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 UTILITIES AND PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

July 18, 2007 

Participants: Shawn O’Keefe, Chair 
 Patty Hilderbrand, At Large Director 
 Mark Andraka, member 
 Don Reid, member 
 Jay Spurgin, member 
 Monty Zimmerman, member  
 Mark Macy, CGA Board member 
           
Absent: Roger Buell, member 
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
     
 1. Call to Order- Shawn O’Keefe called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. central   
  daylight time.   
 
 2. Meeting Summary of June 6, 2007 – Approved  
 
 3. At-Large Director – Patty Hilderbrand reported that membership has topped 

29,000 and Chapters are being encouraged to take advantage of the “never been 
a member” program.  Online balloting for the Board of Directors opens July 20 
and closes August 19.  The Congress site selection committee is making visits to 
Chicago, Phoenix and Minneapolis.  Patty challenged the committee members to 
each identify someone for the emerging leaders program.  The Board met in San 
Antonio in June and the committee’s recommendations for guidance and 
advocacy statements were all approved. 

 
 4. Washington Report – Jim Fahey reported on the effort to get Congress to block 

the FCC’s national franchising order.  Since their attempt at national legislation 
stalled, telecoms are trying an end run via the FCC.  The problem with national 
franchising is that there is no process to make utilities fix what they tear up.  A few 
committee members have been working with a writer for Public Works magazine 
on a right of way article. 

 



  Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary – page 2 

 

 5.  Public Rights of Way Accessibility Guidelines (PROWAG) – Mark Macy 
discussed the activities of Access Board.  APWA is an honored guest on the 
Board.  The Board wants to know what the impact, financial and otherwise, of 
their rulemaking process.  They want specification writers to incorporate 
tolerances for ADA requirements i.e. “how smooth is smooth”.  Information on the 
process and questions to be answered were sent out with the agenda.  Please 
send individual comments to Lois by Friday, July 27 (Thibault@access-
board.gov)   

 
   Action item: Please send PROWAG comments to Lois or forward them to 

Mark Macy or Jim Fahey no later than July 27(ALL) 
 
 6. Subcommittee Reports  
    

Right of Way Management – Jay Spurgin reported that Roger Buell had not 
schedule a conference call since the last UPROW call.  Jay will take the lead 
to move the subcommittee forward. 

    
   Construction Practices – Shawn O’Keefe reported that the subcommittee 

was submitting 5 articles for the Reporter.   
 
   OCSI – No one from OCSI was available for the call 
 
   GIROW –Mark Andraka reported that a subcommittee conference call was 

held last week and the subcommittee plans to meet together with the 
construction practices subcommittee at Congress. 

 
 7. Board Action items- Staff explained the annual review process of technical 

committees, external relationships and partnerships to the committee.  The report 
to the Board of the committee and other relationships of interest to the committee 
were attached to the agenda.  Patty Hilderbrand thanked the committee on 
behalf of APWA for the great job they have been doing. 

 
 

  The next conference call is Wednesday, August 1, 2007, at 12:00 Pacific, 
1:00Mountain, 2:00 Central 3:00 Eastern Daylight Time. 

 
  The conference call adjourned at 2:48 pm Central Daylight time 
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