
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Congress Meeting Summary 

August 17, 2010 

Participants: John Davis, Outgoing Chair 
 Debbie Hale, Incoming Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director for Transportation 
  Bo Mills, Member  
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 

John German – Reauthorization Taskforce 
 Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance Subcommittee chair 

Freeman Anthony, Sustainable Transportation subcommittee 
chair 
Tony Kane, FHWA Executive Director 
Francine Shaw-Whitson – FHWA 
Marshall Elizer, NTOC and ASHTO 
Connie Yew, FHWA 
John Dewar, FHWA 
Ben Jordan, LTAP 
 

Absent: Farhad Moghimi, Member 
   
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Director Government Affairs  
 Mabel Tinjaca, Director of Professional Development 
 
1. Call to Order - John Davis called the conference call to order at 10:00 am EDT 
 
2. Review of revised meeting summary from July 21, 2010 – The meeting 

summary was approved. 
 
3. Marshall Elizer – APWA representative to the AASHTO Geometric Design 

Committee and to the National Traffic Operations Coalition (NTOC) reported to 
the committee.  The new AASHTO green book will be finalized late this year or in 
early 2011.  Work on the bicycle guide is underway.  The NTOC has a website 
established at www.ntoctalks.com.  Marshall encouraged members to visit the 

 
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 

Web www.apwa.net  E-mail apwa@apwa.net 

 

http://www.ntoctalks.com/


site and sign up for newsletters.  Copies of draft documents that concern various 
operations aspects of transportation were handed out.  Staff will forward 
electronic copies after congress.   

 
4.  Board Liaison Report – Director for Transportation, Sue Hann reported on 

various APWA and board activities: 

  

 Sue thanked our FHWA member for all they do and for presenting the 
session Tuesday morning.   

 The board will be discussing the ASCE/ACEC/APWA infrastructure rating 
system project at the Wednesday meeting.  Bill Reichmuth, outgoing 
member of the Engineering & Technology committee and chair of the 
green scorecard subcommittee of E & T, discussed how the project 
originally developed.   

 
5. Reauthorization - John German reported on the status of reauthorization.  There 

has been no action and it is uncertain when there might be.  A lot of the taskforce 
information is available on the website at http://reinvestintransportation.apwa.net/ 

 It will probably be next summer before anything happens.  John discussed the 
idea of a transportation summit in the spring of 2011, perhaps adjoining the time 
of the transportation committee meeting and partnership meeting with FHWA.   
 

6. FHWA update – Jon Schans talked about the FHWA program developed around 
the green roads program.  Jon introduced Francine Shaw, also of FHWA, who is 
seeking pilot projects to test the FHWA scorecard.  Freeman Anthony has a copy 
of the green roads pilot done in Bellingham, Washington, that he can make 
available.  Jon asked for an updated liaisons list.  Jeff Ramsey will forward the list 
to Jon.  There is still a lot of federal funding available for programs such as safe 
routes to school, some rural road programs and local safety scans.  Tony Kane 
said that there would be a web symposium August 25-26 for Toward Zero Deaths 
with 2 lane rural roads a target.   

 
7. Subcommittee reports 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills reported that Dick Hanneman has joined the 
group to provide a winter maintenance perspective. 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries  reported that there was great 
attendance at the snow conference.  The post conference survey showed 
that 41% of attendees were new.  With that information, the 
subcommittee feels that a focus on fundamentals is appropriate.  The 
committee is developing a white paper on sustainability in winter 
maintenance they call Toward Zero Impacts.  An NCHRP report will be 
coming sometime around November 15.   
 

