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TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Meeting Summary 

April 17, 2006 

Participants: William Reichmuth, Chair  
 John Okamoto, Director at Large 
 Coan Bueche, member 
 Andy Lemer, member 
 Craig Olson, member 
 David Zelenok, member 
 Jon Schans, FHWA 
 John LaPlante, APWA rep to AASHTO Green Book  
    
Absent: Tim Haynes, member 
      
Staff: Carol Estes, Liaison 
 Jim Fahey, Staff 
 David Barr, RTAP  
 Lisa Pogue, LTAP 
  
   
  
 1. Call to Order- Bill Reichmuth called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. Central  
  time.   
 
 2. Meeting Summary of April 2, 2006 – Approved as amended by Coan Bueche 
 

3. At-Large-Director Report –John Okamoto noted that there had not been a 
Board meeting since his last report.  He will be doing a briefing in Washington, 
D.C. this week and plans to meet with Joe Toole and the APWA Washington 
staff.  He will discuss with the staff ways of enhancing the relationship with ITE.   

 4.    FHWA Update –Jon Schans reported that he had distributed electronic 
newsletter links to FHWA information in the public domain.  The information can 
be shared with chapter liaisons for transportation.  Jon noted that he had 
brought up the subject of a potential Reauthorization Committee with AASHTO 
but did not get much of a response (from AASHTO).  He noted that 75 percent 
of current revenues come from local sources and 40 to 50 percent of fatalities 
occur on local roads.  With such statistics, it makes sense that APWA be 
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involved in discussions.  John LaPlante pointed out that as the Green Book 
representative to AASHTO, APWA does have a voice in design decisions. 

 
 5. RTAP Update – David Barr updated the committee on RTAP activities.  

Modules in production will be reviewed next week.  Tribal assistance listening 
sessions were held in Denver and Kansas City.  The national RTAP website is 
being updated to make it easier to use.  The current RTAP grant continues 
through 2007.  They are beginning to take a look at strategic planning for the 
next 5 year program.  David will send a synopsis of his report to staff for 
distribution to the committee. 

 

6. Washington Update – Jim Fahey described the new APWA pamphlet on 
 SAFETEA-LU.  Committee members will be receiving one and it will be posted 
 on the website.  Jim reiterated that the highway trust fund will be depleted at the 
 end of the current authorization. 
   
 7. LTAP Update – Lisa Pogue updated the committee on LTAP activities.  At a 

recent regional meeting, attendees were very interested in construction training.  
LTAP is working on product demonstration showcases.  The products can be 
proprietary or can be something like “roundabouts”.  July 30 through August 2, 
LTAP will be hosting a symposium in St Petersburg, Florida.  They will be asking 
APWA to provide a speaker.  The contract for the clearinghouse program is 
coming up for renewal and a new submittal has been made.  The next program 
is slated to start May 15. 

 
 8. Traffic Calming Presentation for Congress – Bill Reichmuth discussed the  
  format for the Congress session to showcase the new publication.  The   
  committee will need to use emails to finalize the speakers due to deadline  
  concerns.  Staff will forward the 75 word summary Bill previously submitted to  
  Education for marketing purposes. 
 
 9. Reporter Article Update – The transportation issue of the Reporter is due to 

the editor, Kevin Clark, by May 15.  Topics expected  include: 

 Marshall Elizer – NTOC 

 Tim – Article on the Design Guidelines publication 

 Andy Lemer – Beyond the gas tax  

 Ben Gribbon – Finding and filtering information 

 Smart Growth – Dave Zelenok 

 Western States Paving Decision – John Okamoto, Julia Anastasio 
    
 10. New Publications -  The committee discussed possible new publications.  The  
  topics suggested for further development include: 

 Context Sensitive Design/Solutions 

 Low Cost Safety Improvements 

 De-icing Best Practices 
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  11. Topics for Congress 2007 Guaranteed Sessions – Topics under consideration 
  include: 
 

 Life after the gas tax 

 Contact Sensitive Solutions 

 Financing Infrastructure Improvements (with E & T) 

 Roadway Safety Best Practices (possible joint with E & T) 
 
 12. New Business – John Okamoto suggested that the committee discuss   
  transportation areas appropriate for certification on a future agenda. 
 
  The committee would like to ask the education department for a copy of the draft  
  DLGCP business plan.  Staff will obtain a copy. 
  
  Bill Reichmuth will not be available for the next conference call.  Dave Zelenok  
  will chair the call. 
 
 The next call will be Monday, May 15, at 10:30 am Central Daylight Time.   
 
 The conference call adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 
  

 


