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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

April 16, 2007 

Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair 
  John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 John Davis, member 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
   
Absent: Tim Haynes, member  
   
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Andy Lemer called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Central  
  time.  Chair Bill Reichmuth joined the call in progress 
 
 2. Meeting Summary of January 8, 2006 – Approved as modified 
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto reported that member totals 28,897 
as of the end of March.  The first professional fleet manager’s certification exam 
is scheduled for March 31 and approximately 35 registrations are expected.  The 
North American Snow Conference will be April 22 -25 in St.  Paul, Minnesota.  
Registration for Congress, September 9-12, is now open.  The Urban Forum will 
be held May 6-8 in Washington, D.C. 

4. Washington Update – Jim Fahey was not available for the conference call and 
reported to the committee via email.  Important points included 

 The Revenue Commission will hold its final field hearing April 18-19 in 
Minneapolis and Chicago.  The commission is scheduled to meet twice after 
the field hearing in May and June.  

 The House passed a SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections bill late last 
month – it would extend the authorization of the Revenue Commission by 
six months.  The commission is not prepared to transmit its report by July 1 
and anticipates a six month extension.  No bill yet in the Senate  



 

 Transportation Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary – page 2 

 

 Secretary Peters has named 15 representatives from state and local 
governments and from private finance and business to serve on the 
National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission, 
which was established late last month as a Federal Advisory Commission.  
This is the second of the two such commissions authorized by SAFETEA-
LU.  Both have overlapping missions.  This Commission holds its first 
meeting April 25 and is expected to transmit a report within two years.   

 

 5. Status of Articles for the July edition of the Reporter  
 

 Low Volume Roads – Gib Peaslee – the article is written and being reviewed 

 Jon Schans has several articles that are being considered 

 Andy Lemer is preparing an article on Visioning 

 John Davis is working on an article about using InfoNOW 

 Craig Olson – performance group 

 Jeff Ramsey – possibility of a Virginia article 
  Action item: Final articles due to Editor Kevin Clark by May 15 
 
 6. FHWA Update – Jon Schans reported that FHWA is looking into possible 

Congress 2008 presentations.  He reminded everyone that he would like to have 
the committee members review the list of market ready technologies and rank 
them in order of preference.  The committee was interested in information about 
the signal system demonstration that was shown at the Turner Fairbanks 
Research facility.  Jon will inquire when that technology will be market ready.  
Jon thanked the committee for the notes of thanks that members had sent 
following the partnership meeting.  Bill Reichmuth asked staff to draft a letter of 
thanks to Bud Wright on behalf of the committee for speaking with them during 
the partnership meeting.  The committee discussed the local programs audit 
information forwarded by Kathleen Davis and discussed what should be done.  
Bill Reichmuth and John Okamoto asked staff to set up a conference call with 
Peter King and Jim Fahey to discuss options.  The audit is not public yet but it is 
expected that pending the outcome, some sort of training will be needed.  A 
Click, Listen, and Learn would be an appropriate venue. 

  Action item: Review market ready technologies and submit a list of 
choices to Jon Schans (all) 

  Action item; Jon Schans will look into the signal system technology and 
determine if it is market ready (Schans) 

  Action item: Set up call with John Okamoto, Bill Reichmuth, Peter King, 
and Jim Fahey. (staff) 

  Action item: Consider a future CLL on Local Project Administration (all) 
 
 
 7. Subcommittee Reports  

 Winter Maintenance –Bill Reichmuth reported that Bret Hodne had been 
name one of the Top Ten Public Works leaders.  The committee offered 
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congratulations to Bret on a terrific job.  The North American Snow 
Conference starts April 22. 

 Smart Growth – The subcommittee has been renamed “Sustainable 
Communities”.  Bill Reichmuth asked staff to investigate a local 
government commission and the website www.lgc.com 

 Road Safety – Tim Haynes reported by earlier phone call that he is 
working on setting up a conference call and a meeting at Congress this 
fall.  We now have a committee roster 

Action item:  Investigate local government commission and website 
(staff) 
Action item: Continue setting up Road Safety Subcommittee (Haynes) 
 

8. Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2008 – The committee discussed 
 several possible session topics including: 

 Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 in Pensacola, precast bridge 
construction (design, build, replace), and accelerated construction 
technology – Super Session 

 Fielding Applied Research – How to and success stories – Super Session 

 Pavement Retro-reflectivity –  
 

 Other ideas suggested included: 

 SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization and approaches to compensate for 
funding shortfalls 

 The Perfect Storm – the coming manpower shortage and what can you 
do to start to prepare – Tim Haynes, Joe Toole, L& M committee 

 LPA short course on “how to do business with the Federal Govt.” 
 
 9. Work Plan Progress – The committee discussed the revised Business Plan for 

2007-2008.  Staff made additional changes as requested.  Those with 
assignments from the spring meeting were asked to forward them to staff before 
the next conference call for further discussion. 

 
 
Next conference call is Monday, May 21, at 8:30 am Pacific, 9:30 am Mountain, 10:30 
am Central, 11:30 am Eastern Daylight Time 

 
  
  
 The conference call adjourned at 11:23 a.m. Central Daylight Time 
 
  

 


