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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Congress Meeting Summary 

August 19, 2008 

Participants: Andrew Lemer, Chair  
 Sue Hann, Director At Large, Transportation 
 John Davis, member  
 Debbie Hale, incoming member 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
 Bill Reichmuth, outgoing member 
 Joe Toole, FHWA - OPCD 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
 R. Mark DeVries, Winter Maintenance Chair 
 Carl M. Highsmith, FHWA – Louisiana Division 
 Denise Saunders – FHWA 
 John Dewar – FHWA Office of Safety 
 Donna Shea, CT LTAP 
 Ben Gribbon, Road Safety Chair 
 Marshall Elizer, Representative to NTOC 
 John German, Reauthorization Taskforce 
  
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Kathy Dotson, Staff 
 . 
  
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 8:00 CDT 

2. Self Introductions – Those in attendance introduced themselves 

3. Legislative Report – Jim Fahey handed out samples of the reauthorization tool kits.  The 
committee viewed the re-investing video. There are good resources in the tool kit to help build 
consensus, put together presentations and grass roots campaigns.  The Congress session is at 
2:30 today.  Member advocacy is important and we need to link with other organizations.  Jim 
asked the committee to think about links and connection that they may have. 
Action item: Each member to think about a connection that can be made.  
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The Highway Trust Fund is not looking any better.  Congress has recessed.  The deficit is 3.1 
billion.  The House passed an 8 billion dollar plan but the Senate is still trying to get something 
passed.  The Economic Stimulus package did not include infrastructure.  Another opportunity 
may come in a bill by Senator Byrd. 

 
4. Review of Conference Call Summary of July 21, 2008 – The summary was approved   

 
5. Report of At-Large Director – Sue Hann reported on the leadership meeting held in Kansas 

City.  The focus was on strengthening alliances such at the one with FHWA which is very 
important.  At the Government Affairs Committee meeting, the committees proposed changes to 
position papers were approved.   

 
6. Partnership/Subcommittee/Task Force reports      

 
National Transportation Operations Coalition – Marshall Elizer reported that the 
NTOC had slowed down recently.  NTOC Talks is still being published.   
 
AASHTO Geometric Design Committee – Marshall Elizer reported that John LaPlante 
has been active in rewriting Chapter 7 of the Green Book.  It is anticipated that updates 
to the Green Book will be more frequent.  Marshall will report back to the committee 
after the next AASHTO meeting. 
 
Winter Maintenance Subcommittee – Mark DeVries reported that the subcommittee 
had held its meeting yesterday.  Nine members and 4 guests attended.  President 
Thompson was present at the meeting and the question “Can we get the word “snow” 
out of snow conference?” was discussed.  There is a looming salt crisis in that there is 
not enough material to go around this winter.  Costs are increasing from $39.00 a ton to 
$150 per ton.  Excellence in Salt Storage Awards were handed out at the meeting. The 
next North American Snow Conference will be in Des Moines, Iowa.  Education 
sessions will be selected September 12 in Kansas City.  The Congress Winter 
Maintenance went very well.  The subcommittee is outreaching to other conferences, 
particularly the Eastern and Western Snow Conferences.  Five Reporter articles had 
been developed for the November Snow issue and another is expected soon.  The 
subcommittee would like to ask the Fleet Committee to have a guaranteed session at 
NASC.  Certification and Certificate programs were discussed. The feeling is that the 
subcommittee will develop a certificate program.  Joe Toole added that the World 
Winter Conference will be held in Quebec City and will have 900 to 1000 participants. 
 
Road Safety – Tim Haynes reported that the Road Safety Subcommittee  had met and 
discussed objectives.  A conference call schedule for the coming year was established  
and Ben Gribbon has agreed to serve as chair.  They are going to submit an article for 
the November issue of the Reporter and possibly develop a session for the NASC. 
 
Sustainable Communities – Debbie Hale reported that the subcommittee had had a 
conference call, authored a paper and is presenting a Congress session today at 1:30. 
 
Sustainability Taskforce – Debbie Hale reported that the top 5 sustainability issues 
submitted by Transportation are: 

 Materials 

 Solid Waste 

 Alternative Transportation 
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 Land Use 

 Alternative Fuels 
 

The taskforce is developing Click, Listen, and learn topics and wants to have another 
session at Congress next year.  They want to do another symposium.  In advocacy, 
they are keeping track of developments at the Federal level.  They plan to use InfoNOW 
to disseminate information on best practices.  There will be another call in September. 
 

