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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

February 21, 2013 

Participants: Kathleen Davis, Chair 
 Sue Hann, At- Large Director, Transportation 
 Freeman Anthony, Member 
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Joe Kroboth, Member  
 Gary Strack, Member 

Carla Anderson, Road Safety chair 
Ben Dow, Winter Maintenance vice chair 
John Davis, Project Streamlining chair 
Steve Oliver, rep to NCUTCD  
Jon Schans, FHWA 
Martha Horseman, LTAP 
 

Absent: Scott Nodes, Member  
    
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff   
  
Call to Order, Introductions– Kathleen Davis called the meeting to order 

Approval of Conference Call Summary of January 17, 2013 – The conference call 
summary was approved as revised. 

Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann – The board will be meeting again in April.  They are 
working through a new governance model.  The board is not as involved in day to day 
activities as much.  In April they will be talking about budget priorities. 

Report from NCUTCD – Steve Oliver, APWA representative to the NCUCD discussed 
the FHWA proposal to split the MUTCD into 2 documents. On January11, 2013, the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published a Notice and Request for Comments 
(RFC) in the Federal Register (FHWA Docket No. FHWA-2012-0118).  The notice seeks 
answers, comments, and concerns related to providing “a simplified, streamlined” 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) by dividing it into two documents, 
one that would continue as the official MUTCD and would require rulemaking to change 
and a second that would be a supplemental document containing best practices and that 
could be changed without going through rulemaking. The NCUTD feels that a long range 
strategic plan for the MUTCD should be finished first before splitting the MUTCD into two 
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documents.  The Transportation committee agreed.  Staff will forward the national 
committee document to the committee.  John Davis wondered if the states would also be 
required to split state documents into two parts. 
 
Washington Report – Jim Fahey - the Administration yesterday released details of its 
infrastructure proposal, broadly outlined in last week’s state of the union address.   
 
The plan has three components:   

 First, it calls for a “fix-it-first” program directing $50 billion to transportation 
infrastructure (roads, bridges, transit, airports), $40 billion of which would be 
spent on the most “urgent” upgrades.   

 Second, the plan includes what is called a “Rebuild America Partnership” aimed 
at attracting private investment in infrastructure through an infrastructure bank, 
bonding initiatives and an expanded TIFIA program.  

 Finally, the plan calls for cutting project delivery time by half through a 
“modernization” of permitting regulations. 

 
The plan is not new.  The Administration has been advocating this plan or similar 
aspects of it through its budget requests and other means. Reaction has been 
mixed.  House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster in a 
statement criticized the plan as “a short-term proposal for long-term 
challenges.”  Shuster, however, said he was “encouraged by the President’s comments 
about the need to reduce red tape and streamline project delivery.”    
 
Please take a look at the Shared Use proposal Jim sent out and email him any 
comments.  FHWA has proposed a categorical exclusion relating to repair after 
emergencies.  Jim will be sending out information on virtual EDC summit opportunities.  
The continuing resolution expires at the end of March which may force another show 
down.  Gary Strack asked if the $50 billion program has a “short fuse”.  Jim believes it is 
intended to be short term but has no specific information yet.  The challenge is that it has 
never been taken up in the House and there is not idea of how to fund it.   
 
Kathleen sent out something she received.  Jim will send out the notice and see if 
anyone is interested in being on the taskforce.    
 
Nominations are open – Staff reminded committee members that nominations are open. 
Kathleen Davis, Freeman Anthony and Scott Nodes will need to re-nominate.  
Nominations close April 1.   

Spring Meeting – Staff discussed arrangements for the spring meeting in Oklahoma City.  
Travel trackers will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book travel and keep 
track of expenses.  Please remember that itemized receipts are required for purchases 
over $5.00.  For those who want to get together for dinner Thursday night, please meet in 
the hotel lobby at 6:30 pm.  There are a number of restaurants in easy walking distance.   
 

Reporter Reminder – Staff - Articles for the July transportation issue of the Reporter are 
due May 15.  Kathleen will be drafting the President’s message that month and it should 
be completed about two weeks earlier. Carol will prepare the Technical Committee news.  
Please let Carol know what articles you think will be submitted.   



FHWA Report – Jon Schans discussed stakeholder engagement sessions.  FHWA is also 
working on performance measure rulemaking listening sessions.  The most recent focus 
has been on the challenges related to target setting.  There will be an outreach session on 
performance reporting, performance data, and recording procedures.  Jim Fahey is the 
APWA link.  
 
Task Force and Subcommittee reports 

Project Streamlining -- John Davis – There are EDC virtual webinars in every state.  
He had a conversation with Hari Kalla and FHWA is willing to have more sites.  The 
proposed congress session “Common and Costly Problems” was accepted for congress.  
Jon asked if David Nicole volunteered himself as he is retiring in 3 weeks.  John will look 
into it.   
 
Road Safety – Carla Anderson – There is a Click, Listen, and Learn coming up June 20.  
Two sessions have been selected for congress, High Friction Roads, and Local Road 
Safety.  The committee discussed future leadership   and elected a vice chair.  They 
reviewed the proposed split of the MUTCD into two documents and concurred with the 
comments Steve Oliver made earlier. 
 
Sustainable Transportation – Sam Yaghmaie was not available for the call.  Freeman 
Anthony reported that the subcommittee has five ideas for Reporter articles but probably 
not all of them will be submitted.  The subcommittee webpage has been updated and 
looks great.  They have had a proposed session at congress accepted and also a 
session at the sustainability conference.  They are working toward getting a Canadian 
involved on the subcommittee.  Teresa Harrison is the vice chair. 
 
Winter Maintenance – Ben Dow – The subcommittee is really excited about the 
upcoming snow conference.  They will be offering the Winter Maintenance Certificate 
again.  It has become so popular that they are looking into a “train the trainer” type of 
program.  This year the snow conference will also have an emergency management 
focus.    

Position Statements annual review- If you have not already volunteered or your name 
is not on the list for your position statement, please let me know.  If you have finished 
your review please let me know.  Please let me know if you need a copy of a document if 
Word format.   

Advocacy 

Improving Urban and rural mobility –Joe Kroboth 
Partnerships in Transportation – Sue Hann 
Intelligent Transportation Systems – Scott Nodes 
Transportation Funding – Debbie Hale 
Partially Federally Funded Transportation projects – John Davis 
Public Transportation – Debbie Hale 
Transportation Safety – Carla Anderson 
Complete Streets – Freeman Anthony (combining with Multimodal, calling it Bike 
Ped) 
Goods Movement - Freeman Anthony (changing to Freight Movement) 
Multimodal Transportation Systems – Freeman Anthony (Bike Ped) 



 
Guidance 
Transportation System Preservation – Gary Strack 
Transportation Management – Gary Strack 
 
Regulatory 
MUTCD – Carla Anderson 
 
The next meeting will be Friday, March 22, 2013 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

 
  


