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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

July 16, 2007 

Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair 
 John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
 
Reporting via email:   Mark DeVries, winter maintenance subcommittee 
   
Absent: John Davis, member  
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. Central time.   
 
 2. Meeting Summary of June 18, 2007 – Approved  
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto reported that APWA membership has 
passed 29,000.  Out reach suggestions are being discussed to retain new 
members and grow the membership base.  Online balloting will be open from 
July 20 to August 19 for election of Board members.  Chapter web based credit 
cards are now available for Chapters to use for their own events.  Congress will 
be September 9 through 12 this year in San Antonio.  The planning for the North 
American Snow Conference is underway.  The call for presentations has been 
sent out and submittals are due by August 3.  John expressed his appreciation 
for the work of the committee.  The July issue of the Reporter was excellent and 
John thanked all the authors.   

4. Washington Update - Jim Fahey announced that the Government Accountability 
Office is doing a study of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).  It is 
appropriation time in Washington and House and Senate transportation 
legislation fully honors SAFETEA-LU guarantees.  The Office of Management 
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and Budget (OMB) has issued revised trust fund figures.  There is likely to be a 4 
billion dollar deficit in the fund by 2009. 

5. FHWA Update – Jon Schans said that FHWA is scheduled to present an LPA 
workshop in San Antonio.  Jon is working on helping to re-connect LTAP to the 
Transportation committee now that Gib Peaslee has retired.   

 
 6. Subcommittee Reports  
  

  Winter Maintenance – (Mark DeVries reporting by email) The 2008 
Snow Conference, Louisville – The review committee will meet in Kansas 
City on August 16th to review submittals and schedule the educational 
sessions.  
 
October APWA Reporter, snow and ice issue – We are expecting 5 to 6 
articles for the issue with a due date in mid August. Bret and I were 
interviewed for an article in the August issue of City and County 
magazine. The article should deal with snow and ice performance 
measures and how they effect operations. I am not sure whom else the 
magazine had contacted, if anyone. 
 
2007 Congress – The sub-committee will meet during the Congress at a 
time and date to be determined. Two committee members are receiving 
awards, Bret received the Top Ten Public Works Leader of the Year 
award and I will receive the Donald C. Stone award for education at 
Monday’s awards ceremony. I will be presenting a session on Tuesday. 
The session is an overview of how an agency went from reactive to 
proactive in winter maintenance. John Scharffbillng of our committee is 
also giving a presentation at the conference on fuels and fleet issues. 
 
Snow and Ice Award – My understanding is it went to the Board and was 
returned to the review committee for modifications.  
 
National LTAP Convention – The national LTAP convention is being 
hosted in Chicago this year. Many, if not all of our committee members 
have been involved with helping or working with various state LTAP 
programs or seminars. We work hand in hand to develop training 
opportunities and seminars for local agencies. Personally, I have 
presented at several state LTAP/APWA snow and ice seminars including 
in my home state of Illinois. I also instruct for our Illinois LTAP program. I 
do the Flagger training for the northern third of the State and the snow 
and ice training for new employees for the entire state. For these reasons 
the Illinois LTAP has agreed to cover my expenses for this year’s 
convention. This means I can represent my agency, Illinois and APWA at 
the conference. Dick Hanneman President of the Salt Institute and also 
committee member will be attending as well. We will report on the 
conference and any new programs at the next Committee meeting. 



 

 Transportation Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary – page 3 

 

 
Upcoming Seminars – Bret, Wilford Nixon and I will be attending and 
presenting at the upcoming Eastern Snow conference in Columbus, Ohio 
this August. Diana Clonch, winter maintenance coordinator for the Ohio 
DOT and a Sub-Committee member is hosting this FHWA funded 
seminar. Diana is not only coordinating this event she is presenting two 
sessions as well. Again APWA will be well represented. Bret and Dianna 
will be speaking at a session in Pennsylvania, Bret and I will be 
presenting at a seminar in Wisconsin, I will be presenting at a seminar in 
Ontario. Dick Hanneman will also be attending this seminar as will 
Dominic Guthrie also a committee member.  I have been requested to do 
a European tour including the United Kingdom and several other 
European countries. I believe Wilford will be presenting in the United 
Kingdom as well this fall. We will report on our experiences at next year’s 
snow conference. I am sure other members are involved in seminars this 
fall that I am likely not aware of.  
 
