
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

January 20, 2010 

Participants: John Davis, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director-at-Large 
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
  Heath Pickerill, LTAP 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
   
  

 
1. Call to Order - John Davis called the meeting to order at 11:00 am 

Central time 
 
2. Review of meeting summary from December 16, 2009 – The summary 

was approved as revised 
 
3.  Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann reported that the next board meeting 

would be February 5 and 6 in Kansas City, Missouri.  Elizabeth Treadway 
will be reporting on the Body of Knowledge.  There will be a discussion of 
the Certification of Public Officials and President elect Crombie will discuss 
ideas about working with university communities.  Sue has been invited to 
attend a town hall meeting being presented by Secretary of Transportation 
Ray LaHood.  

 
4. U.S. Bicycle Route System – Debbie Hale had another conference call 

with Ginny Sullivan to coordinate outreach.  There will be an article 
prepared for the May Reporter, which is the sustainability issue.  They will 
run a teaser in March.  They are also preparing an article that can be part of 
a newsletter sent to the Transportation liaisons.  Sue is going to work with 
Brian Van Norman to include the House of Delegates.  There are some 
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state gaps in the system and the committee suggested that talking with 
regional directors would be a good way to connect. 

 
5. Washington Update – Jim Fahey was not available for the call and 

provided an update for staff for the committee.  Washington activities 
included: 

 
 Senate Jobs Bill 

The Senate returned to Washington this week and is expected to consider 
its version of a “jobs” bill by February or March.  Details and plans, 
including levels of infrastructure investment and timing, have not been 
made available, and its prospects at this point are uncertain.   
 
House Jobs Bill 
As reported on the last conference call, the House approved its jobs bill, 

the Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 (HR 2847), by a narrow margin last 

month.  The House bill provides $27.5 billion for the federal highway 

program and $8.4 billion for public transportation.  The transportation 

provisions are similar to those in the enacted American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  However, the House bill would require 50 

percent of highway funding to be under contract (not obligated) within 90 

days of enactment.   

Transportation Authorization 
The House Jobs bill would extend SAFETEA-LU through the end of 
September.  The extension provision establishes a 100 percent federal 
share for transportation programs, repeals the prohibition on the Highway 
Trust Fund from collecting interest on its balance, and restores $20 billion 
to the Trust Fund.   The latest extension of SAFETEA-LU expires at the 
end of February.   USDOT is developing a reauthorization proposal which 
it may release sometime after a series of outreach meetings the agency is 
conducting over the course of the next couple months.   
 
There was general agreement that we need to advocate for at least 120 
days to get projects under contract.  Committee members agreed to send 
feedback to John Davis.  John will forward the comments to Jim Fahey.   

 
6. Spring Meeting March 11 – Staff discussed how to travel on association 

business.  A travel authorization email will be sent out to the six APWA 
committee members.  The authorization will contain instructions for booking 
airline tickets through All About Travel, an expense summary in excel format 
and detailed instruction on allowable charges.  Staff emphasized that 
itemized receipts are necessary for reimbursement even if paying by credit 
card.  The email will arrive in the next week to 10 days. 

 
7. FHWA update – No one was available for an update 



 
8. Education Report – Craig Olson discussed his experience at the annual 

TRB meeting in Washington, D.C.  It was an overwhelming experience 
with a huge number of educational opportunities.  He had a chance to 
meet with Peter, Jim, and Julia while touring the new APWA offices.  
Upcoming education activities include: 

 Snow conference  April 18-21 

 Sustainability conference June 8-10 

 Congress in Boston, MA August 14-18 

 Succession Planning - Growing Your Own Director, CLL, February 
18, 2010 

 Stormwater Management Workshop, March 1-3, 2010, Grapevine, 
Texas 

  Recent Click, Listen, and Learn programs “Asphalt Pavement 
Preservation” and “Understanding Your Agency’s Carbon Footpring” were 
well attended.   

