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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Congress Meeting Summary 

September 8, 2006 

Participants: Tim Haynes, member, Acting Chair 
 John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 John Davis, new member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 Jeff Ramsey, new member 
 Bret Hodne, Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 
 Joe Toole, FHWA 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
     
Absent: William Reichmuth, Chair 
 Coan Bueche, outgoing member 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Dave Zelenok, outgoing member 
  
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, staff 
 Becky Stein, staff 
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Tim Haynes called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm Central  
  Daylight time.  All attendees introduced themselves and new committee   
  members John Davis, and Jeff Ramsey were welcomed to the group.  The  
  expectation for committee members, included in the meeting information, was  
  discussed.  Tim Haynes informed the group that Bill Reichmuth, committee  
  chair, was unable to attend due to a recent injury. 
 
 2. Conference Call Summary of August 21, 2006 – The committee asked staff to 
  include mention of the newly formed Road Safety Subcommittee in the meeting  
  summary.  The conference call summary was then approved as amended. 
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto welcomed John Davis and Jeff 
 Ramsey to the committee.  John explained the function of technical committees 
 in general and the Transportation committee in particular.  The role of the 
 committee in suggesting topics for Click, Listen and Learn programs, submitting 
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 articles for the July issue of the Reporter, and the work of the Winter 
 Maintenance and Road Safety subcommittees was explained.   

 

 4. Partnership/Subcommittee/Task force reports 
   

 SAFETEA-Lu Reauthorization – John Okamoto reported that the current 
legislation will expire in 2009.  The next legislation is expected to be very 
different.  Issues such as earmarks, donor/recipient funding, and sustainability 
of the fund will make it difficult to draft a common association position.  Both 
John Okamoto and Bill Reichmuth have been appointed to the task force.  
John German will chair the task force. The transportation committee asked for 
a list of the task force members once appointments are completed.   

  Action item:  Staff will forward taskforce membership list to committee  
 

 Winter Maintenance Subcommittee– Bret Hodne, subcommittee chair, 
briefed the transportation committee on Winter Maintenance activities.  The 
2006 Snow Conference was a huge success.  The equipment on the floor 
was extremely popular and took the conference to a ―new level.‖  With a full 
year to recruit vendors, it is expected that the 2007 Snow Conference in St. 
Paul will be even larger.  The education department and the winter 
maintenance subcommittee are seeking out new speakers and subject 
matter.   The possibility of a future Rodeo in conjunction with the conference 
has been discussed by the subcommittee and staff.  The consensus is that 
there are many questions that need to be answered and much planning and 
discussion to take place before proceeding.  The soonest a rodeo could be 
developed would be 2009 and it would need to start off slowly.  The 
committee is interested in investigating certification for winter maintenance 
activities.  Becky Stein will be joining the subcommittee at its Congress 
meeting to explain the program.  The subcommittee has also been working 
with the APWA awards committee to develop a Snow and Ice Award.  
Committee member Mark DeVries has drafted a preliminary award outline.  If 
possible, the subcommittee would like to make the award at Snow 
Conference.  The Transportation Committee commended Bret and the Winter 
Maintenance Subcommittee for exceptional work.   

 

 Road Safety Subcommittee- The first meeting is Sunday, September 10, at 
Congress.  With the new subcommittee the association can play a valuable 
role in helping to reduce safety problems.  Topics of discussion will be the 
draft charter, developing training programs, and developing a session on road 
safety for Congress.  Joe Toole suggested coordination with LTAP and state 
meetings.   

 
5. FHWA Partnership – Jon Schans highlighted various joint FHWA/APWA 
 activities the past year including: 
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  FHWA staff Cindy Burbank, King Gee, Susan Binder and Jeffery Paniati  
  presented the October 6 Click, Listen and Learn presentation: ―SAFETEA- 
  LU: New + Changes = Better Transportation Results‖ 
 
  FHWA staff Greg Schertz, was one of four speakers for the Click, Listen  
  and Learn program: ―Retroreflectivty: Lighting the Way to Safety‖ 
 
  FHWA staff Dean Larsen and John McFadden were speakers for the  
  Click, Listen and Learn program: “TARGET Road Safety 2: Improve  
  Safety without Wrecking Your Budget — Cost-Effective Safety Solutions 
 
  Greg Schertz, FHWA Safety Discipline leader for FHWA joined a   
  Transportation Committee conference call to discuss current    
  Retroreflectivty rulemaking 
 
  Projects under consideration for next year include: 
 
   Developing a road safety curriculum for training technicians 
   Developing a matrix of core competencies with locations of available  
   training 
 
  Joe Toole discussed the on-going review of national programs.  Issues  
  needing to be addressed include such things as not having right-of-way  
  acquired before projects are underway and not following environmental  
  clearance procedures correctly.  Other ideas such as pre-certification and  
  training are under study.  If a ―Federal Aid 101‖ course were offered, what  
  should be the content, method and location? 
 
 There was some discussion of having a conference call devoted just to the 
 partnership.  It was suggested that the mid year committee meeting be held 
 jointly with an FHWA partnership meeting.  Since the joint meeting dates need 
 to be determined by early November, FHWA and the committee will need to find 
 a mutually available date soon.  Jon Schans will check FHWA dates. 
 Action items: Joe Toole and Jon Schans will check availability of dates if a 
 partnership meeting is held. 
 Action item: All committee members will check their personal calendars by 
 the next conference in order to finalize a spring meeting date 
    

 6. Washington Update –Jim Fahey updated the committee on legislative issues.  
With mid-term elections approaching legislative action is expected to slow down. 

