
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

SPRING MEETING SUMMARY 
March 19, 2010, APWA Board Room, Kansas City, MO 

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair 

Daryl Grigsby, Board Liaison (by phone) 
Marc Rogoff, Member 
Rick Person, Member 
Charlie Jones, Member 

  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Mark Whitfield, Member 

Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
Guests:  Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development 
  Nadja Karpilow, KC Metro Chapter Solid Waste Management Committee Chair 
  Jason Neal, KC Metro Chapter Solid Waste Management Committee 
  Deb Frye, KC Metro Chapter Solid Waste Management Committee 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 8:14 AM. 
 
2. Review and approval of the February meeting summary 

The February meeting summary was approved. 
 

3. Set Congress meeting day and time 
Ziad won’t be able to attend Congress.  The meeting is scheduled for Saturday afternoon, 1:00PM to 
4:00PM, the same time as last year.  Everyone agreed that that time should work.  Charlie has a conflict 
with the second half of the House of Delegates meeting. 
 

4. Approval of the Solid Waste position papers 
a. No changes recommended: 

Brownfields 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Electronics Recycling 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Environmental Justice in Providing Public Works Services 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Environmentally Preferable and Recycled Content Product and Service Procurement 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Federal Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Program (Public Law 94-580) 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Integrated Solid Waste Management Systems 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Municipal Solid Waste Flow Control 
The paper was approved with one minor edit to the last paragraph on the first page.  “The most” 
will be change to “A.”  The paper is a little long and should be looked at next year for possible 
streamlining. 
Municipal Solid Waste Organics Recycling 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Resource Recovery Utilizing Waste-to-Energy/Thermal Conversion Technologies 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Superfund 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Urban Infilling Impacts on Solid Waste Facilities 



The paper was approved with no changes. 
b. New: 

Junk Mail and Creation of National Do Not Mail Registry 
The paper was approved with no changes. 
Safe Disposal of Pharmaceutical Waste 
The paper was approved with a few small changes to line spacing but no text changes.  The 
Water Resources Committee approved the paper.  Both Committees will review the paper in 
future years. 

 
5. Board Report – Daryl Grigsby 

Daryl reported that membership at the end of February was 28,734.  That is a 1% drop from last year.  
The first time member campaign has brought in 1,392 new members.  The Board met in February in 
Kansas City.  The Center for Sustainability provided an update to the Board.  The Board adopted the 
Center’s guidance paper on climate change.  There is ongoing discussion on entering into a partnership 
to create a green scorecard for construction projects.  The Board approved moving on to Phase II, the 
job analysis, of the Certified Public Works Official program.  A Task Force was created to look at the 
relationship between education and certification; working with universities; and the Body of Knowledge 
report.  The establishment of standards of professional conduct is moving forward.  A new section was 
added to the Board’s strategic plan, strengthening the international role of APWA.  The strategic plan is 
available on the website.  The call for nominations for the Board is open.  It closes Apr. 1.  The 50th 
anniversary of Snow Conference will be celebrated this year in Omaha, Apr. 18-21.  The Center for 
Sustainability met in February in Kansas City.  The Center has a new webpage up.  The Small Cities 
Rural Communities Town Hall conference call had 57 participants.  The topic was writing an operations 
manual.  There is a Click, Listen & Learn next week on LED technology.  There are workshops coming 
up, as well, including construction inspection and self assessment.  Teresa Scott from the Emergency 
Management Committee was appointed to FEMA’s National Advisory Council. 
 

6. Education Report – Charlie Jones 
Charlie reported that the Education Committee met face-to-face in January.  He shared a copy of the 
FAQs on education and certification.  The Board Liaison to the Committee is President-Elect George 
Crombie.  Charlie shared a copy of George Crombie and Sue Hann’s paper on creating an executive 
level certification for public works directors.  The Education Committee supports the Body of Knowledge 
efforts and believes that input from the Technical Committees is very important.  The Committee also 
discussed bundling education offerings.  For example, CLLs would be packaged and sold together.  
They would like input on which titles could be bundled together.  Charlie would like to discuss this on the 
April conference call.  The Education Committee requested that a member of the Center for 
Sustainability join the Committee and the President has made that appointment.  Norwich University is 
offering 4 tuition reductions, two in the engineering program and two in the MPA program.  If anyone is 
interested, they should contact Christina Davis. 
 
