
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

May 16, 2012 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director for Transportation 
 John Davis, Member 
 Kathleen Davis, Member 

Scott Nodes, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 

Carla Anderson, Road Safety Subcommittee chair 
Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance chair 
Carin Michel, FHWA 
Brian Roberts, NACE 
  

Absent: Freeman Anthony, Member 
  
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff   
 
Call to Order, Introductions– Debbie Hale called the meeting to order 

Approval of the summary of the spring meeting – Please send any edits to Carol 
before the end of the week 
 
Transportation Summit Debrief and Reauthorization Status – Jim Fahey gave a brief 
report on the transportation summit.  More than 70 meeting were arranged between 
summit attendees and House and Senate members.  In reauthorization, Senator Boxer 
held a news conference May 15 to discuss the status of the conference negotiations.  
She said they are moving beyond the preliminary stages and into the substance of the 
negotiations.  Staff have held more than 20 hours of meetings and are identifying areas 
of agreement.  Conferees, however, have not met on the issues.  At least one conferee 
described the staff work as preliminary.  Boxer and Rep. Mica plan to meet today. A 
number of specialized messages have been sent out restating APWA positions on key 
issues. Current authorization expires June 30. 
 
FHWA has issued a final rule eliminating 46 regulations on traffic signs to provide more 
flexibility for state and local governments, including allowing communities to replace 
traffic signs when they are worn out rather than requiring signs to be replaced by a 
specific date. 
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Federal Aid Essentials Program – Carin Michel of FHWA joined the committee to 
discuss the Federal Aid Essentials program.  She met with several committee members in 
Washington, D.C. following the transportation committee meeting.  APWA agreed to assist 
in the rollout of the program at congress in Anaheim, California in August including 
providing an educational session and booth space.  The project includes a web site where 
interested parties may find 80 video modules that discuss each of the important aspects of 
utilizing federal aid in a project.  There are also links to companion resources.  Four 
webinars were held last week to get feedback on the project so far.  APWA supplied 
names of members who wished to participate.  A debriefing session is coming up next 
week and will assist FHWA in providing just what is need on the website. 
 
Brian Roberts, Executive Director of the National Association of County Engineers, 
reported that he attended part of the transportation summit in Washington, D.C. Together 
with APWA, NACE sent a joint letter with two recommendations for the Every Day Counts 
program. A formal process where APWA and NACE would meet with the Department of 
Transportation was established. 
 
Project Delivery -- John Davis discussed how to get the new subcommittee going.  It was 
suggested that some members of LTAP and SC?RC might be interested.  One of the 
issues to be addressed will be how different division offices of FHWA interpret the law.   

APWA Reporter Articles – status report – Articles are due to Kevin Clark no later than 
May 29.  There may be too many articles and some may need to be postponed to another 
issue.  Articles anticipated include:   

 Debbie – FHWA INVEST highway rating system (with Lisa Reid) 
  Awaiting final pilot test analysis; Lisa is doing the first draft. 

 Debbie - getting around Congress next year without a car—in Southern 
California!  Being written by Natalie Weeks; should be sent to me soon 

 Jeff – Investment in LED’s (signals and lighting) 

 Carin Michel – Federal Aid Essentials 

 John – Next phase of Every Day Counts 

 Fritz – Recycled materials survey (Sam Yagmaie) 

 Fritz - Green Roads certification project 

 Carla –Roundabouts and Overweight/Oversized vehicles - complete 

 Carla – Local Crash Statistics (Caryn Woods) - complete 

 Mark – transportation design and winter maintenance (Pat Kennedy) 

 Technical Committee news – Carol 

 President’s message - Debbie 
 
Road Safety – Carla Anderson discussed a pilot state project in Kansas with LTAP 
utilizing highway safety funds.  It is focused on counties with the highest crashes, 
fatalities and injuries.  The subcommittee meeting is May 25.  There will be another joint 
NLTAPA call in June 
 
Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries discussed the recent snow conference.  It was 
really great and there were many positive comments.  There were a few glitches with 
registration but overall, attendees were very happy.  Exhibits were the best ever and 
vendors were very happy with the turnout.  The certificate program was packed.  Since 
the conference next year is not in a snow state, the subcommittee believes we should 
reach out to Directors for Regions 3 and 4 to peak their interest early in the process.  



Chapter Liaisons and Website – Jeff Ramsey sent out several messages to liaisons and 
invited them to the transportation committee at congress. 

Next call:  June 20, 2012 

 
  