Computer Based Training – several committee members are involved in 
this ongoing project. APWA has committed funds and is participating in 
the development of this project. Five new modules are under 
development with one being complete and two more in the final review 
process. Once complete the CD’s will be available for purchase through 
the APWA bookstore. I am planning on a session to highlight this new 
training tool at the 2008 snow conference and perhaps an article in the 
APWA reporter. 
 
Full Committee Status – Bret had pursued the possibility of the raising the 
status of the Sub-committee to a full committee. The idea was well 
received however during the investigation process several issues rose 
which could have had a major impact on how the committee operates. It 
was decided not to purse the change at this time.  

 

 Sustainable Communities – Craig Olson reported that there had been 
no activity.  He hopes a conference call can be scheduled before 
Congress 

 Road Safety – Tim Haynes reported that the subcommittee held a 
conference call on June 29.  Mort Satin has volunteered to chair the 
subcommittee.  Jon Schans asked that his name be on the subcommittee 
mailing list.  John Okamoto would like to remain on the list as well.  A 
major topic of discussion was the new Highway Safety Manual.   

 
7. Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2008 – Guaranteed sessions for 2008 

were discussed.  Topics and descriptions are due by the end of September.  Bill 
Reichmuth asked that an additional topic be considered, “Transportation and 
Global Warming; what is your agency doing?”  Debbie Hale has offered to 
coordinate the session if it is selected.  Topics discussed included: 
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 Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 in Pensacola, precast bridge 
construction (design, build, replace), and accelerated construction 
technology – Super Session – John Davis and Jon Schans will coordinate 
this session 

 Fielding Applied Research – How to and success stories – Super Session 

 Pavement Retro-reflectivity –  

 SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization and approaches to compensate for 
funding shortfalls 

 LPA short course on “how to do business with the Federal Govt.” 

 Global Warming: what is your agency doing? – Debbie Hale 
 
Three sessions were chosen as guaranteed sessions: 
 

1. Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 
2. Global Warming; what is your agency doing?  
3. Pavement Retroreflectivty - 

 
 8. Business Plan Progress – The committee discussed changes incorporated in 

the business plan.  Andy would like to have acronyms written out so that non 
transportation people will be able to understand the document.   Andy will 
forward his proposed changes to staff for review at the next call. 

 
  Action item: Andy Lemer will forward his proposed changes to staff before 

the next call. 
 
 9.  Congress Administrative Items – Bill Reichmuth reminded folks that the 

committee will be meeting Saturday afternoon, September 8, in the San Antonio 
Convention Center.  Bill asked staff to prepare a list of committee related 
meetings, presentations and room numbers for the committee.  Staff will send 
out the list to the committee before Congress and also include it in the meeting 
packets.  

 
  Action item: Staff to send a list of committee related meetings and 

activities to the committee 
 
 10. Board Report 
 
  Wednesday morning, September 12, Bill Reichmuth and Andy Lemer will 

present the Transportation Committee Report to the Board of Directors.  Bill 
asked that committee members develop a list of committee accomplishments 
that they are most proud of and forward them to Carol by July 31.  

 
   
  Action item:  All committee members forward a list of committee 

accomplishments to Carol by July 31 
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 12. Board Action Items – Staff explained the process of the annual evaluation of 
Technical Committees and Task forces.  President Elect Larry Frevert asked 
that the evaluation of the committee and any related external relationships or 
partnerships be forwarded to the technical committees for their information 

 
   
 
Next conference call is Monday, August 20, at 8:30 am Pacific, 9:30 am Mountain, 
10:30 am Central, 11:30 am Eastern Daylight Time.   
  
The conference call adjourned at 11:25 a.m. Central Daylight Time 
 
  

 


