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s stewards of public 
funding dollars, the 
environment and our 
nation’s communities, 

everyone who is involved with 
public infrastructure is continuously 
struggling to balance benefits and 
costs. This balancing act is further 
complicated by the plethora of 
funding sources and types available 
for the endless stream of new 
projects and the upgrading and 
maintaining of existing facilities. For 
transportation infrastructure alone, 
there are local, state and federal 
funding programs: Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER), Green Roads, 
Complete Streets, Safe Routes 
to Schools, Transportation 
Enhancement, 3R, 4R, Bridge 
Replacement, Highway Safety 
Improvement Program—just to 
name a few! Further complicating 
matters are the separate, unique and 
numerous criteria and applications 
required for each program. Who 
is able to track and coordinate all 
of the various funding grants and 
match programs available to local 
governmental entities?

On June 16, 
2009, the 
Partnership 
for 
Sustainable 
Communities 
(Partnership) 
was formed 

by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), the 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
(DOT) and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to support 
livable communities by coordinating 
“…federal housing, transportation, 
and other infrastructure investments 
to protect the environment, promote 
equitable development, and help to 
address the challenges of climate 
change.”

The following Livability Principles 
were adopted to guide the 
partnership’s efforts (from the 
Partnership’s website, www.
sustainablecommunities.gov):

•	 Provide more 
transportation choices. 
Develop safe, reliable, and 
economical transportation 
choices to decrease household 
transportation costs, reduce our 
nation’s dependence on foreign 
oil, improve air quality, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 
promote public health.

•	 Promote equitable, 
affordable housing. Expand 
location- and energy-efficient 
housing choices for people of 
all ages, incomes, races, and 
ethnicities to increase mobility 
and lower the combined cost of 
housing and transportation.

•	 Enhance economic 
competitiveness. Improve 
economic competitiveness 
through reliable and timely 
access to employment centers, 
educational opportunities, 

services and other basic needs 
by workers, as well as expanded 
business access to markets.

•	 Support existing 
communities. Target federal 
funding toward existing 
communities—through 
strategies like transit oriented, 
mixed-use development, and 
land recycling—to increase 
community revitalization and 
the efficiency of public works 
investments and safeguard rural 
landscapes.

•	 Coordinate and leverage 
federal policies and 
investment. Align federal 
policies and funding to remove 
barriers to collaboration, 
leverage funding, and increase 
the accountability and 
effectiveness of all levels of 
government to plan for future 
growth, including making smart 
energy choices such as locally 
generated renewable energy.

•	 Value communities and 
neighborhoods. Enhance 
the unique characteristics of 
all communities by investing 
in healthy, safe, and walkable 
neighborhoods—rural, urban, or 
suburban.

During its first year, the Partnership 
made advances toward three goals 
(A Year of Progress for American 
Communities, The Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities):
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• Targeted resources through 
grants and other programs to 
help states and communities 
create jobs and stronger 
economies by developing more 
sustainably.

• Removed regulatory and policy 
barriers at the federal level to 
make it easier for state and local 
governments to access federal 
services and resources.

• Aligned agency priorities and 
embedding the Livability 
Principles in each agency’s 
actions so that transportation, 
housing, and environmental 
protection efforts are 
coordinated.

Now going into its third year, the 
Partnership has outlined its priority 
areas for 2012:

• To share examples of local 
successes which may be used 
as models for communities 
who wish to be healthier, more 
competitive and affordable.

• Continue to increase the 
coordination of federal 
investments for more efficient 
use of taxpayer monies and 
improving communities’ 
sustainability results.

• Help communities solve 
problems and succeed by 
providing technical assistance 
and tools, improving the 
capacity of local and state 
partner agencies while affording 
improved access to national 
programs and resources.

The Partnership agencies periodically 
offer funding opportunities which 
are announced on their website 
(www.sustainablecommunities.
gov/grants.html) as well as on the 
government grants website (www.

grants.gov). Additionally, the EPA 
provides listings for federal and 
national, as well as regional, state 
and local funding opportunities 
on their site (www.epa.gov/
smartgrowth/national_funding.htm 
and www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/
state_funding.htm, respectively). 
While currently listed opportunities 
may be very near, or past, their 
application deadlines, the site is well 
worth exploring to take advantage 
of webinars and other tools which 
are helpful in preparing for future 
funding opportunities.

Looking to the future, the 
Partnership endeavors to continue 
expanding its base of cooperating 
agencies to include the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), among 
others. By “increasing the circle 
of cooperation” among agencies, 
the nation’s communities can 
only benefit from the coordinated 
efforts. While many in the public 

works arena consider transportation 
services and infrastructure as the 
lifeblood of the nation’s economy, 
it is the coordination of all the 
infrastructure and public works 
elements that make communities 
strong, viable and sustainable. By 
climbing out of our silos and boxes, 
we will realize that transportation 
is not individually about pavement 
quality, increasing the number of 
vehicles per hour, bike paths or bus 
routes, but rather a component of a 
complex, inextricably interwoven, 
complete and sustainable 
community. Therefore, the HUD-
DOT-EPA Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities is an excellent 
foundation for much-needed and 
valuable resources. For much more 
information the reader is invited to 
explore the Partnership’s website at: 
http://www.sustainablecommunities.
gov.

Theresa E. Harrison can be reached at 
(574) 234-3167 or tharrison@lawson-
fisher.com.
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