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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

January 26, 2009 

Participants: Andrew Lemer, Chair 
 Sue Hann, Director At Large 
 John Davis, Member  
 Debbie Hale, Member 
 Tim Haynes, Member 
 Craig Olson, Member 
 Jeff Ramsey, Member 
 Lisa Harris, LTAP 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
 
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
  Phyllis Muder, Staff 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 . 
 
 1. Call to Order- The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. Central time by 

Andy Lemer 
 

2. Meeting Summary of December 15, 2008 and Action items– The conference 
call summary of 12-15-08 was approved and action items from the previous call 
were reviewed. 

 
3. Board Liaison Report – Sue Hann reported on Board activities.  President 

Thompson sent a letter of congratulations to Ray LaHood, the new Secretary of 
Transportation.  The Board will be holding a meeting in Kansas City January 30 
to February 1, which will include strategic planning.  Appointments to the 
sustainability committee will be made very soon.  

 
4. Washington Report – Jim Fahey reported on activities in Washington, D.C.  

Highlights include: 

 The stimulus package is being discussed and action is expected quickly in 
the House but will likely be slower in the Senate.  Priorities are to be given 
to projects which can be under contract in 120 days or less.  Leadership 
wants to have a bill to the President by the President’s Day recess.   
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 Transportation Infrastructure Chairman Oberstar held a meeting and 
included the stimulus package, FAA reauthorization, and Clean Water 
Reauthorization on the agenda.  

 Transportation Reauthorization may come up by early summer.  The issue 
is how the program will be financed.   

 The National Commission for Transportation Financing is suggesting a 10 
cent per gallon one time tax increase.   

 ASCE will be releasing the infrastructure report card this week. 
 

5. Education Report – Craig Olson and Phyllis Muder reported on education 
programs and activities: 

 The Education Committee met last Friday and Saturday to select Click, 
Listen, and Learn topic for the next fiscal year along with other training 
programs 

 The education summit will be April 2 and 3 in Kansas City 

 Sue Hann and Jim Fahey will be participating in the Reinvesting in 
Transportation CLL in February.  The program is free and registration is 
filling up fast 

 
6. FHWA Update – Jon Schans reported that there is a great deal of change 

coming.  He would like to put together a list of activities that FHWA and APWA 
participate in jointly such as sustainability, road safety,  and winter maintenance.  
There is an opportunity for the partnership to broaden its base of cooperation into 
environment and planning and infrastructure.  John Davis volunteered to work 
with Jon on the project.  Jon reported that AGC is lobbying on construction as an 
important part of economic recovery.  Sue Hann has a newsletter from AGC.  
She will forward a link to the committee.  Jon felt that planning should begin for a 
partnership signing in the next fiscal year (2010).   
Action item: John Davis and Jon Schans will work of a list of joint activities 
Action item: Discussion of a partnership meeting in 2010 should be on the 
spring meeting agenda 
Action item: Staff should work on a budget request for the 2010 partnership 
meeting 

  
 7. Subcommittee Reports  

 Winter Maintenance – Mark DeVries was not available for the call and 
reported to staff that planning for the NASC is underway with a meeting 
planned for the end of the week 

 

 Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported that the January 15 
Click, Listen, and Learn went very well.  Debbie asked Phyllis for a copy 
of the roster for the CLL.  The subcommittee would like to be able to send 
transportation related ideas to the Center for Sustainability.  Sue Hann 
will look into coordination.  The subcommittee is looking into a number of 
ideas including: 

1. LEED standards for roadways 
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2. Sustainable materials such as “green concrete” 
3. Stormwater management issues 
4. Carbon taxes 

 

 Road Safety – Tim Haynes advised that the next call will be February 17. 
 

8.  Articles for the July edition of the Reporter due to Kevin Clark by May 15 - 
Andy Lemer reminded the committee that we need to have articles ready for the 
Reporter by May 15.  The committee discussed topics.  Ideas included: 

 

 Something on the stimulus package – Sue Hann 

 New revenue raising mechanisms – Andy Lemer 

 Maybe something on the FHWA partnership or transit – John Davis 

 Temporary traffic control, etc – Jeff Ramsey 

 Land use and planning – Debbie Hale 

 Porous pavements/green roads – Tim Haynes 
 Action item: Continue discussion on the next agenda 
 

9. New Business –  
Debbie Hales reported on workforce development as presented at the 
Transportation Research Board meeting. 

 
Next call is Tuesday, February 17, (rescheduled do to the Presidents Day 
holiday)at 11:30 Eastern, 10:30 Central, 9:30 Mountain, 8:30 Pacific time. 
  
The conference call adjourned at 11:32 a.m. Central Time 
 
  

 


