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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

May 21, 2007 

Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair 
 John Davis, member 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
    
Absent: John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
    
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jill Boland, Technical Services Coordinator 
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Reichmuth called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Central  
  time.  Jill Boland was introduced as the new staff coordinator.  She will be  
  replacing Teresa Hon who had been promoted to Program Manager. 
 
 2. Meeting Summary of April 16, 2006 – Approved  
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto was not available for the meeting and 
reported via email: 

John Okamoto is representing APWA at a National Transportation Vision and 
Strategy Summit in Maryland sponsored by AASHTO, APTA, AAA and other 
national organizations.  Topic areas include:  The Big Picture – Freight 
Transportation System in the Global Economy:  

 

 Highways, Long-Distance and Rural Travel, Tourism and Recreation  

 Freight and Passenger Rail Systems  

 Transit – Vision for Public and Intercity Transportation  

 Metropolitan Mobility  

 Sustainable Transportation  

 Advanced Technology and Innovation in Thirty Years  

 Highway Safety  
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 A Vision for Surface Transportation Funding  
 

John and Bill Reichmuth endorsed a proposal from the Winter Maintenance 
subcommittee to become a full fledged technical committee.  The proposal has 
been sent to the APWA board for discussion and consideration at their June 
board meeting.   

 
The SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization taskforce met and is refining a draft position 
statement.  Input by the Transportation technical committee will be welcomed.  

 

The Transportation Liaison Director at-large as well as the staff have provided 
evaluation input on technical committees and partnerships, and recommended 
continuation of the FHWA partnership and the Transportation Committee.   
 
Action Item:  Staff will forward John Okamoto’s email report to the 
committee. 

 

4. Washington Update – Due to a Congressional briefing, Jim Fahey was not 
available for the conference call and reported to the committee via email: 

 As reported earlier, on May 16 the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs Committee, which has jurisdiction over transit, approved a 
Technical Corrections bill similar to the one passed in March by the 
House.  The non-controversial bill passed by voice vote.   Like the House 
bill, the Senate bill, not yet numbered, includes a correction to funding 
problems in the research program and extends the authorization of the 
Revenue Commission until the end of the year.  No word yet on when the 
full Senate will take up the bill. 

 

 As reported earlier, on May 15 the House of Representatives passed a 
resolution supporting the goals and ideals of National Public Works 
Week.  A copy of the resolution is posted on the APWA homepage, 
www.apwa.net.  Please thank everyone who contacted their 
representatives to cosponsor the resolution.  We has 23 cosponsors in all, 
an excellent response. 

 

 Also as reported earlier, House T&I Committee Chairman Oberstar and 
Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman Peter DeFazio sent a 
letter to Governors, state legislators and state transportation officials 
urging them not to rush into public private partnerships for highways. 
 They said many of them do not protect the public interest, and they 
advised states that they could take action against some public private 
partnerships in the next transportation bill.   

 

 President Verkest will be in Washington on May 22 for the National Public 
Works Reception being held in honor of House Transportation & 

http://www.apwa.net/
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Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jim Oberstar and Ranking Member 
John Mica and House Homeland Security Committee Chairman Bennie 
Thompson and Ranking Member Peter King for their support of public 
works, including transportation. 

 

 The SAFETEA-LU Task Force met by conference call on May 14.  It is 
finishing its first draft of a reauthorization position statement and will be 
circulating it later this month to the Board, GAC and transportation 
committees for review.   

 

 5. FHWA Update – Jon Schans was not available for the conference call 
 
 6. Subcommittee Reports  

 Winter Maintenance –Bret Hodne was not available for the call 

 Sustainable Communities – Bill Reichmuth reported that Dave Zelenok 
had recently moved into the private sector and is interested in remaining 
on the subcommittee 

 Road Safety – Tim Haynes asked staff to set up a conference call for 
June 5 

Action item: Set up Road Safety conference call for June 5 (Staff) 
 

7. Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2008 – Bill Reichmuth asked the 
committee to continue to consider the possible 2008 sessions which include: 

 Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 in Pensacola, precast bridge 
construction (design, build, replace), and accelerated construction 
technology – Super Session 

 Fielding Applied Research – How to and success stories – Super Session 

 Pavement Retro-reflectivity –  
 

 Other ideas suggested included: 

 SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization and approaches to compensate for 
funding shortfalls 

 LPA short course on “how to do business with the Federal Govt.” 
 
 
 8. Status of Articles for the July edition of the Reporter  
 

 Low Volume Roads – Gib Peaslee – the article is written and waiting 
 for approval 

 Jon Schans has two articles and is waiting for FHWA approval 

 Andy Lemer has submitted his article 

 John Davis is submitting an article about using InfoNOW 

 Craig Olson – is working on his article 
 
  Action item: Final articles due to Editor Kevin Clark by May 25 
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 9. Work Plan Progress – The committee discussed the revised Business Plan for 

2007-2008.  All assigned items have been included in the current draft.  The 
committee agreed to accept the changes as presented.  The revised business 
plan will be circulated by staff before the next call.   

  Action item: Staff incorporate all changes and re-circulate the Business 
Plan before the next conference call.   

 
 
Next conference call is Monday, June 18, at 8:30 am Pacific, 9:30 am Mountain, 10:30 
am Central, 11:30 am Eastern Daylight Time.  Bill Reichmuth will not be available for 
the call and would like to ask Andy Lemer to chair. 
  
The conference call adjourned at 10:50 a.m. Central Daylight Time 
 
  

 


