
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Spring Meeting Summary 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

March 22, 2013 

Participants:  
 Sue Hann, At- Large Director, Transportation 
 Freeman Anthony, Member 
 Joe Kroboth, Member  
 Gary Strack, Member 

Carla Anderson, Road Safety chair 
John Davis, Project Streamlining chair 
Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance chair 
Sam Yaghmaie, Transportation Sustainability chair 
 

Absent: Kathleen Davis, Chair 
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Scott Nodes, Member  
    
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff 
    
  
Call to Order, Introductions– John Davis called the meeting to order 

Welcome – The committee recognized and welcomed APWA president Elizabeth 
Treadway and At-Large Director for Transportation, Sue Hann.   

Approval of Conference Call Summary of February 21, 2013 – The conference 
call summary was approved  

Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann – The board will be meeting again in April.  
They are working through a new governance model.  The board is not as involved in 
day to day activities as much.  In April they will be talking about budget priorities. 

Task Force and Subcommittee reports 

 
Winter Maintenance Subcommittee – Mark DeVries chair presented the highlights 
of the subcommittees activities including: 

  

2013 Snow Conference 

 

 
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 

Web www.apwa.net  E-mail apwa@apwa.net 

 



 Conference in Charlotte, NC April 7- 11, 2013 

 Conference theme will be winter and emergency response 

  Committee attendees will include APWA Emergency Management 
Committee, APWA Fleet Committee  and the International Association of 
Municipal Engineers 

 61 educational sessions (up from 32 two years ago, 42 last year) 

 Committee Meeting - Monday, April 8, at 5:00pm in VIP Suite 103 located on 
Concourse A 

 
Certificate program 

 
Seven workshops held so far with over 1,000 supervisors participating.  
2012 workshops 

 Iowa – October 2012  (70) 

 Minneapolis – Nov 2012  (200) 

 Colorado – September 2012  (90) 

 Winnipeg –  October 2012   (200) 

 Alaska – November 2012 (45) 

 Milwaukee – April 2012 (254) 
  

The following are Chapters that indicated might be interested: 

 New England – yes 

 Iowa – yes 

 Minnesota  - yes 

 New Jersey –maybe 

 Washington – maybe 

 Oregon – maybe 

 Pennsylvania – maybe 

 Rocky Mountain – maybe 

 
We have an ongoing project with clear roads regarding our certificate program. 
Interest in our program has led to a proposal to provide the program, for a fee, to 
clear roads. Talks are ongoing 
 
A task force has laid out a plan for expanding our speaker base through the 
development of a train the trainer program. I will provide more details. 
 
Other Committee participation 
 
Clear Roads - John Scharffbillig is attending the summer/fall meeting. Members 
participate in many of the task force groups 
 
CCL session 
 
Was in November – Winter storm debris, the Halloween storm (Fort Collins and 
Greely). New policy for APWA members, all education programs and the library of 
all past programs are free.  

 



 
Outreach 
 
Many members have participated in local or regional seminars and conferences. 
Some are APWA Chapter conferences and others are LTAP conferences. 
Conference we are presenting at this year: 

 Michigan, Western, OGRA, Washington DOT, Windsor Ont., Green Bay 
Wi, UW Madison 

 
Many articles in many different magazines: Government engineering, Better 
Roads (great article), Public Works, and the Reporter. 
 
Mark traveled to Sweden and participated in the Nordicway conference as a 
presenter. He also spent several days working with various yards on winter 
maintenance operations. 
 
Bret traveled to Russia and participated in the World Snow conference.  
 
Both Bret and Mark will be presenting on their travels at the Iowa spring 
conference next week. 

 
Ben Dow may be traveling to the United Kingdom this fall for the Cold Comfort 
Conference. 
  

Chapter Liaisons Communications Report - Debbie Hale  reporting via email 
 

1. Monthly emails to liaisons.  She gets topics from our monthly committee 
meetings and also our committee members, chair or staff send requests, so 
thank you.  Emails either provide information, or are requests for action (review 
regulations or take a survey, typically).  She tries to consolidate the emails into 
one per month and focuses on no more than three items each, because that is 
about what a normal person's attention span can handle.  Our past 
transportation liaisons coordinator Jeff Ramsey is of course the model liaison 
because he forwards the report to his own chapter members interested in 
transportation issues.   
 