Mabel said that she plans to spend the coming year getting out and getting to know public works and 
the members.  She would like to see how our products are being used.  She passed out slides showing 
changes in the Professional Development Department over the past year and plans for creating a 
curriculum for each domain.  The Technical Committees represent both subject matter experts and the 
customers.  There is a lot of content.  Currently, CLLs become CDs but that’s it.  The content could be 
used many times.  We tried pre-recorded CLLs this year.  They will be spun off into their own product 
line now.  Rick asked if people have trouble accessing the programs.  Mabel personally called everyone 
beforehand and walked them through the instructions.  There are three bundles being offered right now.  
For $795, members can get 6 CLLs, the construction inspection certificate program and podcasts.  The 
construction inspection workshop was made into a downloadable program.  Mabel would like to take all 
of the content developed by the Technical Committees and use it multiple times, like putting Reporter 
articles into a curriculum.  It is difficult to define who the customer is but the distribution channels can be 
defined.  Some public works domains are small markets for APWA.  Those will never break even but the 
large markets support them.  Solid waste is a small market.  It is probably a good publication market, 
though.  Solid waste, water resources, and facilities and grounds can be incorporated into sustainability.  
SWANA is good with online programs, particularly their webinars on legislative issues.  Marc said that 
they have about 30 to 50 participants per webinar.  Mabel said that a television station could be in 
APWA’s future.  Ziad said that there’s a desire for immediate answers now and asked about a plan for 
future technology like iPhone apps.  Mabel guaranteed that something will be tested for the iPhone this 
year.  It can be developed with current technology but our technology doesn’t work with Blackberries. 
 



7. Certification proposal 
A letter of support came in yesterday.  There is only one so far.  Keith suggested that everyone follow 
up with their contacts on the list. 
 

8. Featured Speakers for Congress 2010 
The title and speaker names were submitted.  There will be three speakers from Habitat for Humanity, 
the Clinton Foundation and Coca-Cola.  The session will be Tuesday morning. 
 

9. Publications 
a. Trash stories – Marc 

Marc met with Connie yesterday.  Everything’s in and she’s editing.  The graphic artist is 
working on pictures.  The title and cover art aren’t set yet.  Marc is hoping to see a draft next 
month. 

b. History of recycling – Keith 
Keith hasn’t started an outline yet. 
 

10. Brainstorm education topics for 2011 
a. Guaranteed education sessions for Congress 2011 
b. Articles for March 2011 issue of the Reporter 
c. Click, Listen & Learn program 

The Body of Knowledge report was reviewed.  The following topics were suggested during a 
brainstorming session: 

Incandescent and CFL management 
PV technology waste 
Organics recycling – sludge, yard waste bans, food waste programs, garbage disposals (FOG), 
grocery stores 
Recycling goals 
Compostable and biodegradable plastic issues 
Collection contracts 
Packaging 
Code enforcement/illegal dumping 
SW planning 
Dead animal collection 
White goods 
Scavenging 
LEED certified SW facilities 
C&D recycling – reuse, RSM, deconstruction 
Public space collection and recycling 
Collection vehicle technology 
Community education – reuse, bilingual 
College move in/out 
Textiles recycling 
MRF technology 
Alternative materials 
Carpet recycling 
Tires 
Composting technologies and challenges 
School recycling and composting 
HHW 
Bioreactors 
Greenhouse gases 
Online reuse sites and waste exchanges 
Citizen drop offs 
Swap shops, swap events and community garage sales 
EECBG projects 
Bottle bill update 
Hydration stations 
Disaster debris 
Carbon credits 
Film fest 



