
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

January 21, 2015 

Participants: Freeman Anthony, Chair 
 Kathleen Davis, Director At-Large 
 Carla Anderson, Member 
 Scott Nodes, Member 
 Doug Paulus, Member 
 Gary Strack, Member 
 Ben Dow, Winter Maintenance Chair 
 Debbie Hale, GAC  
 James Martin, LTAP 
 Rosemarie Anderson, FHWA 
 Marshall Elizer, APWA rep to AASHTO’s Geometric Design technical 
 committee 
 Greg Parker, Chair Road Safety Subcommittee 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
   
Absent: Joe Kroboth, Member 
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff liaison 
 Peter King, Exec Director 
 Andrea Eales, Director of Government Affairs 
 Tracy Okoroike, Government Affairs/ Washington Office Coordinator 
   
 
Call to Order– Freeman Anthony called the meeting to order 

Approval of Meeting Summary of December 17, 2014 – The meeting summary was 
approved. 

Government Affairs introductions – Peter King introduced Andrea Eales to the 
committee.  Tracy Okoroike also joined the meeting.  Andrea was with APWA in the 
early 2,000’s then went to Georgetown University where she was involved in the 
university’s congressional affairs and attending graduate school.  For the past six years 
she had been working for the NCIS in Washington, D.C.  On legislative issues, the 
Senate and House committees are just getting back up and running but there seems to 
be a feeling that increase the gas tax just isn’t going to happen but there will probably be 
a vote on it. Greg Parker mentioned that talk of a gas tax on the national level has been 
making it difficult to have a state gas tax discussion in Iowa.  Peter will send information 
on the states who are currently considering an increase at the state level.  Kathleen said 
that the governor in Washington is proposing a carbon tax.  Fritz asked if the committee 

 
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 

Web www.apwa.net  E-mail apwa@apwa.net 

 



could help support efforts to talk about different revenue proposals.  Until there is a 
specific proposal put forth, we should probably wait to send out advocacy messages. 

Board Liaison Report – Kathleen Davis reported that registration is now open for the 
snow conference which is April 12-15.  The Chapter Leadership meeting is February 26-
27 in Kansas City.  Fritz asked if there had been any information about an all member 
survey.  Kathleen has heard anything new but expects something in a few weeks. 

Special Sustainability Center Project – Freeman Anthony talked about the request for 
best practices from the technical committees.  Marshall Elizer said that the Center for 
Sustainability has been active for years but it has been hard to get close to the technical 
committees.  The technical committees are where the “rubber meets the road” in public 
works so the center is working to get out the fact sheets, case that explain what 
communities are doing to be sustainable.  They are also working with the Emergency 
Management committee on climate change and resiliency which is going to highlight the 
100 Resilient Communities program.  There are over 30 proposals for congress sessions 
this year that deal with sustainability issues.  The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure 
(ISI) Envision rating tool continues to grow in recognition and use.  Carla asked if 
Marshall had heard about the City of Los Angeles program using LED’s attached to 
street lights to direct people out of the city in case of tsunami.  Marshall will look into it.  
Carla will email contact information that she received about the program.   

Task Force and Subcommittee reports 

 Project Delivery -- John Davis was not available 
 Road Safety – Greg Parker reported that the subcommittee had a conference call 
 January 20.  FHWA’s safety tool kit is up on the Federal Office of Highway Safety 
 website.  You can download the toolkit and there are a few printed kits that you can 
 ask for but they are going fast.  Briefing sheets for the 15 safety topics are also 
 available on the website and are available for download or to view.  The topic 
 submitted from the subcommittee for congress is Road Safety Plans.  They are 
 working on articles for the Reporter.  Greg forwarded two emails. One is about the 
 National Center for Rural Road Safety which is up and running.  The other is from 
 Scott Davis regarding high friction road surfaces.  Kathleen suggested an article on 
 Road Diets for the Reporter.  Fritz said that he had a couple of projects in Bellingham 
 that he could offer for case studies.  Rosemarie has some information on road diets 
 to staff for distribution.  The next meeting is March 11.   
 Sustainable Transportation – Sam Yaghmaie was not available for the call.  Fritz 
 mentioned that Francine Shaw Whitman from FHWA was on the last call and 
 updated the subcommittee on performance measures for pavement and bridge 
 structures rulemaking.  The next call is in February. 
 Winter Maintenance – Ben Dow discussed winter maintenance.  There doesn’t 
 seem to be the salt shortage problems so far this year.  The locations for snow 
 conferences in 2016 (Hartford) and 2017 (Des Moines) have been announced.  
 Multiple subcommittee members were able to attend TRB.  Three members belong 
 to the surface transportation weather committee.  The big push was connected 
 vehicles and how they can be used for severe weather.  The next Clear Roads 
 meeting is taking place March 17-19.  John Scharffbillig will be attending.   

FHWA update – Rosemarie talked about the Peer Exchange Program.  If there are any 
topics that folks would like to have discussed as part of the program, the application is 



on the website for peer exchanges.  You need to go through your district office.  Funds 
are available to assist with meetings.  Jon Schans referenced a new report out about 
distracted driving.   Jon reported that tomorrow FHWA is putting on a web conference on 
pavement and bridge condition performance measures.  It will also cover requirements 
for target setting and reporting.  The third and final proposed rule covering system 
performance, congestion, and freight will come out in April.  In January they will be 
issuing the proposed rule on asset management plans.  SHRP2 announced on Friday 
the fifth round of implementation grant requests in two areas, renewal and capacity.   

Reporter articles for the July edition – Due to Kevin Clark May 15 
 President’s message ghostwrite – Freeman Anthony 
 Technical committee news – Staff 
 VMT article – Debbie Hale 
 Sustainable Subcommittee 
 Road Safety Subcommittee – suggestions for articles Road Diets, Distracted   
  Driving, Red Light Cameras, Pedestrian Safety, others 
 Project Delivery Subcommittee 
 Others 
 
Chapter Liaisons and website – Rosemarie’s Road Diet information would be good to 
send out.  Kathleen suggested the snow conference information be sent out too.   

Combined meeting – Please return your housing form for the spring meeting to Diana 
Forbes before February 25, 2015.  Please don’t wait to do it as we are very tight on 
rooms.  If you will not be attending, please let me know as soon as possible so that we 
have an accurate room and meal count.  We will be sending out travel trackers about 6 
weeks before the meeting.   

Other Business – Peter King and Brian Usher will be participating next week in a Traffic 
Incident Management meeting in D.C. with FHWA.  A few weeks ago there were a 
handful of people, including Kathleen, Brian Usher, Dave Bergner (EM committee), and 
Phil Mann also from emergency management meeting to help set up a larger future 
meeting.   

Carla asked about Click, Listen, and Learns.  We are scheduled for one in May on a 
Road Safety topic.  Carol will get with Greg and Carla about that one.   

Gary Strack asked Peter if the Traffic Incident Management meeting in DC was 
something we should send the chapter liaisons.  Peter suggested that it would be best to 
send out summary information after the fact.  Gary also asked about last month’s 
request from AASHTO to have a participant on the connected vehicles project.   

Next call – February 18, 2015, last call before spring combined meeting 

 