2. Updating the liaison list.  At the beginning of my term, I sent out a 
confirmation email to existing liaisons and worked with Brad at APWA staff to 
contact Chapter presidents to fill the vacancies.  The confirmation email yielded 
great information.  She believes as a result of the call to Chapter Presidents 
about once a month she gets an updated contact person.  Nonetheless, we still 
have 23 vacancies.  Can we do an appeal to delegates at their spring 
meetings?  If she had their email list she could send out a call for nominations 
before their meeting and explain that it involves not much effort.  SheI can issue 
another InfoNOW request as well, but if you know someone in a vacant chapter, 
please send their name and I will contact them. 
 
3. Welcoming new liaisons.  When we do get a new liaison, she sends them a 
welcome email that includes what to expect.  She also asks what they are 
interested in, which invariably this year has been MAP-21 implementation and 



funding.  This helps us establish a bit of a relationship rather than just mass 
emails. 
 
Goals for next year: 
 
1.  Encourage the liaisons to reach out to their chapter members.  Debbie can 
send the liaisons a specific email encouraging them to send important info to 
their members, to help guide them disseminate more information.  Also, if she 
had short articles/paragraphs to send, they could include them in their chapter 
email newsletters. Other ideas in this regard would be most welcome! 
 
2.  Invite liaisons to sit in at our Transportation Committee meeting at 
Congress.  We did this last year and had at least one person come, so that is a 
start.  Also, it sets a tone of openness that our committee welcomes the interest 
of others and it creates a pool for our subcommittee members as well as future 
committee members. On the flip side, anyone who actually shows up to our 
committee meeting should also be invited to be a liaison if they are not.  If we 
could make sure APWA prints our committee meetings in the program and 
make seating easy to find, I think it could attract existing and also future liaisons.  
 
3. Encourage Mingling of Liaisons at Congress.  Would there be any way for us 
to get ribbons for the Transportation Liaisons to have on their badge?  That way 
we could informally mingle at the welcome reception, and during the whole 
conference.  It would also be a great way to publicize the program.  Perhaps we 
could even have an ad in the program with info on how to sign up.  Debbie 
realizes this is out of the box, thinking, but what a great way to raise our 
visibility, without too much work 
 
4. Increase Our Committee Publicity at Congress.  Does APWA have a booth in 
the info section at which we could place a nice box with a sign and a one page 
flyer/signup sheet on the liaison program?  If we find a good location, Debbie will 
prepare an appropriate flyer and box idea. 
 
5.   Outreach to CPWA.  It is time to start thinking about this, what with Toronto 
coming up.  The vast majority of our liaison messages relate to FHWA regs and 
MAP-21. Debby actually separates the list so that the Canadians aren't bothered 
with those messages.  As we compile our liaison communications at our 
meetings, I challenge us to think of at least one item per month that applies to 
everyone, not just those under US dominion.  Sustainability, technology, 
emergency response and safety seem like good areas to focus on; project 
delivery and funding are more nationally specific. 
 
6.  Article in Reporter about the liaison program.  Jeff did this but I plan to do it 
again. It is on my list.  If we have some of the items above at Congress, then I 
can make that my angle to differentiate from last year's article. 
 

Road Safety Subcommittee – Carla Anderson reporting 

The Road Safety Subcommittee Chair is proposing the following to the 
Transportation Committee for approval: 

 Carla to remain as the Chair to the subcommittee until Aug. 2014. 



 Greg Parker to become the new Vice Chair, Aug. 2013. 

 Greg Parker would become the Chair beginning Aug. 2014. 

 Scott Nodes to become the Vice Chair, Aug. 2014. 
 
At our February 13,2013 meeting we discussed the following: 

 June 20th will be the Road Safety sponsored Click, Listen & Learn 

webinar entitled "How Data Can Keep Your Roads Safe". 

 June 5th will be a rehearsal- Carla will be the moderator, Bob Pollack 

and Karen Scurry, both with FHWA will be the presenters. 

 NLTAP/APWA partnership on road safety will be developing a needs 
assessment.  

 Bruce Drews from NL T AP A will assist Carla Anderson on putting this 
together so that we can determine the most effective way that the two 
organizations can work together. 

 This year the Road Safety Subcommittee has partnered with the Winter 
Maintenance Subcommittee on a session for Congress in Chicago. This 
session will be "Benefits of High Friction Surface Treatment" 8/27/2013 
with a Pat Kennedy from the Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 
moderating. Mike Moravac and Jerry Roche both from FHWA will 
present along with Mike Bums from Wisconsin DOT on successful 
projects using HFS treatments. 

 This year the Road Safety Subcommittee will be sponsoring a session 
for Congress in Chicago entitled "Local and Rural Road Safety Tools". 
Carla Anderson will be the moderator with the two presenters being 
Rosemarie Anderson and Karen Scurry both from FHWA. 

