
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

March 21, 2012 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 Freeman Anthony, Member 
 John Davis, Member 
 Kathleen Davis, Member 

Scott Nodes, Member 
Carla Anderson, Road Safety Subcommittee chair 
  

Absent: Jeff Ramsey, Member 
  
Staff: Becky Stein, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff   
 
Guests:  Stan Brown, SC/RC 

Jon Schans, FHWA 
  

 

Call to Order, Introductions– Debbie Hale called the meeting to order 

Approval of the summary of the February meeting – Staff will re-send the summary 
of the February meeting 
  
Board Liaison Report -- Sue Hann was not available for the call and reported via email. 
She sat in on the Sustainability Center call this week and they are going to start work on 
something akin to a Sustainability Strategic Plan for APWA – Julia and Mary Anderson 
are going to draft up a straw man outline prior to their call next month (which happens 
while we are in DC). At some point they are planning to engage others and are 
interested in including the Transportation Sustainability Subcommittee – Fritz’s group.  
 
There is a Board meeting coming up in April (the weekend before our DC meeting) – the 
primary focus of which will be the budget.  
  

Reauthorization Update – Jim Fahey the Senate approved its bill, MAP-21, on March 
14, 74-22.  The bill was amended to include two APWA-supported amendments, one to 
provide minimum funding for off-system bridges and the other to include public works 
officials in a DOT rural road safety best management practices study.  The House is not 
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expected to take up the Senate bill and pass it, despite calls from Senate leadership, the 
administration and House T&I Committee leaders to do so. House T&I Committee 
ranking member Nick Rahall introduced MAP-21in the House on March 22. Rather than 
take up the Senate bill, the House will take up a 90-day extension.  Although Senate 
Majority Leader Reid said he is not inclined to bring an extension to the Senate, no one 
expects the Senate to allow the programs to lapse.  The latest extension expires March 
31.   
 
During Senate debate, APWA sent letters calling for approval of APWA-supported 
amendments, signed onto letters with our local government partners and issued alerts to 
APWA Advocates, asking them to contact Senators regarding APWA-supported 
amendments. 
 
Jim will prepare briefs before hill visits. 
 

Transportation Summit – Agenda Review– The committee reviewed the agendas for 
the three days of meetings.  The committee is due at FHWA at 2:00 pm and will need to 
arrive at the building at 1:45.  Jon will try to arrange to go to lunch with us and lead us 
down. 

FHWA Report - Jon Schans discussed a Q and A on value engineering.  There will be a 
webinar in April and Jon will post information on InfoNOW.  Scott Nodes is interested in 
emergency relief input. 

Project Delivery -- John Davis has been working with NACE on streamlining LAP in 
Florida.  He will be at the April 3 national NACE meeting to represent APWA on 
streamlining.  The peer exchange report is being finalized by AASHTO and should be 
complete before the spring meeting.  John will be going off the transportation committee at 
congress and has been asked by Debbie to chair a new subcommittee on project delivery. 

Task Force and Subcommittee reports 

Road Safety –Carla Anderson was not available for the call but reported that the 
subcommittee is working with LTAP and a local pilot program in Kansas 
 
Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony reviewed the new website and asked 
for a link to the Center for Sustainability.  They are working on articles for the Reporter. 
The subcommittee wants to get a Green Roads presentation in the CLL queue. 
 
Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries updated the committee on the snow conference 
coming up April 29 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  The certificate program already has 140 
people signed up.  He had a great trip to Europe where he exchanged snow information. 
 
Chapter Liaisons and Website – Jeff Ramsey was not available.  It was suggested that 
we alert the liaisons to the FHWA webinar on Value Engineering. 

SC/RC – Stan Brown – The committee’s face to face meeting was last week.  They are 
going to build relations with small cities and will work with LTAP 

 Update on Reporter Articles – Articles are due May 15.    

Next Meeting:  In person, April 16, 2012, 9:00 am, Washington DC 


