
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

February 15, 2012 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 John Davis, Member 
 Kathleen Davis, Member 

Anthony Freeman, Member  
Scott Nodes, Member 
Jeff Ramsey, Member 
Sue Hann, Director at Large Transportation 

   
Staff: Becky Stein, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff   
 
Guests:  Carla Anderson 

Stan Brown 
Jon Schans 
Gary Strack 
Rosemarie Anderson 
    

 

Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:02 am CST. 

Approval of summary from the January 18, 2012 conference call – The conference 
call summary was approved. 
 
Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann reported on the Board of Directors meeting that took 
place the previous week. APWA is concentrating more internationally and will launch the 
APWA Global Solutions program. If any committee members are interested in participating 
in international issues related to transportation they should check APWA’s website for 
opportunities to participate. The program will also be working with other professional 
groups, such as ICMA in offering support to other countries that are recovering from 
natural disasters. Staff reported at the Board meeting that they continue to make 
improvements to the website and other IT-related areas. The Board passed the new value-
added membership that would increase dues by $15, but allow free access to CLLs and 
other downloadable products.  

Sue also reported that the Board approved funds to go towards the joint project with ISI 
and the Envision tool. Sue felt this was a significant step for APWA as it shows they are 
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recognizing the importance of sustainability. The Board also approved a new PACE Award 
for Sustainability.  

Debbie expressed her concern about the value-added membership and that we need to 
make clear the benefits members will receive or consider waiting to implement the 
program until agencies had more funds available.  

Report on Issues in Common with Small Cities/Rural Counties Task Force – Stan 
Brown reported that the Task Force focus is on communities with a population < 50,000. 
The Task Force is trying to do more outreach to get those communities involved in APWA. 
Stan will act as a liaison between the Task Force and Transportation Committee to share 
information and work together on certain transportation issues.  

Congress Sessions Accepted – Debbie sent out a list of the Congress sessions that 
were accepted. Debbie confirmed with the group that the presentation “The Future of 
Transportation” would remain on the schedule for Tuesday. The Transportation Committee 
meeting at Congress would be moved to Sunday afternoon from 1:30-4:30 pm. 

FHWA Report – Jon Schans posted the latest Focus newsletter on infoNOW. They are 
moving toward an electronic-only newsletter, so Jon encouraged members to go to the 
website and provide their email addresses if they wished to continue to receive it. Jon 
requested input from the committee on information he is putting together for the utilization 
of emergency relief funds. Jon announced that the 2012 Tiger grants are now available.  
 
Every Day Counts and Other Federal Issues – John Davis reported that he is working 
on a pilot project in Florida that would implement the Every Day Counts program at the 
local level. Once the pilot in Florida is completed it will be available in other states.  

Reauthorization and Transportation Summit Update – Jim Fahey gave an update on 
the Transportation Reauthorization bill. Jim reported that the bill would be divided up into 
three parts and he did not anticipate that it would be finalized this week. He will continue to 
keep committee members updated via email. The committee acknowledged and thanked 
Jim for the excellent job he does in reviewing and summarizing all of the information that is 
circulated each day pertaining to the bill.  

Task Force and Subcommittee reports 

• Road Safety – Carla Anderson reported on a February 13th joint meeting with LTAP and 
the Road Safety subcommittee. The two groups are starting to form a plan on how to 
share information on LTAP programs and to get that information to those that may not be 
utilizing it currently.  

• Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony reported that the subcommittee had a 
call in February. The subcommittee will be participating in a CLL tomorrow on Recycled 
Materials. They are also working on a clearinghouse on Recycled Materials with the 
Washington State chapter to provide to APWA members.  

• Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries was not on the call so no report was given. 

 



Chapter Liaisons and Website – Jeff Ramsey reported that he sent three messages to 
the chapter liaisons last month updating them on the transportation reauthorization bill. 
Jeff reported that the Transportation Committee portion of the website had been updated 
and asked subcommittee members to review their rosters and send any updates to Becky 
Stein. 

Next Conference Call – The next conference call is scheduled for March 14, 2012 at 
11:00 a.m. Central. 


