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1. Call to Order– Andy Lemer called the meeting to order at 8:00 am 
Committee members, guests and staff introduced themselves.  Andy 
Lemer thanked the committee for their efforts especially during his tenure 
as chair of the committee.  The committee members thanked Andy for his 
leadership and service to both APWA and the committee.   

 
2. Review of meeting summary from August 17, 2009   
 The meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 
3. Reauthorization – John German presented a reauthorization report.  

Discussions about extension have been contentious (in Congress).  The 
trust fund insolvency required a 7 billion dollar infusion recently.  Since its 
beginning in 2006, the task force has put together position statements and 
the tool kit for members to use. There has been a web conference to 
explain revenues.  Joe Toole said that the present administration had not 
put out an outline of its position.  If there is another web conference, 
FHWA can help to get information.  Jim Fahey reported that APWA is 
poised and ready to continue moving forward with other organizations. 

 
4. Body of Knowledge survey - Elizabeth Treadway and Becky Stein 

presented the results of Task 1 of the body of knowledge.  The technical 
committee’s responsibilities for Task 2 were outlined and the time line for 
completion discussed.  Staff liaisons will forward more information as it is 
available and will assist if questions arise.  The deadline for completion of 
the survey is November 15. All members of the technical committee are 
asked to enter education opportunities offered by other organizations in 
the survey.  Staff will send out the survey after congress.  Staff is available 
to answer any questions as they come up. 

 
5. Report of the At-large Director – Sue Hann discussed board activities 

with the committee.  George Crombie is President-elect. The board 
meeting will take place tomorrow. There will be a report on Governance 
and elections.  APWA may modify its process.  It has been suggested that 
the spring technical committee meeting be moved around so that they 
have the opportunity to meet with different chapters as part of their normal 
business if budget authority is available. 

 
6. Subcommittee Reports –  

 Winter Maintenance – Chair Mark DeVries was unable to attend 
and submitted his committee report via email.  Several 
subcommittee members were in attendance and introduced 
themselves.  The Excellence in Storage Award winners were 
recognized.  The program may need to be re-invigorated.  The 
subcommittee has created a task force to look into winter 
maintenance training and education.  The NASC will be in Omaha 
next year.  The committee is pursuing a joint session with the fleet 



committee.  Outreach is the subcommittee priority.  There will be at 
least six subcommittee articles in the winter maintenance issue of 
the Reporter.  

 
President Larry Koehle addressed the committee.  He discussed the strategic 
plan and outcomes.  The emphasis is on education, advocacy, and chapters.  
The board will take action on the “waiver of federal rules for partially federally 
funded projects” amendment to reauthorization position statement at tomorrow’s 
board meeting. 
 

 Road Safety Subcommittee - We need to find a chair/liaison to 
the subcommittee.  Safety is a priority of the committee.  Last year 
there were 37,000 fatalities.  Distracted driving continues to be a 
problem. 

 Sustainable Transportation – Debbie was not able to attend the 
meeting.   
 

7.  FHWA Partnership – Joe Toole introduced himself and the other FHWA staff 
attending the meeting.  Joe encouraged the committee to refresh the 
partnership agreement with the new administration.  Jon Schans, who could 
not attend, continues to be a stalwart for APWA.  FHWA believes there is 
great value in a strong connection between APWA and the Office of Safety.  
There was a well attended Road Safety Audit session Sunday afternoon 
presented by FHWA.  The domestic scan of federal highway aid delivery of 
Local Road Safety Funding will take place in October and November and will 
be complete in December.  A webinar is scheduled for December 10.  They 
are contacting all the states to find out how they get aid out to the locals.  Joe 
is aware of APWA members who are active on the chapter level in safety.  It 
may be possible to recruit their involvement in the safety subcommittee.  Joe 
offered FHWA staff assistance to the Safety subcommittee to schedule and 
host teleconference meetings.  An opportunity for APWA to participate in 
LTAP Safety Cmte. Conference calls was offered by John Dewar.  The 
consensus of the committee is that they would like to continue to strengthen 
the partnership.   

 
8. Education committee – Craig Olson reported on the activities of the 

education committee.  President Larry Koehle and president-elect George 
Crombie attended the meeting.  There will be some new types of delivery for 
educational programs coming this year.   

 
Connie Hartline talked to the committee about developing new publications.  She 
discussed the possibility of using a call for manuscripts to assist in the 
development of publications.  The committee could suggest a topic, develop a 
content outline and act as a review body for an author.  APWA is now debuting 8 
publications available electronically.  They are generally old publications that are 
occasionally requested by a small number of people.   



 
Bill Reichmuth of the Engineering & Technology Committee discussed the green 
scorecard project to be developed jointly with ACEC.  The transportation 
committee supports the concept and will help with the project if needed.  Debbie 
Hale and the sustainable transportation committee will be the liaison. 
 
Following a brief break, the new committee chair took over.  John Davis, on 
behalf of the committee commended Andy Lemer for his great service. 
 
9. Selection of Guaranteed topics for congress 2010. After a lengthy 

discussion the three guaranteed topics for congress in Boston were chosen.  
Other topics will be submitted for competitive selection.  The three 
guaranteed sessions selected were: 

 

 Complete Streets – Bo Mills coordinating 

 Pavement Management – Jeff Ramsey coordinating 

 Green Scorecard with E & T committee (note: this will appear as an E 
& T session freeing up another transportation session) 

 Successful Bicycle Planning – Sue Hann coordinating  
 
Marshall Elizer discussed his activities with the AASHTO Geometric Design 
committee and with the National Traffic Operations Coalition.  A major update of 
the AASHTO “green book” is underway with the publication becoming available 
in 2010.  It would be an excellent topic for a Click, Listen, and Learn. A new 
Roadside Design Guide will be out in 2010 also. There is also an update to the 
MUTCD which would be a very popular topic for a CLL.   
Jeff Lindley is taking a new approach to the NTOC.  There will be two meetings 
this year.  There are seven action teams, three of which have made progress.  
There was a meeting at the ITE meeting in San Antonio in August.  This year 
they will focus on obtaining benefits of operations.  The NTOC will meet again at 
TRB.   
 
10. Discussion of possible articles for the July issue of the Reporter – 

Articles are due to Editor Kevin Clark by May 15, 2010.  Possible topics were 
discussed.  Ideas presented included: 

 TRB – SHRP2 – Jerry Dimaggio 

 Green Book changes – Marshall Elizer  

 Distracted drivers 
 

 This item will continue on the agenda 
 
11.  Discussion of time and day for monthly conference calls – After 

discussion the committee chose to hold conference calls on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 12:00 pm Eastern, 11:00 am Central, 10:00 am 
Mountain, 9:00 am Pacific time.   

 



12. Adoption of Business Plan for 2009/2010 – The draft business plan for 
2009/2010 was reviewed and discussed.   Further discussion of the draft 
amended business plan will occur at the October meeting. 

13. Transportation Liaisons- The committee discussed the transportation 
liaison project for region 8 and 9.  The consensus is that is a good program 
but needs to have a committee member identified to be responsible for 
getting information together out and updating the liaison list.  A monthly 
newsletter could include the conference call summary.  Washington updates 
could be sent also.  Jeff Ramsey volunteered to take on the liaison newsletter 
items.  Joe Toole offered FHWA to host a web conference for Trans. Liaisons 
to understand their roles.  

 
The next conference call is October 21, 2009 at 12:00 pm Eastern, 11:00 am 

Central, 10:00 am Mountain, 9:00 am Pacific time.  The meeting 
adjourned at 11:45 am.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


