
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

May 18, 2011 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director At Large 
 John Davis, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jon Schans, FHWA  
 Ben Gribbon, FHWA 
  
Absent: Bo Mills, Member 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member  
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Phyllis Muder, Staff 
    

1. Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:00 am CDT 

2. Conference call summary of 4-20-2011. The conference call summary 
was approved 

3. Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann – The budget for 2011-2012 will be on 
the board agenda for the June meeting.  The board is moving forward with 
the education program.  The consensus of those participating in the 
transportation summit was that the joint meetings were extremely valuable.   

4. Washington Update - Jim Fahey wished everyone a happy Public Works 
week.  Senator Boxer introduced the senate resolution recognizing Public 
Works Week.  There is not much new on reauthorization.  Some activity in 
the House is expected around Memorial Day and in the Senate a little later. 
There is a bill circulating which reflects the President’s February budget 
framework but it’s not getting much discussion.     

5. Federal Issues – John Davis has sent out a draft of the existing 
APWA/FHWA partnership agreement.  Please review and track any 
suggested changes and return to John by the end of the week, May 20.  
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John thanked Jim Fahey and Tony Giancola for their work on the peer to 
peer exchange at four regional AASHTO meetings.  There are meetings 
coming up on Every Day Counts issues at the local level.  The first is June 
7-8 in Connecticut, the  second in mid July in Oklahoma City, a third in late 
July in Cincinnati and a fourth August 24 in Louisville, Kentucky.  FHWA will 
send invitations to chapter presidents requesting volunteers.  There are a 
limited number of slots for which travel expenses can be reimbursed.  Other, 
non reimbursable slots may also be available.   

 
6. FHWA Report – Jon Schans discussed a new, third round of Tiger Grants 

which is in the 2011 budget.  Given that grant selection for TIGER II 
increased to 75% for local projects,  it is likely that most of the grants for 
TIGER III will go to local projects.        
     

7. Transportation Liaison and Website Update  - The committee discussed 
their experiences with the new APWA website.  The consensus is that it has 
a nice look to it but takes a little time to figure out where to find things.   
There is still a link to the “classic site” at the bottom right hand corner of the 
home page if all else fails.  The committee requested that there be links to 
the technical committee pages under the appropriate “solution by topic”.  
Staff will fill out a work form for the request.  It was also noted that there was 
out of date information at the top of the transportation by topic web page.  
Staff will forward the glitch to IT.  The committee also thought that under 
transportation by topic there ought to be a link to reauthorization. It was 
suggested that Jeff Ramsey might have the liaisons look over the website 
and report back.      

8. Subcommittee reports 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills was not available for the call.  Ben Gribbon 
reported that FHWA has come out with three new local road 
guides: Safety Information Analysis, Roadway Departures, and 
Intersection Safety.  The information and manuals can be found at: 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/local_rural/training/   Ben will be 
submitting a Reporter article on how HSIP projects are identified for 
funding.  

 Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony reported via 
email that the subcommittee is getting their articles together for the 
July issue of the Reporter.  The recycled materials WA survey 
received 71 responses - Gary, Sam and Fritz to review data on the 
7th of June.  New focus area of LED street lights added via Ben 
Jordan.  They had Mia Birk from Alta Planning on the call last week. 
Very good info from the private sector on Pedestrian and Bike 
network planning. 

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/local_rural/training/


 Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries reported via email that they 
are working with the committee at the Western Snow conference 
and they will be holding another Certificate class at the conference 
this September.   Also several subcommittee members (especially 
Phyllis) just completed an article on the certificate program which 
will appear in Better Roads magazine. An additional article will 
appear in the Reporter about the snow conference in Spokane. 
They have been busy writing.   Bret and Mark are taping segments 
for the Iowa public service institute course at Iowa State today and 
tomorrow. They are covering the winter maintenance section.  
Several of the subcommittee will be presenting this week at the 
Mid-American conference in Kansas City.  Wilf and Mark will be 
presenting at the APWA Sustainability conference next month.  

 

9. Education Committee Report - Craig Olson explained that type of Click, 
Listen, and Learn programs that are doing the best.  Phyllis Muder 
suggested that topic that explain “how to” do something and that have a 
practical application are best.  One program form transportation has been 
scheduled for November 10 which will be base on the guaranteed session 
about the changes to the AASHTO green book.  Marshall Elizer will be 
heading up that effort.  Due to the large proportion of transportation 
focused members, we would like to have another four transportation 
related topics.  Viable topics include: 

 

 HSIP success stories - couple of APWA members  --Ben Gribbon 

 Low cost safety treatments; couple of APWA members  -- road 
safetysubcommittee; Carol to check history  

 Winter maintenance – liquid de-icing – M. DeVries/subcommittee 

 Recycled materials, incl. rubberized asphalt – F. 
Anthony/sustainability subcommittee 

 FHWA sustainability rating system, what it is, examples of using it – 
Jon Schans/FAnthony 

 Bikes/peds/trails; perhaps Complete Streets?  - ask Sue Hann for 
ideas,  may coordinate with but not CLL specifically 

 One hour FHWA course on performance management – Jon 
Schans  

10. 2012 Congress Sessions - Debbie suggested that we look at CLL topics 
we are discussing as possible sessions for congress in Anaheim.  Topics 
and descriptions are due by the end of September.  This item will be 
continued on the next agenda. 

11.  Other Business – Staff asked for volunteers to review the updated 
roadway maintenance manual.  The document will be sent to the 
committee for review. 



 

The conference call adjourned at 12:09 pm Central Daylight time. 


