
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Combined Meeting Summary 

March 22, 2015 

Participants: Freeman Anthony, Chair 
 Kathleen Davis, Director of Transportation 
 Carla Anderson, Member 
 Joe Kroboth, Member 
 Doug Paulus, Member 
 Gary Strack, Member 
 Marshall Elizer, Rep to AASHTO Geometric Design committee 
     
Absent: Scott Nodes, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff liaison 
  
   
 
Call to Order– Freeman Anthony called the meeting to order.  Those present introduced 
themselves 

Conference call Summary of February 25 was approved as revised. 

Chair Pro-tem – Freeman and his wife are expecting their first child the same time as 
the congress meeting.  He asked for a volunteer to act as chair at the meeting in his 
place.  Gary Strack will act as chair at congress if Freeman is not available. 

Board Report –Kathleen Davis – The executive committee met with FHWA on traffic 
incident management (TIM) recently.  Public works wants a seat at the table.  It appears 
that Jeff Lindley of FHWA is the operations person with FHWA.  Marshall can contact 
Jeff and find out what we need to do.  It might be under AASHTO.   
 
The asset management taskforce is being developed.  One of the tasks may be to do a 
survey.  It was suggested that one of next year’s articles in the Reporter be about road 
asset management. 
 
We are looking at updating the LTAP partnership.  LTAP just recently updated their 
agreement with NACE.  We might circulate their agreement to discuss.  Matt Ender 
works for Kathleen and he is the upcoming president.   
 
Saturday Debrief – The diversification of issues of the Reporter was discussed.  We 
should ask Kevin if not having specific themes each month would affect advertising.  The 
committee is on board with a something more diverse 
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The committee suggested providing bullet talking points for the regional directors.  
Maybe it should go further and be given to the Council of Chapters as well.  The 
committee would love to hear what the board thinks about the ideas.   
 
Legislative Affairs Discussion – Andrea Eales, Keith Pugh, Peter King 
The GAC looks to the transportation committee for opinions on transportation issues.  
Current transportation funding expires May 31.  A series of short term extensions is 
expected.  Some ideas floated are repatriation and gas taxes.  Some states are raising 
their state gas tax.  Due to 2016 elections, there will be nothing long term happening in 
2016.  The GAC is meeting face to face in April.  APWA Advocates will have a new push 
every six months or so.  The nature of the Washington Report has changed.  It is 
shorter, more to the point and produced every Monday when congress is in session.  
Andrea can help members with talking points for visits to their representatives.  There is 
a concern that some chapters don’t act until it’s too late.  Gary Strack will send Andrea a 
summary of what’s happening in Missouri.  Andrea would like on the ground stories of 
what’s working and what is not working, especially in the areas of the two funding 
committees.  Andrea will get an advocate list for Missouri to Gary Strack.   
 
Sustainability Center – Anne Jackson, director of the Center for Sustainability joined 
the meeting.  The center has identified three priorities: 

1. Do more marketing of resources 

2. Engage the chapters more 

3. Promote ISI and Envision 

The APWA D.C. office collocates with ISI.  Six projects have now been verified. Anne 
Jackson and Marshall Elizer would like for Sam Yaghmaie to put them on the distribution 
list for the Sustainable Roadway subcommittee. 
 
Anne discussed the sustainability tool kit and asked for any additional items that could 
be included. 
 
AASHTO Geometric Design subcommittee – Marshall Elizer announced that the 
subcommittee is about to start the next re-write of the “green book” and asked the 
committee members if there was something that should be in there that’s not in there 
now. He asked what “bugs” you about the green book?  The committee suggested using 
InfoNOW to ask the transportation community about updates they think are necessary. 
They suggested including the bike guide and the red guide. 
 
Larry Stevens joined the meeting – Larry discussed the formation of the asset 
management taskforce.  They will be discussing the guiding principles of asset 
management.  He hopes that they will be creating a “tool box” for members to use. He 
asked the committee to prepare to help develop the transportation section.  
Appointments to the taskforce will be made soon. 
 
The Council of Chapters has an Infrastructure Funding committee that will be working 
with water and transportation. 
 
Review 2014-2015 Workplan @ A Glance  - The committee reviewed the current plan 
and concluded that they are on track to finish the items planned for this year. 
 



Draft 2015-2016 Workplan @ A Glance – The committee reviewed the workplan for the 
coming year and made edits that can be finalized at the congress face to face meeting 
 
 
Reporter articles for July edition – due May 15 to editor Kevin Clark 

 President’s message  ghostwrite – Freeman Anthony 

 Technical committee news – Carol  

 VMT article – Debbie Hale 

 Sustainable Subcommittee – at least one article 

 Road Safety Subcommittee – suggestions for articles Distracted Driving, Red 
Light Cameras, Pedestrian Safety, others 

 Road Diets – Joe Kroboth, Fritz has some case studies 

 Project Delivery Subcommittee - Stakeholder partnering – John 

 Connected Vehicles – Gary will recruit an article 

 Accessible Pedestrian Signals - Carla 

 Ask Andrea for an article on funding - if appropriate timing 
 

Click Listen and Learn program Ideas for 2015-2016 

 Complete Streets 

Position Statements (new) –  

 Self-Driving Vehicles – Virginia Tech 

 Connected vehicles 

o How do they work 

o What infrastructure is necessary 

o What is the technology today 

o Conference call with E & T and Virginia Tech 

Other items 

 Talking points update on STIC, have an APWA member from each state – 

John Davis may know more.  Fritz will help 

 Partnerships with other Associations – Green Roads suggested by Fritz 

 Member needs survey, get a copy of the SC/RC survey, Fritz asked Doug 

Paulus to head up that task, staff will help 

Congress in Phoenix, Arizona 

Committee meeting scheduled for Saturday, August 29, 2015 from 1:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm 

   
Future committee conference calls (third Wednesday of the month at 9am 
Pacific/10am, Mountain/11am Central/noon Eastern). Next call April 15 

 
 The meeting adjourned 



 

 


