
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

July 20, 2011 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 John Davis, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
   Freeman Anthony, Sustainable Transportation Subcommittee 
 John Schans, FHWA 
  
Absent: Farhad Moghimi, Member  
  
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
   
    
1. Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:00 am CDT 

2. Staff Items – The conference call summary of June 15, 2011 was approved 

3. Board Liaison Report -- Sue Hann was not available for the call 

4. Washington Update -- Jim Fahey updated the committee on reauthorization. The 
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee has released a brief 
outline of its surface transportation reauthorization bill, which it is calling Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century, MAP-21.  The bill will reauthorize federal-
aid highway programs for two years at current spending levels (about $109 billion 
in total).  The legislation consolidates 87 programs under SAFETEA-LU to about 
30 and provides states flexibility to fund programs as they see fit.  It increases 
funding for the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA), a 
credit assistance program for transportation projects, from $122 million to $1 billion 
annually.  It includes performance outcomes addressing safety, congestion and 
preservation and provisions to reduce project delivery costs and delays.   

Sen. Boxer has said she planned to have the Committee consider a bill next week. 
EPW has jurisdiction over SAFETEA-LU's highway programs. 

The committee asked if it would be possible to have a matrix of proposed bills so 
they could have a side by side comparison. 

 
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 

Web www.apwa.net  E-mail apwa@apwa.net 

 



Congress will recess in about two weeks.  September 30 is the expiration of the 
current extension. 

5. Federal Issues -- John Davis reported on the Peer to Peer exchange program.  
AASHTO, APWA and NACE are participating with the aim of streamlining project 
processes. John is also working on the draft partnership agreement update and will 
have a draft out sometime after the call.  He would like committee members to 
review and send comments back within a week.   

6. FHWA Report - Jon Schans reported that FHWA had provided program 
assistance for Click, Listen and Learn programs and articles for the Reporter.  
There will be an article on LPA training. Connie Hill is working on a CLL that 
involves sustainability self evaluation.  Jon suggested that we should invite Greg 
Nadeau to congress and he will invite Colorado DOT members and Joe Toole’s 
replacement.  There will be a Tiger III web conference coming up soon and Jon will 
forward anything else that comes along. 

7. Website Update – Jeff Ramsey will be looking at the website and will send along 
any update suggestions to Carol.   

8. Subcommittee reports 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills reported that the subcommittee has been 
exchanging emails.  There has been a lot of LTAP sharing recently.  
There is a new committee chair and the next call is July 29th.  The TZD 
session at congress is being coordinated by Ava Plum.  John D and Jon 
S will find out who is participating 

 Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony reported that the 
subcommittee is working on an update of the webpage.  Many  of the 
subcommittee  members attended the sustainability conference.  The 
subcommittee is working on three congress sessions: Electric Vehicles, 
roundabouts, and recycled materials. The ISI tool Beta version is on the 
website and comments are being received.   

 Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries was not available for the call.     

9. Education Committee Report – Craig Olson reported that the Education 
committee conference call would be next week.  Upcoming CLL opportunities: 

 July 26 - Solar Strategies for Public Works (Rebroadcast) 

 August 2 - MUTCD (Rebroadcast) 

10. 2012 Congress Sessions – due the end of September.  Ideas from last month:  
reauthorization bill; Peer to Peer exchange; report on Recycled Materials survey; 
LED usage; Urban low impact development; ratings system; one or two ideas on 
road safety; FHWA on safety; winter maintenance; alternative transportation 
ideas.  Please keep think about which should go forward. 

11. Chair’s Report -- Debbie Hale – The congress meeting will be in room 202 of 
the Denver convention center from 10:00 am to 1:00 am on Tuesday, September 



20.  Craig Olson will not be able to attend this year.  Debbie asked if committee 
members would like to schedule a special activity this year.  She will send out an 
email of possible activities. 

 

12. Donald C Stone center – Staff presented the Donald C Stone Center for 
Leadership Excellence in Public Works program.  A brochure was sent to the 
committee outlining the new education program.  The program is the result of 
recommendations of the educational task force to the APWA Board of Directors.  
There will be three career paths: Leadership & Management, Technical 
Specialty, and Public Works Professional.  The first of these, Leadership and 
Management will launch at Congress in Denver this year.  The Technical 
Specialty and Public Works Professional will launch at Congress in Anaheim in 
2012.   

 
Each of the three career paths has entry requirements, progressive levels, a 
professional development program and plan, a professional portfolio/journaling 
requirement, pre- and post-assessments, and access to mentoring.  

The Leadership and Management Career Path has credentialing designations.  

 Level 4: Public Works Leadership Fellow (PWLF)  

 Level 3: Public Works Executive (PWE)  

 Level 2: Public Works Manager (PWM)  

 Level 1: Public Works Supervisor (PWS)   
 
Chapter Public Works Institutes will continue to play an important role.  There will 
be three institutes: Public Works Institute for Supervisors (PWS) at level 1; the 
Public Works Institute for Managers (PWM) at Level 2; and the Public Works 
Institute for Executives (PWE), which can be used to meet the 18-hour graduate 
credit requirement to enter Level 3 
 
The program will also have a “grandfather” provision.  Candidates with 20 years 
of relevant public works leadership experience by September 2011 can apply to 
enter the program under the “grandfather” option. There will be a 3-5 year 
window for the grandfather provision. 
 
Degree Programs will continue to be offered through partnerships with selected 
colleges and universities.  APWA will provide opportunities from high school 
through Master’s degree programs.   
 
Other details of the center can be found in the brochure. 
 
The committee is interested in talking to CGA and OCSI to see if there is interest 
in developing a joint certification program that would fit into the technical 
specialty career path.  Noel Thompson and Bill Kiger could look into a joint 
project.     
 



13. Transportation Liaison items for this month:  Items to be sent to liaisons this 
month include the Tiger 3 webinar information and the ISI site 

 

14. Next Meeting:  August 17, 2011 

 

The call adjourned at 12:04 CDT. 

 


