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 UTILITIES AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

June 5, 2012 

Participants: Mark Andraka, Member 
 Al Field, Member  
 Rouen Liu, Member 
 Murv Morehead, Member  (Acting Chair) 
 Carl Quiram, Center for Sustainability  
   
Absent: Mike Joyner, Chair  
 Patty Hilderbrand, At-Large-Director 
 Monty Zimmerman, Member 
 William (Bill) Kiger, Member  
    
Staff: Heather DelaCruz, Acting Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
 
Call to order – Murv Morehead called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm Central Daylight time. 
 
Review of Meeting Summary of May 1, 2012 – The meeting summary was approved.  
 
Washington Update – Jim Fahey reported on the transportation bill. Latest developments show things 
slowing down and are at a bit of an impasse. Senator Boxer from California, who is on the Public Works 
Committee and chairs the conference, sent a Senate proposal to House members and asked them to 
respond. Recently House members have been complaining that they haven’t made any real progress in the 
negotiations. The proposal faces a June 30th deadline to get it done, or else they’re going to need to pass 
another extension. There seems to be two points of contention – money and environmental provisions 
(that the house proposal included). Right now there is a little bit of a rough patch, if they can’t get over that 
by end of next week, they will have to have another extension.  
 
Reporter Articles – All (due to Kevin Clark by June 15) Articles under development include: 

 Abandoned facilities – What to do with them – Murv (working with Tom Willcox, HDR), may not 
make the 6/15 deadline and hope Kevin can extend it a few days. Murv to send copy to Al.  

 Technical Assistance Grants (TAG) – Monty (on track) 
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 Mark – Construction Practices call, slated for another call next week - talked about abandonment, 
coordination (4-5 potential articles from sub-committee) to Kevin this week with photos… 
o Joey Unquist re: Coordination on Long Island with townships 
o GIRO and Construction Practices Together 
o Alicia Frog has sent a draft on Smart Tablets/Intelligent Utilities 
o Two articles from George Ragoula – one on Technical Talk/Workshop and one on Pipesplitting  

 New pipeline reauthorization bill – Mike (submitted) 

 DIRT - Al is working with local DIRT reps, should have by 6/15 

 Key holing – Murv and Al have both completed halves and are merging them, should have by 6/15 

 What’s next for public safety in the Right of Way - Wayne Jensen (ready to submit)   Group 
discussion: 
o Al mentioned that he heard this morning that there were requests on the federal level to make 

sure that MOT has provisions for emergency vehicle access to the site.  
o MUTCD is being revised to include a need for access by emergency vehicles to the construction 

site in traffic control setups.  
o Murv to reach out to traffic control engineers to see if that is what they’ve heard. This would 

have an impact on everyday workings.  
 
Sub Committee Reports 

 ROW Management  (Mont not on the call, no update) 

 GIRO / Construction Practices (Mark) discussion included new dues, webinars free as part of new 
membership benefits program, re: articles - Murve reached out to Dennis re: corefarming, 
conference call next week. 

 Damage Prevention (Bill not on the call, no update) 

 Locating (not a committee yet) – Murv indicated that Ron Peterson (CGA Member, President of 
NULCA) volunteered to form or chair a subcommittee on this topic.  This would be a good 
opportunity for APWA and CGA to work together.  
o Group discussion re:  Ron’s association (LP Practices) has a group on Linked In with threads on 

licensing and certifying locators. This is an ongoing topic. There is a resistance to granting 
certification because of the liability. Mike Joyner worked on this in depth when APWA 
considered it as a potential certification program and could probably address it with more detail. 
Concern was raised that if someone doesn’t step forward and take responsibility for this, then 
the government will do it and dictate/mandate rather than asking. Now we have an opportunity 
to promote our own activities, rather than wait for the government to take over. Murv 
recommended checking with Monty and Mike as they will have more information.  
Add this subject (Licensing and certifying locators) to the agenda for next month’s call. 

 
Congress 2013 in Chicago (call for presentations submission deadline: September 30, 2012).    

Congress Session Ideas include: 

 Abandoned utilities 

 Utility coordination 

 Excavation in the right of way (along with new book) 

 Sub-committee chairs will ask for suggested topics which the full committee can consider.  
 
Congress 2012 in Anaheim 

 The UPROW Committee Meeting at Congress in Anaheim is scheduled for Saturday, August 25th 
from 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm, in the Coronado Room. 
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 Congress 2012 Presentations: 
o Keyholing and Core Farming - the Perfect Match, 8/28/2012 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM, Murv 

Morehead has NOT yet confirmed that he will be speaking at this session. 
o What's Next For Public Safety In The Public Right-Of-Way? 8/28/2012 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM, Wane 

Jensen has confirmed that he will be speaking at this session. 
o The Benefits of Trenchless Technologies Workshop (NASST Workshop), 8/29/2012 8:30 AM - 

10:45 AM, Michael Willmets has NOT yet confirmed that he will be speaking at this session. 
 