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale introduced Freeman (Fritz) 
Anthony, the new chair of the subcommittee.  The subcommittee has 
generated goals for the coming year and talked to the center for 
sustainability about being connected.  The subcommittee is going to look at 
the Transportation Committee business plan to see how they might help.  
They plan to generate Reporter articles and/or a CLL on recycled materials 
with AASHTO.  Francine Shaw-Whitson will put the subcommittee in touch 
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with information.  The subcommittee will be looking at roundabouts, the 
green scorecard, US EPA, and Climate Change legislation.  They reviewed 
the committee’s position statements and are will to look at SAFETEA-Lu for 
sustainability issues.  Freeman will be working with the subcommittee 
webpage.   

 

Sue Hann asked for the costs to be worked up for two subcommittee chairs to 
attend the spring meeting.  Staff will follow up with costs. 
 

The committee welcomed Debbie Hale as the new chair and thanked John Davis 

for his outstanding service as chair of the committee. 

President George Crombie addressed the committee.  President Crombie challenged 
the committee to take a look at how the consumer thinks about transportation.  How 
does it interrelate with sustainability, quality of life, and economic opportunity?  He feels 
that to be successful, we will need to look at broad based coalitions. 
 
8. LTAP – The committee welcomed Ben Jordan who is participating on the Winter 

Maintenance subcommittee.  There was discussion that a relationship between 
LTAP and the APWA SC/RC group could be very beneficial.   

 
9. APA – Debbie Hale brought up the possibility of a relationship with APA.  The 

consensus of the committee was that it would be beneficial.  Debbie will look into 
the relationship. 

 
10. Transportation Liaisons – Jeff Ramsey reported that there are now 34 chapters 

with liaisons.  There was an article in the July Reporter and Bo Mills brought it up 
for the House of Delegates.  Jeff suggested that posting to infoNOW and to the 
liaisons should be combined.   

11.   Education Report – Craig Olson reported that the committee will be similar to 
the way it was last year.  We need  a transportation CLL program as a 
replacement for the Reauthorization slot and it was suggested that Every Day 
Counts would be good.  Jon Schans will look into it.  The committee is looking at 
different ways of delivering education.  The Ian Hill series is a 6 workshop 
change in leadership series.  It would be good for a lunch and learn series.  It 
starts around September 24th. 

12. Transportation Partnerships – Sue Hann asked the committee how they felt 
about existing partnerships since directors are asked on a yearly basis to 
evaluate them.  The consensus of the committee is that they are very beneficial.  
The budget for next year includes funding for the committee to hold its spring 
meeting in Washington, D.C. including a day long partnership meeting with 
FHWA.  John Davis volunteered to work on the agreement and meeting details.  
We will need to pick a time that avoids the snow conference, the FHWA 
meetings, AASHTO, and board meetings.   

Mabel Tinjaca Director of Professional Development addressed the committee.  
Mabel explained plans for developing a Transportation curriculum this year.  We will also 
be developing podcasts and the committee will be asked for input.  The curriculum for 
transportation CLL’s will be added to next month’s agenda. Soft skills don’t sell well in 



CLLs.  A pilot media relations course for a chapter is being developed.  Let Mabel know 
if there is a chapter that is interested.   

13. Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for 
Presentations for Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2011 to be held in 
Denver, Colorado.  The topic, learning objectives and description are due by 
September 30.  Topics under consideration include: 

 Public/Private Partnerships – Farhad Moghimi -   

 Older Drivers – Road Safety Subcommittee 

 Roundabouts – Here to stay – Sustainable Transportation 
Subcommittee 

 Recycled Materials specifications – Sustainable Transportation 
Subcommittee 

 FHWA topic 

 Winter Maintenance topic –  

 Reauthorization 

 Porous/permeable pavement – Sustainable Transportation 
Subcommittee with E & T (Guaranteed by E & T) 

 Electric Vehicle Networks - Debbie 
 

This topic will be continued on the next agenda 

 
14. Schedule for future monthly conference call.  The consensus of the 

committee is to continue with the third Wednesday of the month at 12:00 pm 
Eastern, 11:00 am Central, 10:00am Mountain, 9:00 am Pacific time 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm EDT. 
 


