
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

June 15, 2011 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 John Davis, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Freeman Anthony, Sustainable Transportation Subcommittee 
 Ben Gribbon, FHWA 
  
Absent: Craig Olson, Member 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member  
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Phyllis Muder, Staff 
    

1. Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:00 am CDT 

2. Staff Items – Carol Estes 

a. Approval of Notes from May 18 Transportation Committee – The 
conference call summary of May 18 was approved 
 

3. Board Liaison Report -- Sue Hann was not available for the call 

4.  Washington Update -- Jim Fahey reported that Senators Boxer and Inhofe 
recently released an outline for their reauthorization proposal, MAP-21.  The 
plan calls for a six-year, $339 bill authorization that would consolidate 
programs, eliminate earmarks and streamline project delivery.  Sen. Boxer 
has acknowledged that her Committee may need to scale back to a two 
year bill, which Senate Finance Committee Chair Max Baucus also 
indicated may be necessary.  Sen. Boxer said she intends to mark up her 
bill before July 4th recess.  House T&I Committee Chair John Mica intends 
to release a bill in June.   
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5. Federal Issues -- John Davis updated committee members on the Peer to 
Peer Exchange program. There are four APWA-NACE-AASHTO-FHWA 
Project Delivery Peer to Peer Exchanges taking place in conjunction with 
the AASHTO regional meetings this summer.  The exchanges are a follow 
on to the EDC regional summits and are designed to discuss the project 
delivery process with a local emphasis, identify barriers and best practices 
and to develop an action plan.  The Exchanges will take place during the 
four AASHTO regional meetings.  John Davis has contacted APWA 
chapters and has requested APWA nominees for the meetings.  John is 
working on the FHWA/APWA partnership agreement and expects to have a 
draft by the end of the month. 

6. FHWA Report -- Ben Gribbon announced that long time committee friend 
Joe Toole has retired.  Tony Furst is acting replacement and might be talked 
into attending congress.  It would be a good time to recognize him and invite 
him to the committee meeting. 

7. Subcommittee reports 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills – The subcommittee has a new chair, Carla 
Anderson of the Kansas Department of Transportation.  The 
committee had a recent conference call and Ben Gribbon is 
working on a safety CLL with staff.   

 Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony – The 
subcommittee provided 3 articles for the transportation issue of the 
Reporter and a number of the members will have a meeting at the 
APWA sustainability conference.  The subcommittee has 
completed a survey on recycled materials and is working on a page 
for the Washington Chapter website.  They would like to make the 
survey national by the end of the year.  They are focusing on the 
new LED street lights by following the deployment in Bellingham, 
Washington 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries was not available for the call.   

8. Education Committee Report -- Phyllis Muder announced that the call 
for presentations for 2012 snow conference is out on the web.  The Winter 
Maintenance subcommittee is looking at presenting the snow certificate 
program at the Western Snow conference.  She is working with Ben 
Gribbon on a safety CLL program for this year.  

9. 2012 Congress Sessions – Summaries of guaranteed sessions are due 
by September 30, 2011.  Topics discussed for presentations are: 

 Peer to Peer exchange 

 Recycled materials – What’s working, What’s not – set the stage for 
a national survey 



 Urban LED’s – Peg 

 ISI 

 Safety – topic 
 

 Subcommittee chairs and others be thinking about what topics you want to 
 do. 
 
10. Chair’s Report -- Debbie Hale 

Sustainability in Public Works Conference, June 27 – 29, Portland, 
OR – If you are attending and want to meet for dinner at 7:30 pm 
Tuesday night, let Debbie know 

 Transportation liaison messages: 

  2010 Congress – ideas for topics (Debbie to get to Jeff, with details 
from Carol) 

  Winter Maintenance conference – call for presentations (Phyllis) 

 Stormwater legislation – we need their input (Debbie to forward 
Julia’s request for info). 
 

11. Next Meeting:  July 20, 2011 

 

The conference call adjourned at 12:10 pm Central Daylight time. 