Publications Update – No report  
 
Center for Sustainability 
Carl Quiram discussed the Center for Sustainability and the desire to reach out and partner with 
committees to find ways to include sustainable principals into all of the work that Public Works 
does. Committee discussion of ways that the UPROW Committee and the Center for Sustainability 
can work together and partner on things that can be done together. Carl encourages all to review 
the Principals of Sustainability (http://www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability/Process/Principles-of-
Sustainability). In addition, please see May Reporter Article (pages 44-45). 
Add this subject (Center for Sustainability) to the agenda for next month’s call.  
 
Click, Listen and Learn Topics 
In light of the new membership dues structure (free CLLs) going into effect on July 1, the committee 
discussed UPROW topics for upcoming CLL programs. As we they are no longer tied to revenue, topics can 
branch out to encompass more information. Some of the other committees are looking at this as an 
opportunity to provide some basic information to our members.  Perhaps information that everyone should 
know, but not necessarily everyone does know.  Other considerations would be more specific technical 
issues that may not be a hot topic or a “big seller” but would be beneficial and informative to members. In 
the future we might look at a 1-hour program.  Members will also have access to these programs through 
the library where they can download them and view at other times.  

Briefly touched on the following possible CLL topics: 

 Mark (gas utilities) - Distribution Integrity Management Program, Distribution System – knowing 
where the main is, knowing where the material is and what’s going on. Would be interesting to put 
out there, an overview of what’s going on out there. Good information, appropriate for new fee 
structure.  

 Rouen - Public Safety Issue, Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices - if access for emergency 
vehicles is incorporated, it could be a very good topic. Overview of legislative and regulatory 
changes.  

 Murv – Pipeline Reauthorization Bill. Good topic, a lot of people would be interested in it. Mike 
Joyner is following and deals with this pretty closely. Noel Thompson may be following also.  

 DIRT – Since it appears that not many APWA members are familiar with the program, this could be 
a good topic.   CGA could speak on the topic as the stakeholder administering the program and 
APWA as a practitioner. Members agreed to move forward with planning.  We will need to flesh 
out a description and identify speakers.  Al offered to track down speakers. Bill Kiger or Bob Kipp 
(CGA) were suggested.  Following completion of the call, Mike Joyner indicated that JD Maniscalco 
has a history with DIRT.   

 Members agreed to request suggestions during upcoming subcommittee meetings. 
Add this subject (Click, Listen and Learn Topics) to the agenda for next month’s call. 
 

http://www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability/Process/Principles-of-Sustainability
http://www.apwa.net/centerforsustainability/Process/Principles-of-Sustainability
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InfoNOW posting assignments -  

 June – Rouen Liu (couldn’t recall topic, group discussion to flesh out – trenching, permits, 
excavation fees, street cut fees, surveying fees, state use in occupancy agreements, meets and 
bounds information for utilities, charging of fair market value for easement, fees in municipality 
being charged for utility right of way). To determine a timely topic re: survey fees to send out.  

 July – Murv Morehead, work in progress 

 August – Mark Andraka, work in progress 

The next conference call will be Tuesday, June 5, 2012 at 2:00 pm Central time. 

 12:00 pm Pacific, 1:00pm Mountain, 2:00pm Central 3:00pm Eastern Daylight Time 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm 
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May Reporter Article (pages 44-45): 
 

The Envision™ Infrastructure Rating System 
 

Vicki Vickrey Quiram, P.E., Public Works Director, Town of Westwood, Massachusetts; 

member, Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure and APWA Center for Sustainability 

 

Every decision we make today on planning and designing our infrastructure will have a 

significant effect on the future economic prosperity, environment and quality of life in our 

communities. A broad range of public and private investments at the local, state and national 

levels are included in the term “infrastructure”: highways, roads, railways, trailways, mass 

transit, bridges, refineries, power plants, renewable energy facilities, distribution systems, 

water treatment/distribution, wastewater treatment/collection, airports, ports, 

telecommunication systems, park and recreational facilities, and much more. 

 

Professionals involved in the design and construction of infrastructure projects work in 

challenging times as we face an aging infrastructure, limited funding, stringent regulations, 

high community expectations and depletion of our natural resources. Today, more than ever 

before, coming up with innovative solutions, making sustainable decisions and building 

successful projects depends on input from broad, multi-disciplinary stakeholders working 

together toward building a balanced project that meets long-term community and regional 

goals. 

 

Envision™ 

The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) recently launched Envision™. This new, 

unique and exciting tool  provides a holistic framework for evaluating and rating the 

economic, environmental and social benefits, i.e., the sustainability, of all type and sizes of 

infrastructure projects. The system evaluates, grades and gives recognition to infrastructure 

projects that use collaborative approaches to assess sustainability indicators over the course 

of the project’s life cycle. Bill Bertera, Executive Director of ISI, likens Envision to “the 

LEED process for buildings, but applied to other forms of civil infrastructure projects with 

emphasis on the triple bottom line concept.” 

