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Transportation 

Committee 

Congress Meeting 

September 8, 2007 

Participants: Andrew Lemer, Incoming Chair 
 John Okamoto, At-Large Director 
 John Davis, member 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
 Joe Toole, FHWA 
 Ben Gribbon, FHWA, Road Safety subcommittee 
 Al Alonzi, FHWA-Texas 
 Mark Devries, Winter Maintenance subcommittee 
 Bret Hodne, Winter maintenance subcommittee 
  
           
Absent: William Reichmuth, Outgoing Chair 
  
Staff: Jill Boland, Technical Services Coordinator 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Karen Wilson, Staff 
     
 1. Call to Order- Andrew Lemer called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. central   
  daylight time.   
 
 2. Meeting Summary of August 20, 2007 – Approved  
 
 3. At-Large Director Report – John Okamoto reported the I35 Bridge-SAFETU-LU 

mission statement was on track and has been submitted in writing, and is in the 
process of being finalized. He thanked the committee for all their hard work and 
gave special thanks to Tim Haynes for writing his new book, “North American 
Traffic Calming Design Guidelines”. 

 
 4. Washington Report – Jim Fahey reported that President Bush won’t support 

Senator Oberstar’s initiative to create a fund for bridge needs. In addition to 
President Bush not supporting the initiative John Mica, Max Backus, Charles 
Grassley and Secretary Peters have also made it clear they won’t lend their 
support either. There is some confusion per Oberstar’s initiative as to how to 



   

 

define a structurally deficient bridge. The initiative also doesn’t provide funding for 
local bridges, just NHS. Jim advised that at this time there is a general feeling that 
a gas tax is the wrong solution when we are dealing with global warming and 
other ecological issues. One possible avenue of funding Oberstar’s initiative could 
be tolling or private partnerships. Secretary of Transportation Rick Cappo (NTSB) 
has no more to say of the cause of the I35 bridge collapse, there is still a lot of 
debris under water and the cause has yet to be determined. There will be 
changes in the inspection process of bridges coming very soon. 

 
 5.  President Elect Larry Frevert’s statement- Larry Frevert came in and thanked 

the committee for all their hard work and welcomed Andy Lemer as the incoming 
chair for 2007-2008. Larry advised he would like LTAP to appoint an ex-eficio 
member to the committee as well as the Engineering and Technology committee. 
He stated he would like an annual meeting to take place to determine what are 
the issues are and how LTAP and APWA can help each other to solve those 
problems.  

 
6. Subcommittee Reports  
 

 Road Safety Committee – Tim Haynes, Transportation committee 
liaison to the subcommittee reported that the first official conference 
call was held June 29.  The focus of the conference call was to review 
the minutes of the organization meeting, a draft of the subcommittee’s 
charter, and develop some deliverable action items.  The 
subcommittee elected Mortin Satin as chair.   The subcommittee 
developed seven action items: 

1. Develop articles for Public Roads and the Reporter publications 
2. Identify training needs to improve roadway safety 
3. Identify RTAP member for the subcommittee 
4. Get information on the MMUCC stand implementation program 
5. Get information on the MMIRE data base development program 
6. Review the Charter and prepare a final draft for adoption 
7. Hold monthly conference calls  
 

 Winter Maintenance – The committee all welcomed Mark Devries as 
the new incoming chair for 2007-2008. Mark advised that the Snow 
and Ice Award will be going to the Board this coming Wednesday, 
September 12th.  Mark advised that the planning has already begun for 
the annual Snow conference in Louisville. He is trying to bring more of 
an international element to the show as well. Bret Hodne advised that 
St. Paul was the highest attended Snow Conference to date. Mark 
stated that two of the five CDT modules are completed and will be able 
to be sold soon. They are still working on the packaging and pricing, 
however, Mark foresees a large amount of income to APWA from the 
sales. 

 



   

 

7. Educational Sessions -  Karen Wilson reported that several Transportation Click 
Listen and Learn Sessions are coming up, the first being on September 27th, titled 
“Save Lives and $$$ Using Traffic Safety Reviews”. The deadline to submit 
proposals for the 2008 Congress is September 30th.  Guaranteed Congress 
Sessions – John Davis has advised that his session is locked in. The committee 
advised that we needed to determine if Greg Schertz speech was a go, if not 
possible topics of interest would be : 

1. Sustainable Development 
2. Asset Management 
3. Smaller Cities (Tim Haynes will think about the topic) 
 

 
   

8. New Business – Andy Lemer would like the committee members to email him 
case studies of bridges closing down and etc. He advised he would like a few 
sentences of explanation. He would like all examples within the next four weeks 
and the committee will discuss them over the next conference call. The committee 
has decided to keep the current conference call dates and times. The committee 
would like to keep the Joint Technical Meeting held on Saturday mornings for the 
next Congress. However, the committee feels the meeting should have a clear 
purpose. They feel the meeting should have a clear point, and would like to have 
work prepared that leads to a goal.  

 
  The meeting adjourned at 4:25 pm Central Daylight time 
 


