
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

September 17, 2014 

Participants: Freeman Anthony, Chair 
 Kathleen Davis, Director At-Large 
 Joe Kroboth, Member 
 Scott Nodes, Member 
 Doug Paulus, Member 
 Gary Strack, Member 
 Project Streamlining, John Davis Chair 
 Debbie Hale, GAC 
   
  
Absent: Carla Anderson, Member 
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff 
   
   
  

Call to Order– Freeman Anthony called the meeting to order 

Approval of Meeting Summary of August 16, 2014 – The meeting summary 
was approved  

Board Liaison Report – Kathleen Davis – Congress attendance exceeded 
expectations for full attendees and the number of exhibits.  The first time member 
campaign this year brought in more than 1500 new members.  The change from 
House of Delegates to Council of Chapters happened at congress.  They had 
their first face to face meeting.  There are several committees.  The purpose of 
the council is to inform the board and chapters of issues.  Doug Paulus is a 
member and is on the Advocacy committee.  There is also a Finance committee 
and an Asset Management committee.  There is a survey coming out about the 
Donald C Stone center and about accreditation.  In the spring there will be a 
combined meeting of all technical committees.  Half of the committees will have 
their face to face meeting on Friday.  All technical committees will as a large 
group on Saturday and on Sunday, the second half of the technical committees 
will have their face to face meetings.  Each committee member will only need to 
participate for two of the three days of the meeting.  The meeting dates have not 
been finalized.  As soon as the dates are known, please block your calendar so 
that you are able to participate.  The most likely time for the meeting is the last 
half of March.   
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FHWA Update – No one was available for an FHWA update.  Fritz will reach out 
to Jon Schans keep FHWA in the loop. 

EDC schedule has been sent out by John Davis.  There are seven regional 
summits around the nation. 

There is a memo that is out from FHWA about overseeing local governments is 
causing a lot of discussion.  It seems like overkill and contrary to EDC.  It seems 
that more and more energy is being put into audits and trying to catch something 
wrong.  It is creating more paperwork. There should be some action from the 
committee.  We should work on a joint letter with NACE.  Peter already has a 
copy sent by John Davis.  This might be a good question for transportation 
liaisons to see what they have heard.  Kathleen will ask Peter for a joint letter 
from NACE. She will send it to Gary as well.   

Local Public Agency stakeholder partnering initiative is part of EDC3.  They are 
trying to have a group in every state.  The groups would meet periodically to 
resolve LPA issues within their state.  

Guaranteed session selection for 2015 in Phoenix, Arizona – Submission due 
by September 30 

Potential sessions: 

 VMT session  

 Airport Planning (Gary Strack has a contact) 

 Local Safety Plan (Carla with NACE, LTAP) 

 Greenroads/Invest Rating Systems – 5 years in 

 The next transportation bill 

 FHWA and NACE – Systemic Safety on County Roads – 

 Solar Roadways (maybe a general session speaker) 

 Something on cost differential between federally funded projects and non-
federally funded projects.  Might be able to jointly request a study by 
National Academy on the subject with our partners.  Maybe from GAO?  Is 
there an opportunity to go after a grant?  Could a couple of states jointly 
sponsor this? 

 High Friction Surface (HFS)- MoDOT recently visited TN pilot projects and 
came back extremely excited about the possibilities.  They plan on 
implementing some this year and are willing to provide an article for the 
Reporter if we would like 

 One of the safety Plans 

 Climate change 

 Winter Maintenance topic (does not count as one of the three) 

 Least Cost Planning 
 
After discussion, the committee chose three guaranteed sessions for 2015 in Phoenix.  
The sessions are: 

 Safety Guaranteed – selection of Roadway safety, Carla Anderson to 

coordinate with subcommittee 



 Greenroads/invest – Moving past the pilot phase – Fritz to coordinate with 

Sam Yaghmaie 

 Solar Roadways if possible – backup with VMT funding update 

 Winter Maintenance session 

 Transportation bill if there is one 

 
Click, Listen, and Learn topics 

 NCHRP project (Carla) – in MAY 2015 

 FHWA  - Proven Safety Countermeasures for Intersections Schedule to 
air October 30 
 

Other Business 

John Davis is working on comments for the NCHRP proposal that Fritz put together.  It will 
go straight to Peter King when it is ready.   

Joe Kroboth serves on the NFPA 502 committee which deals with fire protection for limited 
access highways, bridges and tunnels.  The committee is getting geared up for a standard 
revision cycle.  If there are comments or changes that the committee would like to 
propose, Joe can submit them.  Joe will send something to the committee.  

Marshall Elizer is the liaison between the sustainability center and the transportation 
committee.  There is a different way to roll out the message.  They are getting their 
committee in order.  Fritz has a contact with the new committee chair, who is 

John Davis asked if it was time for a survey about the most pressing transportation issues 
at the local level.  Fritz will check with Peter to see if there is any interest on the part of the 
board.   

Next call – October 15, 2014 

 


