
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

May 18, 2009 

Participants: Andrew Lemer, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director At Large 
 John Davis, Member  
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
     
Absent: Tim Haynes, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Phyllis Muder, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 

  
 

1. Call to Order– Andy Lemer called the meeting to order at 10:32 am 

 

2. Review of meeting summary from April 13, 2008   
 The meeting summary was approved as submitted 

 

3.  Update on Articles for the July edition of the Reporter  

  The committee members discussed Reporter that are in progress.  The present 

status of articles is: 

 Stimulus Package article – Sue Hann – article is in 

 New revenue raising mechanisms – Andy Lemer & John Davis –  article 

will be in Tuesday 

 Maybe something on the FHWA partnership or transit – John Davis will 

have the article in Wednesday 

 Temporary traffic control, etc – Jeff Ramsey – the article is in  

 Land use and planning – Debbie Hale – the article is in   

 Porous pavements/green roads – Tim Haynes was not available for an 

update 
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 Safety countermeasures that work – Jon Schans was not available for an 

update 

 Complete Streets – Debbie Hale – the article is in 

 Storm water, EPA – Debbie Hale – the article is in  

 President’s message – Andy Lemer – the article is in 

 

 

4.  Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann reported on the results of the Nominating 

committee.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for June 6 and 7 and it is expected 

that the Strategic Plan will be on the agenda.  The Center for Sustainability has not 

met yet.  Michael Mucha, the chair, did meet with the Sustainable Transportation 

subcommittee at their last call.   

 

5. Complete Streets – Sue Hann discussed the concept of complete streets and 

referred to two websites where more information could be found.  They are: 

http://www.completestreets.org/benefits.html and   

 http://www.completestreets.org/documents/fed/CS_fed_bill-Q&A-2-09.doc 

 She asked the committee to review the site and ask themselves if APWA should 

sign on as a supporter.  It will probably need to be addressed by the committee very 

soon.   

 

6. Washington Update – Jim Fahey reported on recent activities in D.C.  Recent 

reports suggest that the timeline for legislation has slipped a bit.  A House bill is 

expected to be discussed in June.  The Administration released details of its 

budget expectations and proposed level funding for transportation.  It proposes to 

pay for Transportation in fiscal 2010 out of general funds.  Jim also discussed the 

discretionary grant program under ARRA.  It is in the May 18 Federal Register.  

The Public Policy Forum was held in D.C. last month.  The Reauthorization Task 

Force came in for the meeting and staff arranged meetings for members with their 

elected officials.  There was a meeting with Secretary LaHood and John German 

made an excellent presentation on the Tool Kit.  The committee discussed the idea 

of setting a minimum dollar amount or percentage for Federal Funding below 

which it would not be necessary to follow Federal guidelines.  There was a 

consensus that it would be a good idea for the Reauthorization Task Force to 

discuss. 

 

7. Education Report – Craig Olson reported that there hadn’t been a committee call 

since the education summit but one is scheduled today following the 

Transportation call.  Phyllis Muder reported on the success of the Snow 

Conference.  The Winter Maintenance subcommittee members were presented 

with certificates of appreciation for their outstanding work.  The Public 

Infrastructure Inspector Study Guide Part 3 will be this Wednesday, May 20.  

There will be a Click, Listen, and Learn on Traffic Mediation this Thursday, May 

21.  In June we will be offering a Click, Listen and Learn program at a new time, 

1 to 3 pm Central.  The subject is “The Real Dirt on Subsurface Utility 

Engineering”.   

http://www.completestreets.org/benefits.html
http://www.completestreets.org/documents/fed/CS_fed_bill-Q&A-2-09.doc


8. FHWA update – Jon Schans was not available for the call 

 

9. Subcommittee reports 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries reported that this years Snow 

Conference was really excellent.  We have already received many positive 

comments.  The Subcommittee also held a meeting during the conference 

at which they developed their business plan for the coming year.  It was 

modeled after the Transportation committees plan.  Several taskforces 

were developed to work on the committee projects, including one that will 

make a recommendation on certificates/certification.  A copy of the 

minutes has also been sent to committee members for their information.  

The subcommittee really appreciated the certificates and for Sue’s 

attendance at the meeting.  Many of the committee members will be 

participating in the Eastern Snow conference in August.  Sue Hann 

thanked Phyllis Muder and Mark DeVries for an outstanding job. 

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported on the May 8, 

Sustainable Transportation conference call.  The subcommittee is working 

on an update to its webpage.  Staff will talk to Dan Armstrong about how 

the web page might be changed.  They are also working on a Click, Listen, 

and Learn program about “green pavement”.  The committee asked 

Debbie to request that they be looking for pictures of good examples that 

could be used in a presentation as it is always difficult to find them. The 

subcommittee is also looking at a 2010 Congress presentation on LEED 

for pavement.  There were several suggestions for contacts.  The topic  of 

complete streets was discussed and the subcommittee supported the 

concept. 

 Road Safety – Tim Haynes  was not available for the call 

 

 

11. Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for Presentations 

for Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2010 to be held in Boston, MA – The 

committee discussed possible topics for guaranteed sessions for Boston.  Staff 

explained how the Call for Presentations has been changed and how the ideas 

presented will be available for the committee to peruse.  Ideas currently being 

researched are: 

 Transportation Reauthorization - Sue 

 Green Transportation (cap and trade) - Debbie 

 Safety Session - Tim 

 Pavement Management - Jeff 

 Future Systems - John 

 Road Abandonment – Andy 

This topic will be continued on the next agenda 

12.  Old Business 

 Sue Hann asked Andy Lemer to contact Tony Kane as a Congress speaker. 

 Andy will follow up with Tony and get back to Sue.  



13. New Business 

  

 Andy Lemer raised the idea of making NCHRP reports available to the members.  

One possibility is to post a link on the resource page.  TRB sends out news items   

daily and anyone can sign up to receive them.  Andy will prepare some                    

information on how to get on the list and staff will post it. 

 

 Tim Haynes will be term limited off the committee this year.  We need a 

volunteer to back him up on the road safety subcommittee.   

 

 There was a discussion about transportation liaisons and adding other regions 

besides IX.   

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:26 a.m. 
 
Next call is Monday, June 15, at 11:30 Eastern, 10:30 Central, 9:30 
Mountain, 8:30 Pacific time. 

 

 


