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Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair 
 John Davis, member 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, member 
 Joe Toole, FHWA 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
  Mike Burk, FHWA 
 Gib Peaslee, FHWA   
  
 Staff: Peter King, Executive Director 
 Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 Elizabeth Kelsey, Staff 
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Bill Reichmuth called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Eastern 

Daylight time.   
 
 2. Meeting Summary of February 21, 2007 – Approved as submitted 
 

3. Washington Update - Jim Fahey began by discussing Bud Wright’s remarks at 
the APWA/FHWA partnership meeting the previous day.  Mr. Wright explained 
that the Revenue Commission is charged to develop a vision of where 
transportation needs to be 50 years from now and how to get there.  President 
Bill Verkest testified Monday, March 19, before the Revenue Commission.  He 
was joined by 30 stakeholder groups including AASHTO, AMPO, Ports and 
Indian Tribes.  His testimony was prepared by the SAFETEA-LU Task Force.  
Recommendations included: 

 

 raising the motor fuel tax and indexing it; 

  expanding the use of financing mechanisms such as public-private 
partnerships, tolling, congestion pricing and pass-through financing; 
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  providing funding solutions which include utility system and enterprise 
fund models; 

  providing incentives for technology-based approaches such as vehicle-
mileage fee systems; and  

 giving local governments the right incentives to begin or continue 
generating funds in their communities (through voter-approved sales tax 
and bond programs, transportation fees, increased maintenance 
programs and dedicated taxes).   

 
 A thank you and follow up letter to the testimony will be drafted and sent out next 
 week.   
 

A Transportation Financing Forum will take place on March 28.  Bill Reichmuth, 
John German, and John Okamoto will take part in the 90 minute interview with 
NAPA. 
 
The SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization Task Force is developing a draft 
reauthorization position paper.  The task force would like to have it complete by 
the end of summer.   
Action item:  Place on the committee agenda for each call (staff) 
 
Joe Toole suggested that FHWA and DOT would like to hear from APWA 
comments about current program functioning. 
 
AASHTO and AMPO are putting together some events.  The next one is April 11-
13 in New Orleans.  AASHTO is hosting a “Visioning retreat” in May 
 
March 27, the House T & I committee will discuss the structure of the Motor Fuel 
Tax 
 
The SAFETEA-LU technical corrections bill is behind schedule.  It is expected 
that it may extend to the end of the year. 
 
The question was asked about a second commission authorized by SAFETEA-
LU.  It was announced last week by the Finance Committee and seems to 
overlap with the Transportation Finance Commission.  The timeline is unknown 
at this time.  The consensus was that if a second commission is appointed, it 
would be good to have local viewpoints represented. 
Action item:  Jim Fahey will continue to follow the issue 
 

  The Safe Routes to School Advisory Committee met for the first time in January.  
It was an introductory meeting.  The next meeting will be in April.  Rich Deal is 
the APWA representative.  Bill Reichmuth asked staff to invite Rich Deal to be on 
the next Transportation Committee conference call.  Jim is putting together a 
packet for Rich to take to the next meeting.  The committee will be putting 
together a plan to move the safe routes to school program out into the states 
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 Action item:  Ask Rich Deal to join the next conference call (Staff) 

 

 APWA has made nominations to the ITS Advisory Task Force.  We haven’t heard 
anything further.   

 The question was asked, “How does the APWA position on reauthorization 
coordinate with other organizations?”  Jim Fahey responded that APWA is ahead 
of some of the other organizations.  The others are not ready for a formal 
coalition but we will be coordinating with them. 

 

4. Education Committee Update – Ben Gribbon was not able to attend the 
meeting.  Staff reported on education items of interest including: 

 The certification blue print task force had it first meeting.  The purpose of 
the meeting was to recommend in which direction APWA should go.  
The task force will develop a long range strategy for education and 
certification 

 A survey was sent to 8500 random members to determine educational 
needs 

 An education summit will be held in Denver, Colorado on March 29-30.  
An annotated agenda was distributed for discussion  

 Six chapters are using the APWA template for Public Works Institutes 

 Ten chapters are using their own template for Institutes 

 A Master’s of Public Works Administration is now being developed 
through the University of Upper Iowa.  They are looking for subject 
matter experts to teach 6 or 7 subjects 

 In the fall, the Education committee will join with the Technical 
committees on Saturday morning at Congress 

 Education is proposing 15 Click, Listen, and Learn programs, a three 
part web based training and a four part “boot camp” 

 
On other education matters, Joe Toole mentioned that SAFETEA-LU contains 
provisions for educational grants.  The first is for K – 12 and the submission time 
has passed.  The second is for educational institutions to provide curriculum and 
community college technical training.  The RFP is for 1.8 million dollars over a 
two year period.  The submission deadline is approaching.  Other suggestions 
for education from the committee included: 

 A Click, Listen, and Learn on Road Safety 

 A short course on how to administer local projects that have Federal 
funding.  FHWA is rolling out an abbreviated course appropriate for local 
agencies and a graduated rollout of best practices 

 Fielding applied research priority market ready technologies.  Jon Schans 
suggested that an overview would make a good CLL topic. 