 More recently, the committee has been assisting the Transportation 
Committee to provide feedback on the FHWA Docket pertaining splitting 
the MUTCD. 

 
Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 11, 2013 with topics to 
include the following: 

 Articles for the Reporter - due May 1 (I am expecting some articles to be 
provided per feedback from our February meeting) 

 Further discussion on the NL T AP AI APW A partnership needs 
assessment draft. 

 
We have a great team on the Road Safety Subcommittee and 1 feel honored to 
lead for another year. As current chair, 1 feel the subcommittee has a very 
bright future and that the addition of the new vice chair position will structure the 
subcommittee in a way that it will continue to be successful.  
 

Project Streamlining – John Davis reporting 

There is still room on the subcommittee for interested members.  John has identified 
several people interested in working with the program.   

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is holding a series of Spring 
Virtual Every Day Counts (EDC) summits from April 2 to 11.   The summits will 
be conducted virtually through the use of web conferencing.   
  



EDC, a state-based initiative of FHWA's Center for Accelerating Innovation, 
works with state, local and private sector partners to encourage the adoption of 
proven technologies and innovations aimed at shortening and enhancing project 
delivery.   
   
The theme for the second round of EDC initiatives is Shortening Project Delivery 
by reducing development time within the planning, environmental, design stages 
of project delivery, and project construction time, thereby reducing costs, both 
project-related as well as user costs to include benefits achieved through 
increased mobility, safety and economic development.   
  
Session topics include:  Executive Level/STIC; Planning/Environment; Safety; 
Operations.  Except for the Executive Level session, there will be two identical 
sessions for each summit topic.   
  
The summits will cover five EDC "21st Century Solutions" initiatives.   
1.       geospatial data collaboration 
2.       implementing quality environmental documentation 
3.       high friction surface treatments 
4.       intersection and interchange geometrics 
5.       SHRP2 National Traffic Incident Management Responder Training   
  
FHWA division offices are taking the lead in setting up locations, picking dates 
and sending invitations.  FHWA requests that anyone interested in participating 
should contact the FHWA division office in the state to obtain an invitation and 
get exact dates and site locations.  A request for an invitation may also be 
obtained online at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts/springsummit/, 
under Registration.  Click on the "Schedule" tab for the summit schedule and 
topics. Except for the first overall summit, the summits are repeated on two 
different dates. 
 
The committee discussed the Reauthorization Position statement.  The 
consensus was that it needs to be updated.  John will do a first draft of the 
update.  We need specific information on specific projects to show how less 
oversight is less expensive.  It could be the person, not the process.  How do we 
get the information from our members? 
 
Sue suggested a research project that looks at whit is actually required in 
federal contracts and what is just being done because it has always been done.  
NACE might be interested also. 
 
How much more does it cost to use federal funds on a project than not using 
them? Carla will check with Andy Lemer on research possibilities.  Fritz will take 
a shot at a one page scope of a deliverable.  Ask Debbie to communicate with 
liaisons also.  
 

Business Plan brainstorming – The committee reviewed and revised the business plan. 

Review of Chicago Transportation Sessions 

 Local and Rural Road Safety Tools 8/27/2013 2:00 PM 3:30 PM Carla Anderson 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts/springsummit/


 Green Streets and Porous Pavement: Lessons for Sustainability, Savings, and 
Success 8/25/2013 8:30 AM 9:45 AM Evan Pratt and Freeman Anthony 

 Benefits of High Friction Surface Treatment, 8/27/2013, 3:45 PM 5:00 PM - Carla 
Anderson 

 Winter Maintenance and Politics, 8/27/2013 3:45 PM 5:00 PM 

 Common (and Costly) Problems in Delivery of Federal-Aid Local Transportation 
Projects ... And, How to Prevent Them, 8/26/2013 2:00 PM 2:50 PM John Davis 

 MAP 21 – 8/27/2013, 10:00 am to 10:50 am, John Davis , Kathleen Davis, Sue Hann 

Brainstorm guaranteed Sessions for 2014 in Toronto, Canada – Subcommittee chairs 
will discuss possible topics with their subcommittees keeping in mind the location of the 
congress. 

Reporter Reminder – Staff - Articles for the July transportation issue of the Reporter are due 
May 15.  Please let me know what articles to expect 

 Kathleen Davis – Draft President’s Message 
 Carol Estes—Technical Committee News, include liaison program 
 Sam Yaghmaie – article or two from subcommittee 
 Others 
 
Position Statements Reminders – Please have all position statement changes to Carol 
by next Friday.  

 
Next call:  April 18 

 
  


