was not available.  Ron approached Mike with the proposal for a new 
subcommittee so Mike will follow-up to be certain that Ron is present for the next call.   
o Licensing and certifying locators 

 
6.  2012 Congress in Anaheim  

 Committee meeting Saturday – August 25, 2:00 to 5:00 pm; Coronado Rm., Hilton Hotel 
(planning to attend the Congress meeting – Al, Murv, Rouen, Gerry.  Mark will not be 
attending) 

 Keyholing and Core Farming - the Perfect Match – Tuesday (8/28)10:00-10:50am – 
Murv Morehead & Al Field 

 What's Next For Public Safety In The Public Right-Of-Way? – Tuesday (8/28), 2:00-
3:30pm – Wayne Jensen 

 NASTT Workshop – Wednesday (8/29) 8:30-10-45am – Michael Willmets  
 
7. Congress sessions for 2013 in Chicago – Need a brief description of the topic by the September 

30 submission date. Potential topics: 

 Abandoned utilities 

 Utility coordination 

 Excavation in the right of way (along with new book) 

 DIRT 

 Topics from subcommittees? 
 
8. Publications Update – Mike Joyner 

 Excavation in the ROW: A Guide to Coordination and Regulation – Connie is editing the text.  
The committee and NAST representatives will have a chance to review copy before it goes to 
print.   

 Subsurface Utility Engineering: Applications in Public Works – Bill Kiger was not available to 
provide an update on the status.   

 
9.   InfoNOW Posting Assignments 
 July – Murv Morehead will post info on the VA DOT site 
 August – Mark Andraka 
 
10. Click, Listen and Learn Topics (previously suggested) 

 Distribution Integrity Management Program, Distribution System – knowing where the main is, 
knowing where the material is and what’s going on. Would be interesting to put out there, an 
overview of what’s going on out there. Good information, appropriate for new fee structure. 
(Mark) 

 Public Safety Issue, Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices - if access for emergency 
vehicles is incorporated, it could be a very good topic. Overview of legislative and regulatory 
changes. (Rouen) 

 Pipeline Reauthorization Bill. Good topic, a lot of people would be interested in it. Mike Joyner is 
following and deals with this pretty closely. Noel Thompson may be following also. (Murv) 

 DIRT – Since it appears that not many APWA members are familiar with the program, this could 
be a good topic.   CGA could speak on the topic as the stakeholder administering the program 
and APWA as a practitioner. JD Maniscalco and Noel Thompson were identified as first choice 
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of speakers.  August is typically one-call month. Maybe that month or July.    Georgia is working 
on an interface so that when damages are reported in their state, it is automatically entered into 
the DIRT system.  

 Topics from subcommittee meetings? 
 
11. Reporter articles submitted for the UPROW issue include: 

 Case study for automating field data collection with smart phones 

 Pipe bursting of asbestos cement pipe: making it happen 

 Trenchless Technology: The road to the future 

 Utility coordination at FLL: abandoned underground lines 

 Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Jobs Creation Act of 2011 

 Keyholing and core farming: the perfect match 

 What’s next for public safety in the right-of-way? 

 Incentives to expedite utility adjustments and relocations on public works projects 
 
12. New Business  - Transportation Research Board is looking for someone to propose best practices 

for managing utilities on highway right of way.  Al will share the request with the rest of the 
committee.   

 
13. The next conference call was rescheduled to Tuesday, July 31, 2012 at 12:00 pm Pacific, 

1:00pm Mountain, 2:00pm Central 3:00pm Eastern Daylight Time.   
 


