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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

June 18, 2007 

Participants: Andy Lemer, Acting as Chair 
 John Davis, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
   
Absent: Tim Haynes, member  
 William Reichmuth, Chair 
 
Reporting by  
Email: John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
   
    
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
  
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Andy Lemer called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Central  

time.  The committee noted that Chairman Bill Reichmuth is in the hospital and 
wished him a speedy recovery. 

 
 2. Meeting Summary of May 21, 2006 – Approved  
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto was not available for the meeting and 
reported via email: 

John Okamoto represented APWA at a National Transportation Vision and 
Strategy Summit in Maryland sponsored by AASHTO, APTA, AAA and other 
national organizations.  The full report has been sent to the committee.  
Highlights of the report include: 

 
The purpose of the summit was to establish a common transportation vision and 
strategy for the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study 
Commission and Congress and to develop the next federal transportation 
program reauthorization.  A common national vision was deemed essential for 
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the future, in that the lack of a compelling vision would hamper the nation’s global 
competitiveness, economic growth, and quality of life.  The absence of a 
compelling national transportation vision has led to a diminished federal role, 
donee-doner debates, and a rush to earmark local projects.   

 
Ten priority areas were identified through a collaborative and “democratic” 
process of voting.  Those areas included:  

 
Make quantum increase in freight transportation investment 

 Modernization of the system 
 Aggressive investment in public transportation 
 Aggressive investment in transportation capacity to support population 

and employment growth in metropolitan areas 
 Preserve the existing system 
 Enact and aggressively enforce legislation to create a culture of zero 

tolerance for high risk driving behavior 
 Promote and deploy policies and measures to maximize safety 
 Generate net new funding 
 Protect and enhance the existing system 
 Make transition from fuel taxes to more diversified and reliable funding 

   
Two members of the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study 
Commission were on hand to listen and provide feedback on the dialogue.  
AASHTO staff as well as key stakeholders will be refining these vision 
statements for distribution to a wider audience, and delivered to the National 
Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission for consideration 
as they develop their recommendations.  There was a desire by the participants 
that this discussion would continue. 
 

 Andy Lemer concurred with John Okamoto’s report and added that local issues 
should be addressed in the next round. 

4. Washington Update – Due to an FHWA Safety Partners Meetinga, Jim Fahey 
was not available for the conference call and reported to the committee via email: 

Transportation Appropriations 
 
The House Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations 
Subcommittee approved a fiscal year 2008 spending bill June 11.  It fully funds 
SAFETEA-LU’s highway and transit funding guarantees, providing $40.2 billion 
for highways ($600 million more than the Administration requested) and $9.7 
billion for public transportation ($300 million more than the Administration’s 
request).  The bill does not eliminate the $631 million in Revenue Aligned Budget 
Authority (RABA) as recommended in the Administration’s budget.  RABA is a 
budgetary mechanism designed to maintain highway funding at actual and 
anticipated revenue levels.   
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Highway Funding Rescission 
 
The recently enacted Emergency Defense Supplemental Spending bill (funding 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and other priorities) includes an $871 million 
rescission of unobligated highway contract authority.  The rescission is an 
increase from the $683 million proposed in an earlier version of the supplemental 
spending bill vetoed by President Bush.  Lawmakers added the rescission to 
offset increases in the Federal Highway Administration’s emergency relief 
program.  House T&I Committee Chairman Oberstar opposed the rescission, 
arguing it was neither required nor effective as an offset. 
 
 
SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections 
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee and the Senate Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs Committee approved a SAFETEA-LU Technical 
Corrections bill similar to the one passed in March by the House of 
Representatives.  The bill now heads to the Senate floor.  In addition to making 
technical corrections, the bill extends the authority of the revenue commission by 
six months to December 31, 2007 to give it more time to complete its report. 
  
