
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Combined Technical Meeting 

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Sunday, April 2, 2006 
Airport Marriott, Iowa Room 

 
Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair  
 Coan Bueche, member 
 Tim Haynes, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 David Zelenok, member 
 John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 
Guests: Bob Freudenthal, APWA President 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
 Ben Gribbon, Education Committee 
 Bill Verkest, APWA President-Elect 
 John German, Director at Large 
  
    
Absent: Andy Lemer, member 
       
Staff: Carol Estes, Staff Liaison 
 Teresa Hon 
 

 
1. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 There was a brief discussion of who should be recommended as chair for 2006-2007.  The 
 committee agreed that Bill Reichmuth be suggested as chair for the coming year. 
 
2. Review of Meeting summary from 2/17/06 call – Accepted as presented 
       
3. At-Large Director Report – John Okamoto reiterated updates that were offered on 
 Saturday.  He requested that a discussion of certifications in the transportation area be 
 added to the New Business on today’s agenda.  John discussed with Peter King and APWA 
 President Bob Freudenthal the potential for a new SAFE-TE LU committee formed through 
 APWA presidential appointment.  Recommendations were offered as well as committee 
 appointment recommendations. 
 
 The topic of better communication with members in order to obtain feedback was discussed.  
 One suggestion was an APWA-hosted live chat at specific times to obtain feedback for the 
 association’s positions on the next transportation program. Staff will discuss with appropriate 
 APWA staff and share information at the next conference call. 
 
 John also suggested that a discussion take place amongst the committee as to what is 
 acceptable if not a gas tax.  Items put forth: toll roads, use tax (with electronic monitoring) a 
 national sales tax. 
 
4. FHWA Update – Jon Schans distributed a copy of the FHWA’s Traveler Opinion and 
 Perception Survey Summary (March 06).  The results indicated that most American’s 
 approve of transportation projects but want to know how the dollars are used.  The Highway 



 Trust Fund is expected to be depleted at the close of 2009.  Jon updated members on the 
 APWA/FHWA Click, Listen and Learn program as well as the Congress program. 
 
 The inter-relationship among APWA, AASHTO and FHWA was discussed.  The committee 
 is interested in improving project flow for agencies. 
 
 Ben Gibbons mentioned the safety program and a requirement that states have a role in 
 safety of local roads.  Could APWA have a role with AASHTO? 
 

Jon Schans discussed the transportation liaisons to chapters.  Tim indicated that there was 
a lukewarm response from the HOD.  We must give membership more information and 
make them active.  A timelier stream of information to members is necessary.  Jon indicated 
that maybe we need to focus and do more communication.  Show them what value is being 
added for very little effort.  That said, Jon agreed to pull together a monthly e-mail that has 
topics of interest from FHWA.  Ben will write an article for chapter newsletters on this topic. 

 
Action Item – If we can’t get chapter liaisons established, contact chapter newsletter editors to get 
the message out. 
 
Bill Verkest joined the group and thanked members for what they do.  The foundation of the 
association is the Technical Committees and their efforts to identify what the members need. 
 
5. Review of 2005-2006 Business Plan 
 
 Goal 1 –  
 
  10. New pubs  
   Low-Cost Safety Improvements 
   De-Icing Best Practices (Tim Haynes) 
 
Action Item – by next conference call each member is to come up with one issue for a publication.  

Tim feels that InfraGuide may already have copy on the subject we could use. 
 
  11. Tim will provide a description and link for the resource center for Transportation  

  Association of Canada.  We should also check the national Research Guide in  
  Canada. 

  12. The committee PowerPoint has been updated (Carol Estes will distribute. Members 
  are still welcome to submit new photos.).   

  13. New item – Establish a chapter link for knowledge exchange. 
 
John German joined the group.  He indicated that ASCE is looking an APWA member to speak in 

November as part of a program on context sensitive solutions/traffic calming.  Dave Zelenok 
agreed to work with them.  John will send the agenda to APWA headquarters so we can forward 
to the Transportation Committee. 

 
 Goal 2 –  
 
 2. Bill Reichmuth will serve as the committee’s liaison to the Homeland Security subcommittee.  

 Ben Gibbons mentioned Highway Watch - a Dept of Homeland Security program that is 
 implemented by American Trucking.  Training is free to teach people how to look for things 



 out of the norm and a process to follow (other than calling 911).  Ben will forward info on the 
 program. 

 4. Bill will contact John LaPlante and request that he join the next conference call. 
 8. The committee requested that the DC staff for RTAP and LTAP join the next conference 

 call.  Tim Haynes mentioned the Saskatchewan Environment Rural Municipalities (SERM) 
 as a potential contact for Canadian issues. 

 9. Rick Capka is the new FHWA administrator.  Perhaps this is a good time to hold another 
 partnership agreement signing. 

 10. Ben Gibbons will re-distribute the materials to committee members so that those who did not 
 have opportunity to comment may do so. 

 12. APWA staff will summarize a list of corporate members to share with the committee. 
 13. APWA staff exhibit/display materials at various association meetings.  Staff will get a list of 

  those events and share with the committee. Jon Schans will forward a list of events at which 
  FHWA exhibits. 

 
 Goal 3 –  
 
 5. Discuss the need for a transportation report card.  This item has been completed. 
  
6. Discussion of topics and articles for July issue of The Reporter (copy due to Kevin 

Clark by May 15)  
 
 Anticipated articles: 

 NTOC – Marshall Elizer 

 Design Guideline Publication- Tim Haynes 

 Beyond the Gas Tax – Andy Lemer\ 

 Finding & Filtering Information – Ben Gribbon 

 Smart Growth – Dave Zelenok 

 Western States Paving Decision – John Okamoto, Julia Anastasio 
 
7. Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for Presentations for 

Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2007 to be held in San Antonio, Texas 
 
 Possible topic for Congress 2007 guaranteed sessions were discussed.  Bill Reichmuth is 

discussing the possibility of one or two joint sessions with the Engineering & Technology 
committee.  The topic will continue on the agenda. 

   
 8.  Position Statement Review 
 
  All of the committee’s advocacy, guidance, and regulatory statements were reviewed.    
  Suggested changes to the statements will be forwarded to Jim Fahey for further action by 
  the GAC.  
 
9. Traffic Calming Design Guidelines  - final draft review  
 
 The committee reviewed the final draft of the Design Guidelines.  Bill Reichmuth and Carol 
 Estes will talk to Marshall Elizer about a forward for the book.  Carol will forward the 
 marketing piece Bill wrote for Karen Wilson.  The target date for finishing the book is May 1. 
 Connie Hartline will be reviewing the book for grammar and references.  
   
10. Preparation of 2006-2007 Business Plan 



  
 A draft business plan for 2006-2007 was developed.  Staff will circulate the plan to the 
 committee. 
   
11. New Business 
 
 The committee would like to review the DLGCP Business Plan if the Education Department 
 is able to provide it. 
 
 Bill Reichmuth asked that staff forward John LaPlante’s email address to him. 
 
12. The meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm 

 
 


