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Advocacy Position Statement 

 
JUNK MAIL AND CREATION OF NATIONAL DO NOT MAIL REGISTRY 

 
Statement of Purpose 
 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, 
regulators, policy-makers and decision-makers and the public at-large of its stated 
position on the impact of junk mail on landfills and the benefit of the creation of a 
National Do Not Mail Registry.  

   
Statement of Position 
 
The APWA supports the need for the development of a Do Not Mail Registry through 
legislation to minimize the impact of junk mail on landfills throughout the U.S.  The 
production, distribution, and disposal of junk mail contributes to climate change, increase 
in greenhouse gases, massive tree harvesting and a reduction in landfill capacities. 
 
Background and Rationale 
 
The amount of junk mail delivered in the United States each year has substantial 
environmental and social costs that can be significantly reduced by the creation of a Do 
Not Mail Registry.   
 
The production, distribution, and disposal of junk mail contributes to climate change by 
producing 51 million tons of greenhouse gases emissions – equivalent to that of 10 
million automobiles – at a point when current environmental challenges demand 
significant and urgent reductions in our carbon footprint. 
 
The amount of paper required to produce the 105 billion pieces of junk mail distributed 
each year in the United States requires the annual harvest of approximately 100 million 
trees, that is left standing, would act as important carbon storehouses. 
 
Approximately 44% of all unsolicited junk mail arrives in landfills unopened, thereby 
placing unnecessary stress on the waste disposal system and on landfills.   
 
Another common problem in the US is identity theft and junk mail has the potential to 
contribute to this problem. 



 

 
APWA promotes sustainability and junk mail has an impact on natural resources and the 
environment and is a problem that should be addressed. 
 
The National Do Not Call Registry is a very successful and popular consumer rights bill 
that provides a great example to follow for the Do Not Mail Registry. 
 
A multitude of states have previously proposed Do Not Mail bills, including: Arkansas, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, 
Vermont and Washington. 
 
A National Do Not Mail should provide the United States citizens with an effective, user-
friendly system to voluntarily stop the receipt of unsolicited direct mail to their property. 
 
 
Sponsor  
Solid Waste Management Committee  



 

Memo 
 
From: Solid Waste Committee 
Date:  2/14/2011 
 
The Solid Waste Committee developed, approved and presented a position statement on 
junk mail and the development of a national DO NOT MAIL REGISTRY. 
 
It has been brought to our attention that the Government Affairs Committee met in April 
and reviewed this position paper.  The Committee returned the Junk Mail Position to the 
Committee asking if it could be addressed as part of a comprehensive solid waste policy.  
They asked for a greater emphasis on the 3 R’s and language to encourage the use of 
recycled paper in junk mail printing, and were concerned about the effect on the postal 
service. 
 
The Solid Waste Committee is surprised to see such a response to our position statement.  
Junk mail is a national problem and impacts landfills everywhere.  The recommendation 
to use recycled paper does not alleviate the problem, we would just fill up the landfills 
with recycled paper instead of virgin paper, but the problem remains the same. 
 
Recommending the inclusion of this position paper as part of a comprehensive solid 
waste policy will not make any difference to the increase in recycling, since the impact is 
on the receiving end, the consumer, and an emphasis on the 3 R’s is exactly what we are 
hoping to achieve by developing the DO NOT MAIL REGISTRY, since we hope to use 
the first R: REDUCE, by eliminating the source of the material in the first place. 
 
As far as effect on the postal service, we were not aware that APWA has a position to 
protect the interests of the postal service, especially while providing an unnecessary 
service that leads to an impact on landfills.  This is not a matter that we believe that our 
committee or APWA at large should be concerned with, but solid waste, greenhouse 
gases and sustainability are.  This position paper provides a mechanism to reduce all of 
these factors. 
 


