
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

January 12, 2011 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director at Large, Transportation 
 John Davis, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
 Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance subcommittee 
 John Dewar, FHWA  
 Kirsten Negus, Innovative Street Design 
 
Absent: Farhad Moghimi, Member 
  
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Director Government Affairs 
  

 
1. Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:00 am Central 

time 

2. Approval of conference call summary of December 15, 2010 – The summary 
was approved as submitted 

3. Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann reported that the Board would be meeting in 
early February in Kansas City.   

4.  Washington Update – Jim Fahey reported that House Republicans rejected an 
attempt to modify the proposed repeal of the budgetary firewalls provision 
contained in the package of proposed House rules.  Rep. LaTourette of OH offered 
a compromise which would have allowed amendments on the House floor to 
reduce transportation spending below authorized levels but require underlying bills 
to fully fund highway and transit programs.  The vote on LaTourette’s amendment 
was by secret ballot and no vote count was announced.  The rules package is 
expected to be approved on a party-line vote today when the full House considers 
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it.  The House Rules package will end guaranteed funding for highway and transit 
programs in place since 1998.   

 
APWA and the transportation community at large responded vigorously to urge 
House Republicans to reject the repeal of the funding guarantee.   NLC, NACo and 
NACE joined onto an APWA letter to House Republican leaders urging them to 
oppose the provision, and the letter was sent to every Republican member of the 
House before the Republican caucus vote.  In addition, APWA sent separate 
letters and issued two legislative action alerts to APWA membership this week and 
last week, and the alert was distributed to APWA’s transportation liaisons to reach 

chapters.   

Jim Fahey thanked Jim Sparks for his assistance with the MUTCD comment letter. 

Arrangements for the transportation summit were discussed.  The transportation 
committee will meet from 5pm to 7pm in the APWA offices on Monday, March 
28.The offices are a short walk from the Sheraton Hotel.   

5. Kirsten Negus – Kirsten Negus discussed the Innovative Street Design Manual 
project with the committee.  There will be a conference July 21-23, in Berkeley, 
California.  She encouraged APWA members to participate.  Debbie Hale will 
solicit California members who might be willing to attend the conference to offer 
suggestion.  The project will result in a manual 

6. Every Day Counts – John Davis reported that there would be an EDC exhibit at 
the TRB meeting and suggested that those who attend look for it.   

7. FHWA Report – John Dewar reported that LTAP is very active in implementing 
Safety Edge technology. 

8. Transportation Liaison and Website Update – Jeff Ramsey has been receiving 
feedback from liaisons that they appreciate receiving good information from the 
committee 

9. Subcommittee reports 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills has scheduled a subcommittee conference call 
for February 17.  They continue to exchange information  with NACE, 
FHWA 

 Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony was not available for 
the call 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries has been nominated to the USDOT 
Advisory Committee.  The NASC is on track for Spokane in April and the 
subcommittee is working very hard on the certificate program. 

10. Education Report – Craig Olson reminded the committee that there would be a 
Click, Listen, and Learn program on January 27 about Pavement Preservation.  
Several members of the Pavement Preservation Expert Task Group will be 
speakers. Jeff Ramsey will send out the information to the liaisons.  



 Sue Hann discussed the Comprehensive Professional Development Task Group 
recommendations that will be discussed by the Board. It is envisioned to consist 
of four levels related to educational needs and job responsibilities.   

11. Adjourn to next meeting:  February 16, 2010 

 