A Congress session on trends could cover a few of the topics together.  Marc said that he talked with 
Connie about pulling together past Reporter articles and publishing them as a book.  The Click, Listen & 
Learn on solid waste is tentatively scheduled for late summer, like last year.  Organics recycling was 
selected for the CLL topic.  Composting technologies and food waste programs could be covered.  
Other issues to be covered could include pilot programs, marketing material, manure, operations 
challenges, specifications and biosolids.  A speaker from Hamilton was suggested.  A preliminary title 
could be “Organics Recycling to Meet Recycling Goals.” 
The following topics were selected as best suited to a Congress presentation: 

Organics recycling 
Recycling goals 
Collection contracts 
C&D recycling and deconstruction 
College move in/out 

 
11. Resource Center for new website 

The current website has a section called the Resource Center.  It contains links to information outside of 
APWA, like other associations, EPA, sample ordinances and contracts, etc.  The new website will be 
organized by topic so if solid waste is selected, all books, articles, and programs will come up, along 
with the Committee and anything from the Resource Center on solid waste.  The links need to be 
updated.  New links can be added.  Everyone should think about what they would like to see on the site.  
The new site should be ready this summer.  Further updates to the site are planned for next year. 
 

12. Review of 2009-2010 Business Plan 
Most of the items on the current business plan are either complete or in progress.  The Congress 
sessions for next year will need to be submitted in September.  Ziad asked about the Solid Waste 
Manager of the Year award.  He had asked George to find out if the Board would consider removing the 
exclusion of Committee members from eligibility.  The Committee is not involved in selection.  Daryl will 
ask George and then bring it up to the Board. 
 

13. Preparation of draft 2010-2011 Business Plan 
Colene provided a draft that includes the goals from the Board’s new strategic plan.  There is a goal 
relating to sustainability but it is specific to the Center for Sustainability so it was not included.  New 
Committee goals will have to be written to support each of the four association goals.  The draft 
business plan will have to be complete before the Congress meeting.  The plan must be adopted then.  
Charlie volunteered to draft the third goal; Keith will take the fourth goal; Mark will take the 2nd goal; and 
Marc will write the first goal.  Strategies under the goals may need to be moved around or rewritten.  A 
new publication should be included for next year.  Keith suggested putting together an outline or table of 
contents and putting out a call for authors.  The book would be like a collection of essays, similar to the 
landfill reuse book.  People would be asked to write about their projects.  A collection of case studies is 
more timeless.  The call for authors can go on InfoNOW and the Committee can act as an editorial 
board.  This new publication will be placed on the next meeting agenda.  The plan will be to begin an 
outline now so that the publication can be ready for Congress in Denver.  There was a note in BioCycle 
recently about the large number of communities entering into food waste and organics recycling over 
the past year so organics recycling could be a good topic.  Marc suggested a publication on carbon 
credits but it could be an article instead since the information would be out of date quickly. 
 

14. New items 
Future agendas will include the organics publication, the business plan, the letters of support for the 
certification proposal, and education topics for next year. 
 
Ziad mentioned that solid waste fees are being used to pay for stormwater management practices like 
street sweeping.  Some areas add fees to solid waste collection to offset the cost of pavement repairs 
because trash trucks are so heavy. 

 
15. Kansas City Metro Chapter Solid Waste Management Committee 

Three members of the Kansas City Metro Chapter Solid Waste Management Committee joined the 
meeting.  Everyone introduced themselves.  Keith outlined the work done by the Committee, including 
articles, position papers, Congress sessions and publications.  Nadja gave of overview their 
Committee’s activities.  The Committee is only one year old.  They have focused on education, bringing 
in speakers for their group.  They put together a planning brief on special event recycling.  Topics of 
interest right now are yard waste and contracting.  Templates or sample ordinances and contracts would 



be helpful.  Committee members shared local programs and facilities.   The Chapter Committee would 
like to hear more about what other chapter committees are doing.  The local area has an 80% diversion 
goal by 2023.  They are also interested in hazardous waste collection, particularly for small businesses.  
Keith suggested using wearepublicworks.org to connect all of the chapter solid waste committees.  
Nadja asked if extra copies of the March Reporter were available for them to distribute at events. 

 
16. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 4:39 PM. 


