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 UTILITIES AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

February 3, 2009 

Participants: Monty Zimmerman, chair 
 Mark Andraka, member 
 Shawn O’Keefe, member 
 Don Reid, member 
  
Absent: Mike Joyner, member 
 Jay Spurgin, member  
  
Staff: Carol Estes, liaison 
 . 
    
      
 1. Call to Order- Monty Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 2:00p.m. Central 
    daylight time 
 
 2. Conference call summary of January 6, 2009 – Approved  
 
 3. At-large Director - Patty Hilderbrand was not available for the call.  Carol Estes 

reported that the Board had held a meeting January 30 to February 1 in the 
Kansas City office.  The minutes of the meeting are not yet available. 

 
4. Washington Report – Jim Fahey was not available for the call but reported by 

email.  Highlights of activities included: 
 

House 
The House of Representatives on January 28th passed the $819 billion American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (H.R. 1) by a vote of 244-188.  The bill 
contains $275 billion in economic recovery tax relief and approximately $544 billion 
in targeted investments for infrastructure, clean energy, education and aid to 
states. 
 
Senate 
The Senate is debating its version of the bill this week and aims to have it 
completed by the end of the week (possibly late Friday the 7th or even Saturday the 
8th).  The Senate bill totals $887 billion and allocates $342 billion in economic 
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recovery tax relief and $545 billion in spending for infrastructure and science, 
education, energy and health.  Amendments to increase infrastructure investment 
are expected.     
 
House and Senate leaders have vowed to have a bill ready for the President to 
sign before the Presidents’ Day Recess, which begins the week of February 16.  
Once the Senate has approved its bill, both bills will need to be reconciled in a 
conference committee.  If the Senate completes its bill on schedule, conferees 
would likely meet the week of February 9th. 
 
Both bills contain no earmarks, include accountability and reporting requirements 
and provide use-it-or-lose-it timelines for obligating infrastructure funds.   
 
Jim has provided a side-by-side comparison of the bills.  Staff will forward the 
comparison to the committee. 
 
Action item: Staff to forward side-by-side comparison 

 
5. Education Report–Shawn O’Keefe and staff updated the committee on 

professional development activities.  Highlights included: 

 Chapter Leaders are meeting in Kansas City at the end of February  

 Speaker handouts for the 2008 Congress can be downloaded from the 
website  

 Successful Models for Rural Water CLL was cancelled due to lack of 
interest 

 Reinvesting in America’s Transportation System webcast is coming up 
February 19 is free but limited in the numbers that can sign up. It is filling up 
fast. 

 Sustainability 4: Low Impact Development for Public Works is scheduled for 
February 26 

 The education committee met January 23 and 24.  Many of the Click, Listen, 
and Learn topics for the coming year were selected 

 
 6. Right of Way Manager of the Year discussion – Shawn O’Keefe asked the 

committee if it was their consensus for her to submit the nomination for Ron Polvi. 
  Action item: Shawn O’Keefe will submit the nomination of Ron Polvi 
 
 7. Subcommittee Reports  
    

Right of Way Management – Jay Spurgin was not available for the call 
  

   Construction Practices – Murv Morehead and Renee Jackson were not 
available for the call. 

    
   OCSI – Bill Balin was not available for the call.  Staff reported that the OCSI 

Congress presentation was not selected in the competitive category.   
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   GIROW – Mark Andraka reported that the subcommittee will hold its next call 
in February 18th Alicia Farag is working on a Reporter article about 
technology in public works that will focus on utility coordination, GPS and 
RFID. 

     
 8. Right of Way Manager/Locator certification– Mike Joyner was not able to be 

on the call.  Monty Zimmerman updated the committee on the most recent 
conference call.  The committee is moving forward to put together documentation 
to submit to APWA.  We have received some letters of support and more are 
expected.   

   
9. Review of committee sponsored position statements -   Committee members 

were asked to review all the committee sponsored position statements before the 
March 2 meeting.  Please let staff know if you feel that any changes are needed 
before the meeting so that changes can be agreed upon at that time. 

 Action item: Please review all committee sponsored position statements 
and let staff know if changes are needed before March 2.  (all) 

 
10. CGA Underground Marking Guidelines – At the suggestion of UPROW, the 

APWA Board adopted the March 2008 CGA best practice for the marking of 
underground utilities. 

  
11. Review of Body of Knowledge -  The committee has been asked by the Body 

of Knowledge Task Force to review the job responsibilities on the lists provided.  
The BOK task force would like the committee to add any activity that is missing.  
The committee noted a few additions that are necessary and asked staff to add a 
list of storm water and sanitary sewer activities for their review. 
Action item: Staff will forward a list of other activities to be reviewed.   
Action item: Members are asked to email any additional activities to staff 
before the end of February 

  
  InfoNOW Posting assignments  

February – Mike Joyner 
 

The next meeting  is Monday, March 2 in Kansas City.  Staff asked committee 
members to complete travel and housing arrangements as soon as possible. 

 
 The conference call adjourned at 2:38 pm Central time 
 


