
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

May 19, 2010 

Participants: John Davis, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director-at-Large 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member  
 Craig Olson, Member 
 John Dewar, FHWA 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
 
Absent: Debbie Hale, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member  
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Director Government Affairs  
  

 
1. Call to Order - John Davis called the conference call to order at 11:00 am CDT 
 
2. Review of revised meeting summary from April 21, 2010 – The meeting 

summary was approved. 
 
3. Washington Update – Jim Fahey reported that staff is waiting for the Senate 

Environment and Public Works committee to release its Reauthorization bill.  They 
are working off the bill submitted by Representative Oberstar.  The administration 
will likely release some principles perhaps by mid-June or after the meetings they 
are holding around the country.  The Energy and Climate bill would impose fees on 
motor fuels.  Varying numbers have been discussed.  Only about one third of the 
fees collected would go to transportation and of that, only about one third would go 
to the Highway Trust Fund. 

 
4. At-Large Director Report – Sue Hann discussed the next board meeting which 

will be June 4 and 5 in Toronto.  The partner review process has been added to the 
agenda at her request.  There are a number of projects underway including: 

 APWA is working with senior-level FHWA officials to discuss APWA’s ideas 
and recommendations to shorten the time it takes to deliver federal aid 
transportation projects.  The next meeting is May 26.   
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 The Education Task force took a comprehensive look at APWA offerings.  
After a meeting in Kansas City, they are suggesting to the board that APWA 
draft an Education Strategic Plan.  They felt that there was no single person 
in responsible charge of APWA Education.  The Executive Director will be 
taking a look at that and reporting back to the board. 

 The Task Force wants to engage the upper management level in training 
and roll out a career path for Public Works. 

 The Body of Knowledge Database needs to be kept up to date 

 There is interest in getting APWA back into research mode 

 Staff will be developing a plan on “What is the role of the Education 
Committee”.  It might include increasing the committee to bring in more of 
the players. 

 We are still working on a sustainability rating system.  The next meeting is 
May 20 and 21 

 
4. FHWA update – Jon Schans did not have an update but offered to answer any 

questions that the committee might have.  FHWA is interested in renewing the 
partnership agreement and is actively working on local project administration.  Sue 
Hann thanked Jon for his assistance in finding members for the Sustainable 
Transportation subcommittee.   

 
5. Education Report – Craig Olson noted that the Education Committee held its 

conference call on Monday.  The Sustainability conference is going very well and 
will sell out.  Educational events coming up include: 
 

 May 20 – APWA will host a live Click Listen & Learn call “Utility 
Coordination for Municipal Capital Improvement Projects.” 

 May 25 – APWA will rebroadcast “Traffic Mediation” 

 2010 Sustainability Conference will be June 8-10, 2010 in Minneapolis, 
MN  

 June 24 – Green pavement CLL 

 Congress is in Boston, MA in August 
 

6. Transportation Liaisons Update – Jeff Ramsey was not available for the call 
but John Davis commended Jeff for expanding the program to 33 of the 64 
APWA chapters 

 
7. Discussion of topics for articles for the July edition of the Reporter (due 

May 15) – Staff reminded the committee members that articles not already in 
should be sent to Kevin Clark by the end of the week. 

 

8. Update of position statements, committee assignments – The committee 
members discussed the status of changes to position statement. John Davis 
asked responsible members to send proposed changes to the committee for 
review before the June 16 conference call.   

  

 Advocacy Position Statements: 

 Transportation Safety – John Dewar  - proposed changes in progress 



 Urban & Rural Mobility – John Davis – no changes recommended 

 Business Practices in Transportation – Farhad Moghimi – No change 
recommended  

 Intelligent Transportation Systems – Jeff Ramsey – no changes 
recommended 

 Multimodalism and Intermodalism -  Debbie Hale – separated into two 
statements;  

 Public Transportation – Debbie Hale – changes approved 

 Transportation Funding – Debbie Hale – changes approved 
 

Guidance Position Statements: 

 Transportation System Preservation – Jeff Ramsey – changes approved 
by the committee 

 Transportation Management  -  Farhad Moghimi – No change 
recommended 
 

Regulatory Position Statement: 

 MUTCD -  Craig Olson 
 

9. Congress 2010 session updates – Responsible parties indicated that all 
sessions are on schedule 

 Bikeways System Planning and Practice (guaranteed session); submitted 
– Sue Hann coordinating   

 Complete Streets (guaranteed session) – Bo Mills coordinating   

 Pavement Management (guaranteed session) – Jeff Ramsey coordinating 

 Green Roads Scorecard – Debbie coordinating 

 Climate Change Legislation – Debbie coordinating 

 Local Roads Safety Scan – FHWA 

 Transportation in the Future – John coordinating 
 
Winter Maintenance sessions submitted: 

 Snow fighting in Argentina will be the guaranteed session – Mark DeVries 
coordinating   

 

10.  Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann discussed the teleconference with FHWA 
concerning expediting projects.  There will be a debriefing with ASCE/ACEC this 
week.   

 

11. Subcommittee reports 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries was at the 2010 NASC and not 
available for an update.  Staff noted that it was an excellent event and 
commended the subcommittee and snow staff for a great event. 

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported that she had sent out 
a request for members during the spring meeting and had several 
responses before leaving Kansas City.  There are six new members.  A 



new secretary has been appointed and they are still looking for someone 
to coordinate the website.  New topics being discussed include: 

Green materials 
Standards and specifications for green materials 
Coordination with other agencies 

The subcommittee members attending congress will get together at the 
Transportation committee meeting. 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills reported that the next conference call is May 27 
 
12. Evaluation of Partnerships – Sue Hann discussed APWA’s partnerships and 

asked for committee input.  Due to the short time remaining she asked that any 
comments be emailed to her as soon as possible. 

 
13. Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for 

Presentations for Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2011 to be held in 
Denver, Colorado 

14.  Review of Draft 2010-2011 Business Plan – John Davis is working on an 
update to the draft. 

 
15. InfoNOW Posting assignments 

 May – Farhad Moghimi 

 June – Jeff Ramsey 

 July – Debbie Hale 
 

16.   New Business – Craig Olson volunteered to help Debbie Hale with the recycled 
materials task force.   

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 pm Central time. 
 