 
Public Private Partnerships 
As reported to the Committee earlier, House T&I Committee Chairman Oberstar 
and Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman DeFazio released a position 
paper outlining their concerns over public-private partnerships (PPP) in 
transportation.  The paper stresses that preserving the integrity of an integrated 
national surface transportation system and protecting the public interest is 
paramount when states and localities enter into such PPP agreements.  The 
Highways and Transit Subcommittee has held three hearings on PPPs this year 
and will continue to study the issue. 
 
 
Signal Assessment Report Card 
Plans are under way to release an update of the traffic signal assessment report 
card first issued in 2005.  APWA and organizations involved in the National 
Transportation Operations Coalition are planning the release as part of press 
event for late summer/early fall.  Marshall Elizer has served as APWA’s 
representative on this effort.  The purpose of the report card is to call attention to 
traffic signal needs. 
 
 
SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization Task Force Position Paper 
The first draft of the position paper has been submitted to the Board, GAC and 
the Transportation Committee for review and comments.  The deadline for 
comments was June 15.  The Task Force will review comments and plans to 
have a final draft ready for Board consideration in September. 
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 5. FHWA Update – Jon Schans reported that Bob Wright of FHWA would be 
speaking at APWA Congress about Locally Administered Projects. 

  Jon asked for help with the LTAP program as a lot of knowledge was lost when 
Lisa Pogue left the program.  Gib Peaslee, who also worked with LTAP has 
retired from FHWA.  Jon asked if it would be possible to ask for agency interest 
in pavement retro-reflectivity on the InfoNOW website.  Carol Estes can 
coordinate a posting if FHWA can send the information that would need to be in 
the posting.   

  Action item: Jon Schans will forward information to post.  Carol Estes will  
coordinate posting to InfoNOW 

  Action item:  Develop closer ties with the LTAP program (ALL) 
 
 6. Subcommittee Reports  

 Winter Maintenance –Bret Hodne discussed an NCHRP domestic scan 
program.  Five topics have been chosen for the first program and winter 
maintenance is one of the five.  Two more modules of computer base 
training have been completed, equipment maintenance and proper 
plowing.  There is still interest in certification of snow plow operators and 
the subcommittee is waiting for the blueprint for certification to be 
complete.  The subcommittee’s decision to remain a subcommittee rather 
than seek full committee status was discussed.  

 Sustainable Communities – Andy reported that Dave Zelenok is 
interested in getting the subcommittee moving.  Andy asked for a 
volunteer to be the subcommittee contact.  Craig Olson volunteered and 
will send Andy Lemer an email 

 Road Safety – Carol Estes reported that Tim Haynes has set the first 
conference call for Friday, June 29, at 10:00 Central.  Staff was asked to 
send out the road safety roster to the committee.   

 
  Action item: Craig Olsson to email Andy Lemer 
  Action item: Staff to forward Road Safety Subcommittee roster 

 
7. Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2008 – Guaranteed sessions for 2008 

were discussed.  Topics and descriptions are due by the end of September. 

 Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 in Pensacola, precast bridge 
construction (design, build, replace), and accelerated construction 
technology – Super Session – John Davis and Jon Schans will coordinate 
this session 

 Fielding Applied Research – How to and success stories – Super Session 

 Pavement Retro-reflectivity –  

 SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization and approaches to compensate for 
funding shortfalls 

 LPA short course on “how to do business with the Federal Govt.” 
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Andy asked everyone to consider coordinating one of the sessions by the 
next conference call.   
 
Action item:  By the next conference call select a topic to coordinate 
(ALL) 

 
 
 8. Status of Articles for the July edition of the Reporter – Carol Estes reported 

that all the expected articles had been received.  It will be a very good 
transportation issue. 

 
 
 9. Work Plan Progress – The committee discussed draft 2 of the Business Plan 

for 2007-2008.  All assigned items have been included in the current draft.  A 
few more changes were suggested.   

  Action item: Staff will incorporate all changes and re-circulate the 
Business Plan before the next conference call.   

 
 
Next conference call is Monday, July 16, at 8:30 am Pacific, 9:30 am Mountain, 10:30 
am Central, 11:30 am Eastern Daylight Time.   
  
The conference call adjourned at 11:17 a.m. Central Daylight Time 
 
  

 