 3M has a “safe routes to school” program they are willing to distribute.  
They might be interested in sponsoring a CLL on the topic.  No one 
knows who the 3M contact person is following the departure of Jane 
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Prosch Jensen.   Action item:  Staff will find out the name of the 3M 
contact  

 
 5. Subcommittee Reports  

 Winter Maintenance –Joe Toole mentioned that the World Road 
Association (PIARC) is hosting their annual meeting in Toronto in April 
2010 in Quebec City.  They have expressed an interest in a joint program 
with APWA.                                                                                               
Action Item:  Staff will forward the information to the meetings 
department 

 Smart Growth – Andy Lemer suggested that the committee look at 
modifying the focus of the subcommittee to include context sensitive 
solutions and possibly renaming the subcommittee.  Andy Lemer will talk 
to Dave Zelenok and get his thoughts.  Bill Reichmuth noted that Debbie 
Hale would be interested in the subcommittee and would Dan Burden.  
They have made presentations on the subject matter before.          
Action item:   Andy Lemer will contact Dave Zelenok 

 Road Safety – Bill Reichmuth has the names of 10 people who are 
interested in serving on the subcommittee.  Al King, from Washington 
State was suggested as a possible chairman.  Tim Haynes volunteered to 
be the liaison to the subcommittee.  Staff will work with Tim to set up the 
first conference call.                                                                           
Action item:  Tim Haynes will set up an opening conference call 
(Tim Haynes, staff) 

 
 6. Report from Gib Peaslee, LTAP Program Manager – Gib Peaslee introduced 

himself to the group and explained LTAP programs.  LTAP strives to provide 
training for local agencies and groups in the 7:30 to 9:30 time block so that 
participants can be back on task quickly.  LTAP can help to touch non APWA 
members through newsletters but needs about six months lead time on 
something like a CLL program since newsletter go through the regular mail.  
One item that LTAP centers are providing is road safety assessments.  There is 
not much funding available for the program but volunteers would be welcome 
and would increase the contact with potential members. Gib suggested looking 
into partnership opportunities with the national organization, NLTAP, noting that 
ITE and AASHTO are already doing so.   

 
 7. Review of the 2006-2007 Business Plan – The committee reviewed and 

updated the current business plan.   
 
 8. Discussion of topics and articles for the July issue of the Reporter (copy 

due to Kevin Clark by May 15) The committee discussed articles for July issue 
of the Reporter.  Bill Reichmuth will provide a draft for the President’s message.  
Please forward any topics that you believe he should mention to Bill Reichmuth.  
Action item:  Forward topics to include in President’s Message to Bill 
Reichmuth by April 6.  (ALL) 
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  Articles expected and responsible parties include: 
1. Retro-reflectivity (signs, the final rule) – Greg Schertz if there is enough 

material for an article 
2. Fielding Applied Federal Research – Joe Toole –                             

Action item:  Mark up list of most interesting market ready 
technologies and forward to Joe Toole by April 2   (ALL) 

3. Finding and using Transportation Research resources – Jon Schans and 
Carol Estes                                                                                               
Action item:  Contact Harry Brooks to discuss an article and obtain 
information (Jon Schans, Carol Estes) 

4. LTAP Road Safety Audits – Gib Peaslee knows someone from 
Mendocino County that could write a good article                             
Action item:  Gib Peaslee will contact Mendocino county 

5. Reauthorization – where we are – John German                                
Action item:  Bill Reichmuth will talk to John German about the 
article 

6. Porous Concrete Pavers – Tim Haynes 
7. Partnering for profit – Incentives for participation – Tim Haynes 
8. Transportation Vision -  Andy Lemer 
9.  Using InfoNOW – John Davis 
10.  Virginia Lessons Learned – Jeff Ramsey 
11. So you are a City Engineer – Jeff Ramsey 
12.  GMAP- Measuring Your Transportation Agency’s Performance – Craig 

Olson 
Reminder – Kevin Clark may only be able to use only 3 to 5 articles.  Some 
articles may be published in a later edition of the Reporter as needed. 
  Action item:  email editorial guidelines link to everyone (staff) 
 

9. Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for 
Presentations for Guaranteed Session for Congress 2008 in New Orleans - 
The committee discussed a range of possible topics for the guaranteed sessions 
in New Orleans in 2008.  It was noted that ITE will be holding it’s Annual 
Meeting at the same time as Congress.  Ideas selected for development: 

 
1. Case Study for Bridge Replacement on I-10 in Pensacola, precast bridge 

construction (design, build, replace), and accelerated construction 
technology – Super Session 

2. Fielding Applied Research – How to and success stories – Super Session 
3. Pavement Retro-reflectivity –  

 
 Other ideas suggested included: 

 SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization and approaches to compensate for 
funding shortfalls 

 The Perfect Storm – the coming manpower shortage and what can you 
do to start to prepare – Tim Haynes, Joe Toole, L& M committee 

 LPA short course on “how to do business with the Federal Govt.” 
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Action item:  Email L & M chairman’s name to Bill Reichmuth (staff) 

 
10. Preparation of 2007-2008 Business Plan – The committee reviewed the 

Draft 2007-2008 Business Plan.  The business plan was marked up.  Staff will 
make changes to the word file and send the markup to the committee 
members for discussion at the next conference call.  Specific action items for 
the business plan are listed on the plan itself. 

 Action item:  Send out marked up Draft Business Plan to committee 
 members (staff) 
 Action item:  Review mark up and make assigned changes (as assigned) 
 

11. New Business – The consensus of the committee was to place the 
 APWA/FHWA work plan on the May agenda 
 Action item:  Staff will place the work plan on the May agenda 
 
The next Transportation Committee Conference Call is scheduled for Monday, 
April 16, 2007, at 11:30 am Eastern, 10:30 am Central, 9:30 am Mountain, 8:30 
am Pacific Daylight Time.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


