
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

October 20, 2010 

Participants: Debbie Hale, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director for Transportation 
 John Davis, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member 
   Craig Olson, Member 
 Anthony Freeman, Sustainable Transportation subcommittee 
 Andy Haney, APWA SC/RC 
 Frank Hickman, City of Virginia Beach 
   
Absent: Jeff Ramsey, Member 
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Director Government Affairs 
 Phyllis Muder, Project Manager 
  

 
1. Call to Order – Debbie Hale called the meeting to order at 11:00 am 

Central Daylight time 

2. Approval of Notes from Committee Meeting- The conference call 
summary of  September 15, 2010 was approved  

3. Board Liaison Report - Sue Hann discussed phase III of the Body of 
Knowledge survey that will be coming up.  The committee will be asked to 
collect job descriptions.  The International Affairs committee is retooling its 
activities and wants to engage chapters and encourage contributions.  The 
transportation committee might want to touch base with technical 
committees.  The committee was supportive.  Sue and Bo Mills both 
attended the education/certification strategic planning meeting.  They 
discussed the public works career path and the several ways to get to the 
management level: both through degrees and field experience.  They 
discussed APWA’s strengths and weaknesses.  We do a great job at 
supervisor and below.  They are looking at executive level credentialing.  
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They discussed how we connect to chapters.  They may replicate the 
transportation liaison program.  The work with ASCE/ACEC on the green 
scorecard idea is progressing.  Peter is sending out document to the 
board.  There are big issues for the board and finance committee to 
discuss.  The budget process will begin earlier this year to allow more time 
for input and consideration.   

4.  Washington Update – Jim Fahey reported that following the elections 
there would likely be an appropriations bill, continuing resolution and an 
extension to reauthorization which ends December 31.  The administration 
renewed its call for a six billion dollar infrastructure bank.  AASHTO is 
proposing to replace the gas tax with a sales tax.  The Transportation 
summit is scheduled for March 29, 30, 2011 in DC.  We are still working on 
the program.  It may include panel discussions, advocacy meetings on the 
hill and meeting with FHWA.  Sue suggested we have a conference call 
later with all the committees involved, perhaps in February.    We should 
have an agenda item (transportation committee) to discuss topics.   

5. Every Day Counts (EDT) – John Davis reported that he had sent out 
documents for Every Day Counts to the committee.  There will be summits 
held around the country.  Jim Fahey has sent out talking points for those 
who will be attending.  John will attend  the summit December 13 in Atlanta. 
Debbie Hale plans to attend the one in Sacramento.  Farhad may also be at 
the Sacramento summit.  Those interested in attending should contact their 
state DOT. John also reported that he, Sue Hann, John German and Debbie 
Hale are talking to NACE about consolidated process mapping.  Debbie 
believes that she has seen a chart with project steps and will try to locate a 
copy. 

6. Distracted Driver Summit – Frank Hickman from the City of Virginia Beach 
discussed his attendance at the Distracted Driving Summit.  It was a great 
conference.  The focus was threefold: Reduce crashes from distracted 
driving, design safer roads and incorporate intelligent systems.  The two key 
questions asked were: What steps has your organization taken? What are 
the emerging issues? Possible steps might be texting bans while driving, 
drivers education programs to the information out, and a national campaign.  
APWA might want to consider congress programs or click, listen, and learn 
programs.  Bo Mills suggested that the road safety subcommittee work on a 
plan.   

7. FHWA Report – no one was available for the call 

8. Information Distribution and Website Task Force – Jeff Ramsey 
reported that he may need to have a conference call to work on the task.  
Staff reported that the IT department is now fully staffed so there should be 
information on the web site update soon.   



9. 2010-11 Business plan – Debbie is updating the business plan with the 
new goals.  Staff will post to the web when it is available. 

10. Subcommittee reports, update on next conference call 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries was not available 

 Sustainable Transportation – Freeman Anthony reported that the 
October 1 conference call issue areas were Reporter articles and 
CLL topics.  They submitted 3 or 4 sessions for congress.  They are 
working on recycled materials specifications and may need to do a 
survey. 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills, the subcommittee will be setting up a 
conference call soon. 

11. Education – Phyllis Muder and Craig Olson reported that it is now official, 
we will be partnering with Pacific Northwest Snowfighters for the North 
American Snow Conference.  The winter maintenance certificate is 
moving along.  This year the program committee is making a concerted 
effort to increase fleet aspects of the conference.  The selection 
committee meets October 1.  NASC in 2013 will be located in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.  The Education committee wants to solicit more ideas from 
members and is considering posting its conference call summaries on 
InfoNOW.  The CLL tomorrow on Weather Reports has low attendance.  
Please encourage anyone interested to attend.  Craig is working on the 
Pavement Preservation CLL scheduled for January.  Jam Yagmaie is a 
good resource. 

 
12. Next Agenda: 

 

 Podcast draft on transportation overview item for public works 

leadership training path:  Craig Olson 

 Transportation Summit 

 Podcasts 

 FHWA project 

 ASCE project 

 Body of Knowledge 

 Pavement Preservation 

The meeting adjourned at 12:22 pm CDT 

Next call is November 17, 2010  

 