  The Education Committee meets face to face in Kansas City on January 
23. 

 
9.  Discussion of Body of Knowledge - “What did we miss?” Staff discussed the 

next phase of the Body of Knowledge.  Committee members are asked to review 
the submissions and note any resources that have been missed by the survey.  
The complete list and instructions were sent out December 21 but staff will re-
send them to make them easier to find.  John Davis and Farhad Moghimi will 
coordinate the responses.   Comments are due to staff by noon on January 
28. 

 
10. Transportation Liaisons Update – Jeff Ramsey sent out two packets of 

information to the liaisons last month.  We have added 3 or 4 more 
liaisons since the last call. 

 
11. Discussion of topics for articles for the July edition of the Reporter 

(due May 15) – All committee members are asked to write or find an 
author for an article.  Topics already planned include: 

 Pavement Preservation Expert Task Group – Craig Olson 

 TRB experience – John Davis and Craig Olson 

 Safety topic – Bo Mills 

 U.S. Bicycle system (May issue) – Sue Hann, Debbie 

 Sustainability topics (Sustainable transportation sub committee) 

 

12. Annual update of position statements, committee assignments – 
John Davis 



 

 Advocacy Position Statements: 

 Transportation Safety – John Dewar – not available for the call 

 Urban & Rural Mobility – John Davis 

 Business Practices in Transportation – Farhad Moghimi – No 
change needed 

 Intelligent Transportation Systems – Jeff Ramsey 

 Multimodalism and Intermodalism -  Debbie Hale – separating into 
two statements 

 Public Transportation – Debbie Hale 

 Transportation Funding – Debbie Hale – needs to be consistent with 
the Safetea –Lu  

Guidance Position Statements: 

 Transportation System Preservation – Jeff Ramsey 

 Transportation Management  -  Farhad Moghimi – No change 
needed 

Regulatory Position Statement: 

 MUTCD -  Craig Olson 
 

Position statements will be discussed at the spring meeting 

 

13. Congress 2010 session updates – Responsible parties 

 Bikeways System Planning and Practice (guaranteed session); Sue 
Hann coordinating – progressing   

 Complete Streets (guaranteed session) – Bo Mills coordinating - 
progressing 

 Pavement Management (guaranteed sessions) – Jeff Ramsey 
coordinating – progressing 

  
Staff will check on the final status of the following: 
Submissions from the Sustainable Transportation Subcommittee: 

 Climate Change legislation panel - Christina with Julia  

 Sharing the Road Right of Way – can’t we all get along? - Peg  
Stahili 

 US numbered bicycle routes - Debbie for Ginny Sullivan (done)  

 Utility coordination software - Marc Fagan (Envista) 

 Green Scorecard for Roads/Green Roads – Freeman Anthony                                                       
(guaranteed session for Eng. & Tech. Cmte.) 

Winter Maintenance sessions submitted: 



 Six sessions were submitted, one is guaranteed.  Snow fighting in 
Argentina will be the guaranteed session – Mark DeVries 
coordinating   

 

14. Subcommittee reports 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries was not available for the call.  
Staff reported that they had held a conference call January 19.  
Subcommittee is working very hard on the snow conference.  The 
certification/certificate task group is preparing their report for the 
meeting at snow conference.   

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported that the 
subcommittee had held a conference call and was progressing on it 
business plan 

 Road Safety – Bo Mills now has 10 members on the subcommittee 
and is arranging a conference call.  He is still looking for a 
Canadian member for the group.  Please send names of interested 
persons to Bo.  Sue Hann will make some contacts in Canada to 
help find a member for the subcommittee. 
 

15. InfoNOW Posting assignments 

 February – Bo Mills 

 March – Craig Olson 

 April – John Davis 

 May – Farhad Moghimi 
 

16.   New Business   

 
 
Next Conference call date is February 17, 9:00 am Pacific, 10:00 am 
Mountain, 11:00 am Central, 12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:53 am Central time. 
 
 
 


