
 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 

November 18, 2009 

Participants: Craig Olson, Member 
 Sue Hann, Director-at-Large 
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Bo Mills, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
 Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance subcommittee 
 Carl Quiram, Center for Sustainability  
 John Dewar, FHWA 
 Heath Pickerill, LTAP 
 
Absent: John Davis, Chair 
 Farhad Moghimi, Member 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
  
  

1. Call to Order– Craig Olson called the meeting to order at 11:00 am. 
 
2. Review of meeting summary from October 21, 2009   
 The meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Center for Sustainability- Carl Quiram, member of the Center for 

Sustainability addressed the committee.  He updated the committee on a 
recent sustainability survey and other activities.  It is the goal of the center 
to assist members in developing vibrant healthy communities.  The center 
plans to use four long term strategies to accomplish its goal: 

 Develop a Guiding Framework 

 Professional Development Training and Education 

 Identify Strategic Partnerships 

 Advocate for Sustainability Principles 
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4.  Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann provided a draft sustainability summary 
report. 

 
5. Washington Update – Jim Fahey discussed the latest Safetea Lu 

extension.  The extension will expire December 18.  The picture remains 
cloudy at this time.  There is increasing interest in a jobs title with the 
Democrats pushing for passage before the end of the year.  The Senate 
appears to have abandoned its 18 month extension for Safetea LU 

 
6. FHWA update – Jon Schans was not available for the call 
 
7. Limited Waiver of Requirements for Federally Funded Projects – Sue 

Hann asked everyone to review the proposed changes that were attached 
to the agenda and make any comments by November 25.   

 
8. Selection of date for the spring meeting – Tentative date is March 11 
 Coordination with KC Chapter – After discussion, the committee selected 

March 11 as the spring meeting date.  The meeting will be in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  Committee members requested that the meeting be held in 
downtown.   

 
9. Education Report – Craig Olson reported on education activities and 

events that are coming up. On December 3 there will be a first ever pre-
recorded Click Listen and Learn Program, “Asphalt Pavement 
Preservations.”  The presentation will be pre-recorded and at the 
conclusion there will be a live question and answer session. 

 “Understanding your Agency’s Carbon Footprint” will air on December 17.   
 
10. Body of Knowledge update – Staff reported on the success of the Body  

of Knowledge Survey.  There were more than 700 responses and 
Transportation was well represented.  A report will be forthcoming. 
 

11. Transportation Liaisons Update – Jeff Ramsey sent out am email 
asking for help on the BOK survey on October to the registered 
transportation liaisons along with a meeting summary of the committee 
conference call.  Jeff suggested working with Regional Directors to help 
identify other chapter members willing to act as liaisons.  An article in 
Bridges or an announcement in “In the Works” could also be used to find 
interested members.   

 
12. U.S. Bike Route System – Sue Hann suggested that information on the 

US Bicycle System is an example of something that could be sent out to 
the liaisons. 

 
13. Green Highways co-sponsorship – Staff discussed the green highways 

conference co-sponsorship.  Debbie Hale is coordinating with the 



sustainable communities subcommittee and green scorecard project of the 
E & T committee.   

 
14. Discussion of articles for the July edition of the Reporter – Articles for 

the July edition of the Reporter are due to editor Kevin Clark by May 15, 
2010.  Each committee member is asked to either write an article or locate 
an author.  Topics will be discussed on the next call to prevent duplication. 

 

15.  InfoNOW posting assignments – InfoNOW posting assignments for the 
coming months were made:  

 December – Jeff Ramsey 

 January – Debbie Hale 

 February – Bo Mills 

 March – Craig Olson 

 April – John Davis 

 May – Farhad Moghimi 
 

16. Subcommittee reports 

 Winter Maintenance – Mark Devries discussed the McHenry 
County Salt Certification which would be a certificate program 
under APWA definitions.  The taskforce is looking into whether or 
not to take the program to the next level.  There is another 
AASHTO computer based training coming out soon.  

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported that the 
subcommittee had elected officers and planned to rotate through 
chairs.  They are coordinating with the Engineering & Technology 
committee on the green scorecard project.   

 Road Safety – Bo Mills is collecting information on what the 
subcommittee was doing previously.  John Dewar with be the 
FHWA contact.  Rosemarie Anderson, on John’s team will be able 
to be on the subcommittee.  Craig Olson suggested that Jim Ellison 
from Pierce County would be a good member.  Debbie Hale would 
like to suggest a member and will forward the information to Bo. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:05 Central time. 

 
 Next Conference call date is December 16, 9:00 am Pacific, 10:00 am 
Mountain, 11:00 am Central, 12:00 pm Eastern Time 
 
 
 