 

The Envision Rating System represents a unique collaboration between industry, business, 

academia and government to address critical societal needs for improved decision making 

associated with the development and maintenance of civil infrastructure. Envision is the 

product of a strategic alliance between the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (a 

nonprofit organization co-founded by the American Public Works Association, American 

Society of Civil Engineers and the American Council of Engineering Companies) and the 

Zofnass Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at the Harvard University Graduate School 

of Design. It represents an infrastructure rating system that addresses both public and private 

sector interests in increased and more sustainable infrastructure investment. It introduces 

and makes it easy to include environmental, social and economic variables into 

infrastructure decisions at the national, state and local levels of government. 
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APWA’s Center for Sustainability has placed a priority on working with ISI on the Envision 

rating tool, as it believes that it is the best way to change the culture on how we approach 

infrastructure projects. Envision not only asks, “Are we doing the project right?” but also, 

“Are we doing the right project?” 

 

Currently, Stage II is available on the ISI website, www.sustainableinfrastructure.org; Stage 

I will be available by early summer. 

 

The Envision Stage 1 Rating System is a self-guided assessment checklist and educational 

tool. It provides overall guidance and requires simple “yes” or “no” answers to a series of 

questions that guide the user through criteria that contribute to sustainable performance. 

 

The Envision Stage 2 Rating System is a comprehensive assessment framework that allows 

weighted scoring by an ISI-credentialed Sustainability Professional (ISI-SP), independent 

third-party ISI project verification, followed by project recognition for high levels of 

achievement. The rating system contains comprehensive descriptions to help determine 

levels of achievement. While Stage 1 is self-guided, Stage 2 projects will be performed with 

professional assessors who are trained and credentialed by ISI. This professional serves as 

an integral part of the project team and guides the team in achieving higher levels of 

sustainability, documents project accomplishments, and submits the project for award 

recognition. 

 

The Envision Stage 2 Tool walks you through questions that clearly assist you in an analysis 

of the comprehensive performance of your infrastructure project. The rating system is made 

up of 60 credits divided into five sections: Quality of Life; Leadership; Resource Allocation; 

Natural World; and Climate and Risk. Each credit is clearly described with metrics, levels of 

achievement, evaluation criteria and a description of the documentation that is needed for 

verification. The current version of Stage 2 concentrates on the preconstruction stages. It 

will be followed by construction and operations/maintenance tools in mid-2012. 

 

Become involved! 

There are multiple ways to become involved in ISI: 

 

1. Become a Member! Join ISI to get involved! There are five available classes of 

membership, with special complementary memberships offered to public sector employees. 

Join as a Charter or Sustaining Member for in-depth involvement in ISI. Memberships are 

also available for trade and professional associations. For information on fees and 

applications, go to the ISI website, www.sustainableinfrastructure.org. 

 

2. Become a credentialed ISI Sustainability Professional! Work toward becoming ISI-SP 

credentialed by first signing up for the ISI Credential and Training Program. There are 

special low prices for public sector employees. Learn how to use the rating system and help 

guide project teams through the Envision Stage 2 rating tool. A printable version of the 

complete Envision Manual is now available on the ISI website in two locations: behind the 

“Use Envision on a Project” button on the Envision Tool Portal page, and on the education 

module page for those who have registered for ISI credentialing on the ISI website. 
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Envision is a new product, and although it has been field tested, it is expected to evolve due 

to user input in the first year of use. In addition, the skill sets required of those best qualified 

to guide infrastructure projects to successful levels of sustainability will be refined. 

Consequently, ISI is currently offering Provisional Credentialing Certificates (ENV-PV) for 

the period ending December 31, 2013, after which re-application and testing may be 

required to obtain the ENV-SP (Sustainability Professional). 

 

To qualify to move forward with the provisional (for the period ending 12-31-13) ENV-PV 

credential, you must meet the following criteria: 

 

• Successful achievement of a four-year degree in engineering, architecture, the sciences 

or related curriculum; 

• Completion of ISI-conducted computer-based courses on Envision and its use; 

• Successful passage of an online examination (available April 2012) on the use of 

Envision of 75 questions with a successful score of 75%; 

• Submission of all applicable fees, which are available on the ISI website. 

 

3. Submit your project for verification and an award! The Project Verification Program 

is a critical component of the Envision sustainable infrastructure rating system. It provides 

the independent third-party evaluation that will publicly validate the sustainable aspects of 

an infrastructure project and promote public confidence in and support for the project. 

 

Details on the verification program, to include a web-based application procedure, fees and 

details on the verification process and timelines, will be announced on the ISI website by 

mid-April. The recognition and awards program will have at least three different levels of 

achievement, will include a prequalification phase, and most projects will be processed. 

 

The Envision System will serve as a guide for owners, design teams,  community groups, 

environmental organizations, constructors, regulators and policy makers to help them 

collaborate and discuss projects, meet sustainability goals, be recognized for achievement, 

make decisions about the investment of our scarce resources, and meet and exceed 

community priorities and goals. We are designing and building the infrastructure of 2050 

today. With all of the challenges we face, we can continue to get it right! 

 

Please visit the ISI website at www.sustainableinfrastructure.org for up-to-date, detailed 

information on Envision and more ways to get involved. 

 

Vicki Vickrey Quiram can be reached at (781) 251-2578 or 

vquiram@townhall.westwood.ma.us. 