 
5. FHWA Partnership – Joe Toole commented that the FHWA/APWA partnership is the most 

successful of all.  Larry Frevert attended the NLTAPA meeting in Breckenridge, Colorado on 
behalf of APWA.  It has been a while since the partnership agreement was updated and we 
should be looking at updating and having a signing ceremony when the new administration is 
confirmed sometime after next summer.  There is a new Administrator, Tom Madison.  FHWA 
has a 25% vacancy rate in senior level executives.  Joe introduced the other FHWA members 
present.  The committee asked staff to locate the FHWA partnership agreement and send a 
copy to the committee. 

` Action item: Staff to locate partnership agreement and send copy to the committee. 
 
 John Dewar – John’s office is working on strategic planning about how to better interact with 

locals.  They are updating three guides including signs and sign supports, and local bridges 
and streets   

 
 Jon Schans – Jon Schans suggested adding updating the partnership agreement to the 

Transportation Committee Business Plan. There are new people in the Planning Office that 
would be interested in participating in the sustainability taskforce and on the road safety 
subcommittee.  He suggested that the Turner-Fairbanks facility could be used to study de-icing 
methods.  Asset management is still a hot topic. 

 
 Carl Highsmith – reported that the FHWA Louisiana office had been working with parishes on 

the Hurricane Katrina recovery effort and with preparedness.      
 
6. Reauthorization Taskforce – John German reported that the taskforce is open to any 

feedback.  Let Sue Hann know and she will pass it along. 
 
7. Education Report – Craig Olson participated in the Education Committee meeting.  They 

discussed the new committee make up.  Larry Koehle is a member and is also President Elect. 
 
8. Schedule for future monthly conference calls – After discussion, the committee decided to 

continue calls on the third Monday of the month at 11:30 Eastern, 10:30 Central, 9:30 Mountain, 
and 8:30 Pacific time.  January and February dates which fall on holidays will be rescheduled 
for the following Tuesday. 

  
9. Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2009 – Andy Lemer reminded everyone that online forms 

must be completed by September 30 

  SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization – Jim Fahey will have a session on the topic and it will 
not count as a guaranteed session from Transportation. 

 Road Safety Audit Updates – Dan Cady, Lisa Harris –    

  Public Private Partnerships – Jeff Ramsey   

 John Davis will develop Context Sensitive Design as a non guaranteed session 
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 FHWA will probably do another technology transfer session 

 Sustainable Communities will do a best practices session. 
Action item: Submit online session information before September 30 
 

10. Larry Frevert Remarks – Larry Frevert thanked the committee for their efforts over the course 
of his administration.  He also thanked the LTAP representatives for their hard work.   

 
11. Annual Report – The committee reviewed their annual report to the Board 
 
12. President Noel Thompson Remarks – President Thompson thanked the committee members 

for agreeing to serve on the committee.  He suggested that the committee reach into Chapters 
to populate the subcommittees.  Andy Lemer asked staff to get the names of those who were 
interested in serving on the committee and had not been appointed. 

 Action item: Staff to send list of committee nominees to the committee for use in 
populating the subcommittees. 

 
13. Adoption of Business Plan for 2008/2009 – The draft business plan was reviewed and 

approved.     
 
14. Work Plan to accomplish Business Plan – A work plan was developed to assist the 

committee in accomplishing its business plan objectives.  A parking lot of ideas was developed 
including: 

 Model ordinances 

 Asset management 

 Public involvement 

 Environmental streamlining 

 Assist in rewriting FHWA publications, Signs and sign supports, safety on local bridges, 
safety on local roads 

 Road diets 

 Complete streets manual – what are they, how do you build them. 
 
15. Committee PowerPoint – Andy asked everyone to look at the committee PowerPoint on the 

APWA website for the next meeting. 

 
16. Discussion of date for spring Meeting – The committee discussed dates for the Spring 

meeting.  Thursday, March 12, 2009 was the first choice for the meeting.  A backup date of 
Wednesday, March 11 was selected.  The meeting will be held in Kansas City. 

 
17. The meeting adjourned at 12 noon.   
 
    
 
    
 
  
 