  Mary Peters, a former APWA member, has been nominated as Secretary of 
Transportation replacing the retiring Norman Mineta.  Confirmation hearings will 
take place before the Commerce Committee.  On other issues: 

 

 The U.S. House passed a technical corrections bill to SAFETEA-LU to fix the 
research project funding shortfall.  There has been no action in the Senate 
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 APWA nominated Rich Deal and Greg Dore to the Safe Routes to School 
Task Force 

 APWA nominated the Transportation Committee as a group with this year’s 
members, the new members for 2006-2007, NTOC representative Marshall 
Elizer, and APWA members Wayne Tanda, Al King, Rich Deal, and Rich 
Romer to the ITS Advisory Committee 

 The Surface Transportation Commission is asking stakeholders to host 
hearings to look at the condition, needs and revenue source of the highway 
system.  A report is due to Congress in July 2007.  

 Mark Macy is participating on behalf of APWA in PROACC reviewing 
guidelines that address access issues.  There has been discussion of 
benefit/cost issues.  There is currently no time line.  Some areas which are 
projected to have cost impacts include: audible signals, detectable warnings, 
alternate circulation and roundabout signals. 

 The Government Affairs staff along with APWA members has been 
conducting a series of Capitol Hill briefings.  The next one is in October and 
will address pandemic flu on public works operations.  Send any 
transportation topic ideas to Jim Fahey. It is an inexpensive way to get good 
outreach. 

 
 7. Annual Report – The annual report of the committee prepared by Bill   
  Reichmuth was reviewed.  John Okamoto thanked all the committee members  
  for their exceptional work. 
 
 8. Adoption of Business Plan for 2006-2007 – An additional strategy was added  
  to goal number one of the business plan: 
  “Support the Road Safety subcommittee to extend the resources of the   
  Transportation Committee and provide increased opportunities for more   
  member involvement and leadership development.” 
  With the addition of the strategy, the business plan was approved. 
  Action item:  Staff will amend the business plan and post of the website 
 
 9. Certification – Becky Stein, APWA certification manager addressed the   
  committee.  The first certification program to launch is ―Fleet Manager‖.  A blue  
  print for the certification program has been proposed and will be considered by  
  the Board of Directors.  If approved the blue print will establish a format and  
  process for developing programs.  As currently envisioned, the program would  
  have three phases: 

 Research/Feasibility – this phase would determine what other programs are 
available, if they are suitable for our members and if there is a market for the 
product 

 Job Analysis – during this phase it is determined what the nature of each job 
is and what knowledge is necessary to perform the job 

 Test Phase – this phase develops the test questions for certification 
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 10. Guaranteed Sessions for 2007– Staff reminded the committee that the 
selections must be made and a form filled out with the subject matter by the end 
of September.  The form is online on the APWA website.  Topics suggested 
include: 

 Framework for a national freight policy or congestion initiative – John 
Okamoto 

 Smart Growth – Bill Reichmuth to coordinate with Dave Zelenok 

 Safe Routes to school or road safety subcommittee topic (from new 
subcommittee) j 

 Joint session with Engineering & Technology on financing 
Action item:  Each responsible party will submit guaranteed session 
information by September 30. 

 
 

11.  Retro-reflectivity Rulemaking – This item was postponed until the October  
 conference call. 
 Action item:  Add item to October agenda 

 
 12. Report of the committee chair meeting in Kansas City – Bill Reichmuth was 

not able to attend Congress so the item will be carried forward to the October 
agenda. 

  Action item:  Add item to October agenda 
 
 13. Plans for the Spring Meeting – Information regarding a change in format for 

the Spring Meeting prepared by Peter King was distributed by staff.  The new 
format will be a one day long individual committee meeting, preferably held in 
Kansas City, at a date chosen by consensus of the individual committee 
members and the committee’s At-Large Director.  The meeting is to be held 
between January 15 and April 15.  If a meeting is requested to be held at a site 
other than Kansas City, it is the responsibility of the committee to prepare a 
written request outlining the reasons and purpose of the request.  The date of 
the meeting must be finalized by each committee by the November conference 
call.  Beginning at Congress in San Antonio in 2007, all technical committees 
will meet together Saturday morning, September 8, from 8:00 am to noon.  The 
agenda will include an overview of the Association’s programs, messages from 
the President, Governments affairs Chair, and others on topics of major 
importance to all the committee members.  Individual committee meeting would 
be held between 1:00 and 5:00 pm Saturday afternoon.  At Large Directors and 
staff liaisons would be required to rotate between committees but the 
committees would each have a full block of time to complete their agenda. 

 
 14. Schedule for future monthly conference calls – The committee chose to 

continue holding its conference calls on the third Monday of the month at 8:30 
am Pacific, 9:30 am Mountain, 10:30 am Central, and 11:30 am Eastern 
time.    
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  Dial in information will be shown at the top of each agenda.   
 
  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm Central Daylight time. 
  
 
  

 


